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SERVING SOUTH ASIAN COMMUNITIES

93
potential
graves
found at
school site

An Indigenous community
in Canada’s western province of
British Columbia found dozens
of potential unmarked graves
last month on the grounds of a
former residential school, the
latest discovery over the past
year. On January 24 Williams
Lake First Nation announced
preliminary results of the first
phase of a geophysical search at
St. Joseph Mission Residential
School uncovered 93 “reflections”
believed
to
be
unmarked
gravesites. “Ninety-three is our
number,” Chief Willie Sellars told
reporters.
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Tamils celebrate Thai Pongal

Thai Pongal was celebrated across the Tamil
homeland on January 14, with festivities taking place
amid concerns about rising food prices, food shortages
and the plight of farmers caused by the pandemic. The
secular Tamil festival gives thanks to the sun and for
the harvest and dates back in its current form at least as
far back as the Medieval Chola empire. The occasion
is marked by boiling milk and rice--the 'pongal'--in a
clay pot, often accompanied by various other treats and
seasonal fruit. The overflow of the milk symbolises
abundance and prosperity for the year to come. The
festival was celebrated across the Tamil homeland,
including Batticaloa, Mullaitivu, Jaffna, Vavuniya and
Hatton. Tamils living abroad also celebrated Thai Pongal.
...See Page 4
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Ukraine crisis deepens as Russia threatens US

Alarm bells have been set ringing across Europe over
a steady buildup of Russian troops along the border with
Ukraine in recent months, and the crisis is deepening fast.
Russia has already amassed an estimated 100,000 troops
just across the divide while Ukraine's outnumbered
military prepares to defend itself against a possible
invasion.
...See Page 11
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From the Editor-in-Chief
We’ve all heard positive stories of Canada as a nation that is respected for cordial,
friendly and welcoming to new immigrants and showing respect for all people
regardless of creed, race, sex, etc. However, there is a negative note on the part
of this nation as well. Although we were taught positive ways, we started to read
through some heart-breaking stories of mass graves where children of Aboriginals
were forcibly taken from their parents and forced to join schools run by churches. It
is pathetic Aboriginals were the majority when the colonizers came into this country
and were minority after that. Eventually, the Aboriginals became the minority
of all minorities. There were many forms of genocide committed which included
taking children from their parents and eventually killing them and putting them in
graveyards without the knowledge of their parents, relatives and particularly, the
community. It is no surprise the Aboriginals remaining face grave and dangerous
treatments including a different type of genocide; for example, these communities
face a high rate of suicide, violence, incarceration, inadequate food supplies and other
basic necessities. Rather, they have easy access to alcohol, drugs, tobacco products,
etc. Aboriginals must live a life free of insecurities or threats because this country has
been inhabited by Aboriginals from time immemorial.
Hundreds of unmarked graves have been discovered at former residential
school sites across Canada since May, when Tk’emlups the Secwepemc First
Nation announced it had uncovered 215 unmarked graves at the former Kamloops
Indian Residential School. That discovery fueled widespread calls for justice and
accountability for the victims and survivors of the forced-assimilation institutions
and demands the Canadian Government release all records pertaining to the facilities.
Canada forced more than 150,000 First Nations, Inuit, and Metis children to attend
residential schools between the late 1800s and 1990s. Thousands of children from
Williams Lake First Nation and other Indigenous communities were forced to attend
St Joseph, which operated as a residential school from 1891 to 1981. In total, about
150,000 Indigenous children were enrolled from the late 1800s to the 1990s in 139 of
the residential schools across Canada.
Williams Lake First Nation launched its investigation into St Joseph Mission
Residential School after Tk’emlups the Secwepemc First Nation’s announcement in
May. Investigators used a range of geophysical techniques in their search, including
ground-penetrating radar. The truth and reconciliation commission concluded
in 2015; the failed government policy amounted to “cultural genocide.” Another
discovery unearthed last month in British Columbia involved dozens more potential
unmarked graves on the grounds of a former residential school, adding to those
already uncovered over the past year.
Sri Lanka is an island nation on the southern tip of India located geographically in
the Indian Ocean on major shipping routes. Global powers from time to time fought
to control it for their economic and military strategies. This island state, comprised
of two ethnic groups that inhabited the island from time immemorial call the territory
their home. However, after Sri Lanka gained independence in 1948, the island gained
full control of the Sinhalese. Even though they were a minority community in the
homeland of the Tamils, they took control of the island and passed laws to make
the Tamils second-class citizens within their own homeland, resulted in a civil war
that lasted for more than three decades, and ended with the defeat of LTTE in 2009.
Even though the war has ended, Tamils have not gained their fundamental rights.
Rather, Sinhalese are colonizing the Tamil homeland through systematic development
schemes which is true in nature how the Aboriginals in Canada were made minority
and their homeland captured through sinister motives.
It is true that justice will always triumph at the end including in the case of Sri
Lanka. It is facing a deepening financial and humanitarian crisis with fears it could
go bankrupt in 2022 as inflation rises to record levels, food prices skyrocket, and its
coffers run dry. The meltdown faced by the government, led by President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, is in part caused by the immediate impact of the COVID crisis and the
loss of tourism but is compounded by high government spending and tax cuts eroding
state revenues, vast debt repayments to China, and foreign exchange reserves at their
lowest levels in a decade. The World Bank estimates 500,000 people have fallen
below the poverty line since the beginning of the pandemic.
Sri Lanka's foreign reserves have declined since Gotabaya Rajapaksa became
president in 2019 from $7.5 billion to $3.1 billion by the end of December. Spurred
by the printing of notes to pay domestic loans and foreign bonds in December,
consumer prices increased 14 percent, crossing the previous high of 11.1 percent
in November. As of November, available foreign currency reserves were just $1.6
billion. Sri Lanka’s deepening financial crisis is fast spiraling into a humanitarian
crisis. The situation has worsened to a level that one in four Sri Lankans, especially
the young and skilled, seek to leave the country, evidenced by the long queues in the
passport offices.
It is pathetic Sri Lanka borrowed billions of funds from other countries such as
China in order to defeat the LTTE; now, Sri Lanka is indebted to China and other
powers who have a vested interest in the internal affairs of the island for their economic
and political advantages. However, we do not have to wait long to see the outcome
of the economic crisis we see now, and once again Sri Lanka will no doubt become
further indebted to other states which will result in selling the sovereign rights of
the Sinhalese and Tamil-speaking Hindus, Islam and Christians. That’s why we can
clearly say karma will one day teach a lesson to the oppressor, but the bad situation
for Tamils is they once again will have to fail if they do not realize and make wise
decisions to empower themselves.
We always dream of establishing an exploitation-free society where people,
irrespective of their caste, creed, or color, will be treated equally and where their
fundamental rights will be properly upheld. Our firm commitment is we shall never
deviate from our principled stand.
We, the editors of this publication, strongly urge all readers, well-wishers, and
concerned parties to spread the message through Voice for Justice.
Together, we can change society! Until we meet you at the next issue, so long.
Yours,
Satheesan Kumarasamy
Editor-in-Chief

FOR JUSTICE
Together, we can change society!

Mission
With the view to providing a voice to expose acts of injustice against
individuals or communities, whether they be unfair, discriminatory,
illegal or unjust, “Voice for Justice” stands firm on the ground that there
can be no freedom without justice. Your support is needed to achieve
this. Together, we can change society!

Objectives
“Voice for Justice” represents the unheard voices of voiceless people the
world over living under extremely difficult political, social and economic
conditions, conditions not of their making, that need to be exposed.
Impoverishment, exploitation and marginalization lead to injustices
to the voiceless, devoid of education, good health and decreasing life
expectancy with their children fast becoming the underclass of the
underprivileged.
It is extremely difficult to describe the miseries that these peoples have
to endure, and they have little hope of calling attention of their plight.
It is in this context that some freelance amateur journalists and
professional academics have banded together to undertake the ambitious
task of making a dent in the print media to educate and inform the world,
which has little or no knowledge of the voiceless half around the world.
The journal is also intended to provide a forum for these people to freely
express their views.
As a result of questions as to how we could be of assistance to these people,
we have decided to dedicate our time and energies to a publication that
focuses on these people whose rights and justice are being denied.
This publication is not intended to pursue a particular ideology or to be a
critique of governments, institutions or any group. “Voice for Justice” has
no affiliation to any group or organization and is not motivated by any
political consideration. The prime objective is to be a catalyst to sensitize
the rest of the world by drawing their attention to the problems and
injustices. We believe those distant and voiceless voices must be heard.
We invite you to contribute articles and papers and participate in other
ways, including financial support, in making this newspaper venture
a success. We will initially start off with a monthly publication. As we
get more support from readers and commercial establishments, we will
make it bi-weekly and then weekly.

Together, we can change society!

Disclaimer

“Voice for Justice”, your free monthly bilingual (Tamil and English)
tabloid, is published in Toronto and circulated in Canada.
We are determined to publish an unbiased and informative journal.
“Voice for Justice” prides itself on its professional team of journalists,
writers, researchers, and academics from a cross section of communities
around the world.
The opinion and views expressed in “Voice for Justice” are not those of
the publisher. Advertisers are responsible for their content and “Voice
for Justice” reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or article
considered unfit and inappropriate for publication.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: Any unauthorized use or reproduction of
any article published in this publication for commercial purposes is
strictly prohibited and constitutes copyright infringement liable to legal
action.
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Lanka on...

Continues from page 1

The deep economic crisis is pushing at
least half a million people into poverty amid
soaring inflation that has forced a large chunk
of the population to cut down on food and fuel
requirements. The World Bank estimates 500,000
people have fallen below the poverty line since
the beginning of the pandemic.
Every factor that kept the wheels rolling
for the Sri Lankan economy has suffered a
strong setback the result of which are the new
policies adopted by the Gotabaya Rajapaksa
government. These policies have backfired
instead of delivering the intended outcomes.
Sri Lanka's foreign reserves have dropped since
Gotabaya Rajapaksa became the president in
2019, declining from $7.5 billion to $3.1 billion
by the end of December.
With no headroom to absorb shocks triggered
by unprecedented events like the COVID-19
pandemic, it is needless to say the decisions
lacked foresight. Spurred by the printing of
notes to pay domestic loans and foreign bonds in
December, consumer prices jumped 14 percent,

Tamils celebrate...
Continues from page 1

The proclamation which coincided with Thai
Pongal, notes: "Tamil is the longest surviving
classical language in the world, with a traceable
history exceeding 2,600 years. Tamil is an official
language in India, Sri Lanka, and Singapore, and
a minority language in Malaysia, South Africa,
Mauritius, and Canada. The Tamil community
is widespread, with about 90 million native
speakers across the globe.”
Several Canadian parliamentarians, including
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, released
messages wishing Tamil Canadians a Happy
Thai Pongal and Tamil Heritage Month.
In a statement, Prime Minister Trudeau
wished the Tamil community a Happy Thai
Pongal, stating: “Thai Pongal is a time of joy,
celebration, and community… While festivities
may look different again this year as we continue

93 potential...

Continues from page 1
Hundreds of unmarked graves have been
discovered at former residential school sites
across Canada since May, when Tk’emlups
te Secwepemc First Nation announced it had
uncovered 215 unmarked graves at the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School. That
discovery fuelled widespread calls for justice
and accountability for the victims and survivors
of the forced-assimilation institutions and
demands the Canadian Government release all
records pertaining to the facilities.
Canada forced more than 150,000 First
Nations, Inuit, and Metis children to attend
residential schools between the late 1800s
and 1990s. The children were stripped of their
languages and culture, separated from siblings,
and subjected to psychological, physical, and
sexual abuse. Thousands are believed to have
died while attending the institutions, which
were run by various churches, most notably the
Roman Catholic ones.
A federal commission of inquiry into
the institutions, known as the Truth and
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crossing the previous high of 11.1 percent in
November.
According to the Census and Statistics
Department, inflation in December was the
highest year-on-year figure since the National
Consumer Price Index (NCPI) was established
in 2015. On September 1, 2021, the Sri
Lankan Government had declared an economic
emergency as forex reserves depleted, the
currency depreciated, and inflation skyrocketed.
Tourism accounts for 10 percent of Sri
Lanka’s GDP and is a significant source of
foreign exchange. More than 200,000 people
lost their livelihoods in the travel and tourism
sectors, according to the World Travel and
Tourism Council. In order to prevent the foreign
exchange crisis, the government imposed broad
restrictions on imports, leading to a shortage of
essential commodities.
NCPI said food inflation surged to a record
21.5 percent, up from 16.9 percent in November
and 7.5 percent a year ago. As the agricultural
activities took a hit due to COVID-19, nations
across the globe adhered to policies helpful
in averting food shortages. However, the Sri
Lankan Government announced a 100 percent

shift to organic farming by banning chemical
fertilizers in early 2021. The ban was opposed
by many agricultural scientists and farmers who
warned the sudden transformation can halve
crop production.
To boost the country’s foreign reserves the
government has sold over half its gold reserves,
worth an estimated $382.2 million at the end of
November. In the next 12 months, Sri Lanka will
be required to repay an estimated $7.3 billion
in domestic and foreign loans, including a $500
million international sovereign bond repayment
in January.
However, as of November, available foreign
currency reserves were just $1.6 billion. In
December, the US credit rating agency Fitch
gave Sri Lanka the lowest rating CC, a fresh
jolt amid the mounting crises. Sri Lanka’s
deepening financial crisis is fast spiraling into a
humanitarian crisis with experts fearing it could
go bankrupt in 2022. The situation has worsened
to a level one in four Sri Lankans, especially
the young and skilled, seek to leave the country,
which is evidenced from the long queues in the
passport offices.

to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, I know Tamil
Canadians will find ways to embody the core
values of peace, unity, and compassion at the
heart of the celebration of Thai Pongal… I
wish everyone celebrating Thai Pongal, here in
Canada and around the world, a joyful festival…
Iniya Thai Pongal Nalvazhthukkal.”
The Federal Liberal Caucus also released a
video wishing Tamil Canadians a happy Thai
Pongal and thanking the Tamil community for
their contributions. Parliamentarians featured
in the video include MP Anita Anand, MP
Gary Anandasangaree, MP Annie Koutrakis,
MP Kamal Khera, MP Fayçal El-Khoury, MP
Sonia Sidhu, MP Bill Blair, MP Marci Ien, MP
Judy Sgro, MP Peter Fonseca, MP Ya’ara Saks,
MP Bardish Chagger, MP Jennifer O’Connel,
MP Ruby Sahota, MP Marco Mendicino, MP
Iqwinder Gaheer, MP Shaun Chen, MP Salma
Zahid, MP Jean Yip, MP John McKay, MP Mark
Holland, MP Maninder Sidhu, MP Mary NG and

MP Ahmed Hussen.
Leader of the New Democratic Party (NDP),
Jagmeet Singh, also tweeted about the festival.
“As a new year begins, I wish all Tamils
celebrating-–in Canada and around the world-–a
joyous Thai Pongal celebration with family and
friends,” his tweet read.
Across the UK, British ministers and
politicians met with their Tamil constituents to
celebrate the Tamil harvest festival, Thai Pongal.
In his statement, Britain’s Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said British Tamils have “long
been woven into the very fabric of British
life, and without [them] our country would be
so much diminished.” He further noted it fell
“smack in the middle of Tamil heritage month.”
Leader of the Opposition, Keir Starmer,
reiterated Labour’s commitment to “stand by the
Tamil people in their pursuit of true peace and
justice.”

Reconciliation Commission (TRC), concluded
in 2015 Canada’s residential school system
amounted to “cultural genocide.” Thousands
of children from Williams Lake First Nation
and other Indigenous communities were
forced to attend St. Joseph, which operated
as a residential school from 1891 to 1981. In
total, about 150,000 Indigenous children were
enrolled from the late 1800s to the 1990s in
139 of the residential schools across Canada,
spending months or years isolated from their
families, language, and culture.
“In February 1902 three children ran away
from the school, resulting in the death of one
from exposure and exhaustion. An inquiry into
the death revealed allegations of physical abuse
and poor conditions at the school, including
students receiving excessive punishment and
being forced to eat rotten food,” the TRC
wrote in a 2004 report about conditions at the
institution.
Williams Lake First Nation launched its
investigation into St. Joseph Mission Residential
School after Tk’emlups te Secwepemc First
Nation’s announcement in May. Investigators
used a range of geophysical techniques in their

search, including ground-penetrating radar, said
Whitney Spearing, who led the community’s
probe of the site. Spearing said 14 out of
approximately 470 hectares (1161 acres) have
been searched so far.
“To date, 93 reflections have been recorded
at the St. Joseph’s Mission. All of them display
varying characteristics indicative of potential
human burials,” Spearing told reporters, adding
investigators believe 50 of the potential burial
sites are not associated with a historic cemetery
on the school grounds. In December, Ottawa also
said it would release thousands of previously
undisclosed records related to the residential
school system.
On January 20, the government said it had
reached an agreement with the National Centre
for Truth and Reconciliation (NCTR), a research
centre that operates out of the University of
Manitoba in central Canada, “that outlines
how and when Canada will share historical
documents” related to the institutions. The truth
and reconciliation commission concluded in
2015 the failed government policy amounted to
“cultural genocide.”
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Conservative MPs accuse Trudeau
of pushing “vaccine vendetta”
Alberta announces plan to
address EMS system problems

Conservative MPs vehemently opposing
the federal government's new vaccine mandate
for cross-border truckers last month slammed
what they call Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's
"vaccine vendetta," saying the policy will disrupt
the country's supply chains. Conservative
MP Pierre Poilievre, the party's finance critic,
claimed the government's vaccine policy is
"emptying grocery shelves and ballooning
food prices," leaving some Canadians to "go
hungry."
Garnett Genuis, a Conservative MP from
Alberta, said he stands with unvaccinated
truckers who plan on protesting the mandate.
"Time to end Justin Trudeau's nonsensical
vaccine vendetta," he said in a recent social
media post on January 24.
The party's transport critic, MP Melissa
Lantsman, urged supporters to sign a petition
opposing new vaccine requirements. She
claimed the policy would result in the loss
of thousands of jobs and "empty shelves in
Canadian retail sectors." Conservative Leader
Erin O'Toole, who has opposed vaccine

mandates for federal public servants and the
travelling public, said on January 24 Trudeau
is intent on "dividing Canadians" by pushing
shots on truckers. He said the government could
instead administer rapid tests at the border for
unvaccinated drivers to avoid disrupting the
flow of goods at a time of high inflation.
"Let's be crystal clear. We can advocate
for vaccines but also advocate for people to
not lose their ... home or their livelihood,"
he said, calling for what he called "practical"
alternatives to a vaccine mandate.
O'Toole also called on the government to
either scrap or pause a planned increase in
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) contributions. He
said Canadians can't afford to take a hit to their
paycheques with inflation now at its highest
level in decades.
The vaccine policy stems from a January 13
decision by the federal government to extend
most of the border policies that already apply
to the general public to essential workers—
including truckers, who have been freely
crossing the Canada-U.S. border.

Two Canadians shot dead
at upscale Mexican resort

Two Canadians were shot dead and another
injured after a dispute among guests at a
hotel resort near Cancún, Mexico last month.
Mexican security officials said gunfire erupted
on January 21 at the Hotel Xcaret Mexico in the
tourist town of Playa del Carmen, about 70km
(45 miles) south of Cancún on the Caribbean
coast. Photos of the suspected gunman were
posted online by regional police chief Lucio
Hernández Gutiérrez.
Police launched a manhunt to nab the
attacker. CCTV photos show the attacker in
a light blue tracksuit. In one photo he is seen
holding a gun. In another, he appears to hold
a mobile phone and a third photo shows him
sitting in a lounge chair.
The police chief said the gun was fired
during "an argument among hotel guests." The
Quintana Roo state prosecutor's office said
both victims had criminal records.

A spokeswoman for Canada's foreign
ministry said: "Global Affairs Canada is aware
of reports that Canadian citizens have been
affected by an incident in Mexico.
A Graphic video posted online shows the
incident appears to have unfolded near an
outdoor dining area. There has been a worrying
spate of attacks on foreign tourists in the Mayan
Riviera region in recent months.
A shootout at a busy beach in Cancún
in early November left two suspected drug
dealers dead. Four Americans tourists were
shot in the attack, which officials determined
to be an assassination by a rival gang.
In October, an American and a German
tourist were killed in crossfire between two
drug gangs in the resort town of Tulum.
The recent crime wave led President Andrés
Manuel López Obrador to send 1,500 members
of the National Guard to patrol the region.

The Alberta Government has struck an
advisory committee to address challenges
facing Alberta’s emergency medical services
system. Grande Prairie MLA Tracy Allard
and Highwood MLA RJ Sigurdson will cochair the committee, which will also include
unions representing paramedics, ambulance
operators, municipal representatives, and
members from Indigenous communities. That
committee will have until May to come up
with advice for the health minister on how to
improve the beleaguered EMS system.
Citing an incident in Airdrie that saw a
10-year-old boy with a broken leg transported
to the hospital by a fire crew because no
EMS crews were available, Health Minister
Jason Copping announced some initiatives
to improve what people in EMS have been
raising red flags over for months. Copping
hailed the work done by EMS throughout the
pandemic, adding the base budget for EMS
got a $30 million bump this year.
Allard called the committee “an opportunity
borne out of necessity and a chance to lead the
way with innovative ideas.”
“We are committed to listen, to learn and
to work together for great improvement for all
Albertans,” the Grande Prairie MLA said.
The president of a union that represents
28,000 Alberta health-care professionals,
including paramedics, was “cautiously
optimistic” about the announced intentions to
hire more paramedics and improve training
programs within the province, an indication
the government is acting on EMS workers’
concerns. He warned some of the measures,
like non-ambulance patient transfers, could
be taking Alberta down a path towards
privatization. Parker said EMS systems
across Canada are all looking for qualified
personnel.

Land transfer a “step in the
right direction,” chief says

The P.E.I. government has transferred three
parcels of Crown land in Kings County to the
Abegweit First Nation. The land, located in
Bangor, near Morell, totals 1.3 hectares and will
be used for additional housing and community
developments, said Chief Junior Gould. He said
the transfer shows the province's commitment to
reconciliation.
"The actions that we take now will govern our
history in the future," he said. "I think it's great. I
think it's a step in the right direction."
Two parcels of land have been owned by the
government since 2017, and the other since 2018.
They are currently vacant. In the 2020 Speech
from the Throne, the government committed to
working with First Nations to create wealth and
independence in Mi'kmaq communities.
In May, the province transferred six hectares
of land to the Abegweit First Nation that would
reconnect the Scotchfort community to the
Hillsborough River. Gould said acquiring land
outside the reserves will help build autonomy for
Indigenous people.
\"I think this is just a catalyst that we will be
able to create our own history, our own identity as
well as create our own potential wealth," he said.
"It's all about wealth creation, it's not about
being a dependent community.
It's about
offering services and acquiring wealth through
participation in society."
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First Nation mothers defy community
restrictions to buy essentials

A northern First Nation in Manitoba is facing
criticism for its lockdown measures after a group
of mothers left to buy groceries on January 20
and an attempt was made to prevent them from
returning to the community.
"You think you would be able to go out and
just provide for your family, and they're making
it seem like it's a crime to do so," said Caitlin
Francois, a mother of six.
On January 20, Francois and a group of
other mothers from Nisichawayasihk Cree
Nation (NCN), about 670 kilometres north
of Winnipeg, made plans to travel to nearby
Thompson, Manitoba to get things like diapers,
groceries and other essentials. The shopping

trip was a violation of NCN's current lockdown
restrictions, which have been in place since
December 23. They bar people from leaving
their homes and the community, in an effort to
help curb the spread of COVID-19. Under the
current restrictions, the community's grocery
store and gas station are closed to the public.
The First Nation has assigned seven
designated shoppers to make grocery store runs
for the roughly 2,300 community members.
The community has also been distributing
food hampers to help people through the
latest restrictions, but she said the hampers don't
have enough food to last families, especially for
those in larger households.

When the group of mothers, travelling in four
different vehicles, returned to NCN from their
shopping trip, they were met at the community's
entrance by RCMP and First Nations safety
officers (FNSOs). One of them live streamed
their return on social media after there was an
attempt to prevent them from re-entering the
community.
The hour-long Facebook live stream prompted
some community members to go out and help
the women stuck at the checkpoint. NCN
Chief Marcel Moody defended the shopping
restrictions and said there is a need to try to
protect the community against the spread of
COVID-19.

New program helps Nova Scotians quit smoking

A new program, first of its kind, is now available in Nova Scotia
to provide free nicotine replacement therapies to people trying to quit
smoking cigarettes. The Lung Association of Nova Scotia launched the
program, called Quit NS, on January 18.  The program aims to help
participants quit smoking over a four-week period by providing them
with free nicotine replacement therapies, such as gums and lozenges
that are sent directly to them in the mail.
"The focus is to get nicotine replacement therapy into the hands of
people that are looking to try and quit," said Robert MacDonald, the
president and CEO of the Lung Association of Nova Scotia.
"January is always a good month—a fresh start—and now is the time
to try and help those that are really looking to find some answers to quit
smoking."
Quit NS is based on a program that was developed by the Centre for
Addictions and Mental Health in Toronto, which has partnered with
the Lung Association to bring it to Nova Scotia. MacDonald said 400
nicotine replacement therapy kits are available to Nova Scotians over
18. They must have a mailing address, currently smoke cigarettes and be
willing to attempt to quit within 30 days of program enrolment.

People can register online or by calling the Lung Association of
Nova Scotia. When registering, participants will answer a few questions
which will be screened by staff at the centre to determine if they are
eligible, how addicted they are to nicotine and what dosage they will
require. The kits will then be mailed directly to the participant.

Survivors of Mohawk Institute get
$10.2M to look for unmarked graves

The group overseeing the search for
unmarked graves at the former Mohawk Institute
Residential School in Brantford, Ontario is
getting $10,259,975 from Ottawa. However,
the group says it isn't enough for them to do
the work. The federal funding to the Survivors'
Secretariat at Six Nations of the Grand River
will be disbursed over three years as the search
is underway.
"We're obviously very pleased about the
support that Canada has provided us. It's not
going to be enough, and in fact, the budget we
put forward was for more," Kimberly Murray,
executive lead for the secretariat said on January
24.
The search began in November after Tk'emlúps
te Secwépemc First Nation's preliminary search
in Kamloops, British Columbia detected 215
potential graves last May. Mark Hill, elected
chief of Six Nations, said in a joint statement with
the government the funding is "an important step
in the journey to bring our lost children home."
Marc Miller, minister of Crown-Indigenous
relations, said people "deserve to find out the
truth," and the government is "committed to
supporting those efforts as they work toward
healing and closure."
Murray said the initial funding request was

for over $8 million per year for three years.
The survivors also want to create a community
archives for documents about the history of the
school and the people who suffered in it.
The former Mohawk Institute opened in
1828 and closed in 1970, making it one of the
oldest and longest-running residential schools
in Canada. Some 15,000 students from 20 First
Nation communities were at the school. Many
of them were abducted from their homes and
abused there. Records indicate there were 54
deaths at the residential school, but local police
services said they didn't know where they were
buried.
$8.9M to be spent to expand Indigenous
justice centres in B.C.
The federal government will spend nearly $9
million over five years to expand Indigenous
justice centres in British Columbia as part
of a new agreement with the province and
First Nations Justice Council to address the
overrepresentation of Indigenous peoples in the
criminal justice system.
There are currently four Indigenous justice
centres across the province, including a virtual centre
and locations in Prince George, Merritt, and Prince
Rupert, which were established as part of an overall
strategy to provide more support and legal advice

at a community level. Advocates say the agreement
is an important step toward ending discrimination
against Indigenous people who need help navigating
the justice system and need access to restorative
justice and First Nations-led community programs.
Doug White, chair of the British Columbia
First Nations Justice Council, said the centres
work toward reducing the number of First Nations
people involved in the criminal justice system
and improving the experiences of those who are
there. He said the federal money will go toward
increasing the number of centres in the province to
15 and expanding services at the existing centres.
Recent statistics from the federal Office of
the Correctional Investigator show more than
30 percent of Canada's inmates are Indigenous,
yet they make up about five percent of the total
population. Minister of Justice David Lametti
said the justice centre funding is in response
to recommendations made by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.
Lametti said he's hopeful the British
Columbia model for First Nations justice centres
can be adapted and used across Canada. British
Columbia Attorney General David Eby, who
also attended the news conference, is hopeful the
strategy will help reduce the number of
Indigenous people in the criminal justice system.
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Deal reached to defer
old-growth logging in B.C.

Blueberry farmers ask
B.C. govt to provide direct
financial assistance

Logging will be temporarily deferred in approximately 2,500 hectares of
old-growth forest following an agreement between four Vancouver Island
First Nations and a forestry company. The Nanwakolas Council, which
represents four First Nations, and Western Forest Products have agreed to
defer old-growth logging in a section of forest north of Campbell River for
two years.
The deferral includes preservation of 10 square kilometres of forest
identified by an old-growth advisory panel as needing protection. Another
15 square kilometres of priority ancient forests were also deferred through
other agreements between the nations and the forestry firm.
In November, the government said it would defer the logging of British
Columbia's rarest old-growth trees and gave 200 First Nations a deadline to
say if they supported the deferrals or if they thought further discussion was
required. Nanwakolas Council president Dallas Smith used a pop-culture
reference to summarize his reaction to the agreement.
First Nations waited for years to ensure their cultural values were
incorporated to discuss forests and all that they hold, Smith said, adding that
came together with the agreement. He further said unlike in the past, those
solutions will come from First Nations, be rooted in Indigenous values, but
still look after the economic concerns of the region.
Forests Minister Katrine Conroy said on January 19 the temporary halt
of logging in large sections of old-growth is an important measure giving
First Nations and the forest industry time and space to develop long-term
strategies.

Blueberry farmers in the flood-ravaged Sumas Prairie area of
Abbotsford, British Columbia are seeking financial aid from the
province as they face a decade-long rebuilding effort. Hundreds of
farmers in the low-lying region east of the city faced widespread
flooding in late November, with acres of crops submerged in water
for weeks and thousands of animals and livestock perishing in the
floods. The British Columbia Blueberry Council said 2,500 acres of
the fruit crop were lost in the floods. They also said the provincial
government has not responded to a report detailing the extensive
damage farmers have faced.
At a meeting with opposition MLAs on January 24, farmers said
the province has not yet reached out with information on financial
aid to recover from the disaster. British Columbia is one of the
largest suppliers of highbush blueberries—the variety commonly
found in grocery stores—in the world and, according to the British
Columbia Blueberry Council, produces an average of about 73
million kilograms of blueberries each year.
That production has seen a dip in the past two years, according
to the council, with 2021 seeing a downturn in production of
approximately 22 million kilograms due to the floods, the recordbreaking heat wave in June, and other challenges. Opposition British
Columbia Liberal MLAs meeting the farmers urged the province to
provide direct financial assistance.
There was no indication how much money the province would
provide under these schemes. The province also pointed to federal
insurance schemes farmers could apply for when asked about
financial assistance provided so far.

Future of B.C. warming centre unclear as funding runs out

A warming centre in Nanaimo, British Columbia
has had to close after the organization running the
centre ran out of funding, but advocates remain
committed to finding the money to keep it afloat.
Risebridge, a non-profit organization that advocates
for BIPOC people and other marginalized groups,
launched the warming centre in December and has
served nearly 100 people a day since it opened. The
centre was created for people to get warm and

dry during the cold, wet winter months. It also
provided harm reduction services, first aid, and
connected people with other outreach services.
"It wasn't just a shelter to provide warmth and
keep people out of the cold," said Risebridge
executive director Jovan Johnson.
The centre operated using funding from the
United Way but has also relied on donations
from the public. In December Johnson wrote a

letter to the city asking for another $30,000 in
funding to keep it open through the winter.
After not hearing back for several weeks,
Johnson asked to address council but was invited
instead to a finance committee meeting. Johnson
said she will meet with city managers to put
together a report for the February 7 meeting
of council and may also appear at the finance
committee meeting on February 16.

Canada's only pipeline system transporting oil
from Alberta to the west coast.
It was bought by the federal government
for $4.5 billion in 2018, after previous owner
Kinder Morgan Canada Inc. threatened to scrap
the pipeline's planned expansion project in the
face of environmentalist opposition. Under
the ownership of Trans Mountain Corp., a
federal Crown corporation, the Trans Mountain

expansion project is currently underway, and
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has indicated
he is open to ownership of the pipeline by
Indigenous groups.
Several Indigenous-led initiatives have
already come forward. Project Reconciliation
is seeking a 100 percent ownership stake in the
pipeline with no equity requirement or liability
risk to Indigenous partners.
Its goal is to distribute cash flow from the
pipeline between the participating Indigenous
community owners, and an Indigenous
Sovereign Wealth Fund that will invest in energy
transition projects. The federal government
has not yet accepted any bids for the pipeline,
though Alexis said he expects negotiations with
interested parties to begin "within a month or
two."

Indigenous non-profit wants buy Trans Mountain Pipeline

A new Indigenous non-profit organization
is seeking an ownership stake in the Trans
Mountain Pipeline. Nesika Services publicly
launched on January 24, calling itself a
grassroots,
community-led
not-for-profit,
which wants to make sure communities along
the pipeline's route receive its benefits directly.
Chief Tony Alexis of the Alexis Nakota Sioux
Nation in Alberta, who is also the chair and
founding director of Nesika, said 14 Indigenous
communities along the pipeline's route in Alberta
and British Columbia have already signed on.
He said Nesika is in the process of reaching
out to all 129 communities that have been
identified by the federal government as being
impacted by Trans Mountain to ensure they have
a chance to join in. The Trans Mountain pipeline
carries 300,000 barrels of oil per day and is
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Quebec asks bureaucrats to work in
hospitals due to staffing shortage

Quebec Premier François Legault asked
government employees last month to volunteer
to work in hospitals, as staffing shortages
continue to hamper the province's health-care
system. Bureaucrats are being asked to opt-in to
work in a hospital setting as service aides, taking
over non-medical tasks normally performed by
nurses. That could include disinfecting surfaces
and equipment, doing administrative tasks, and
providing meals to patients.
"There is a storm to weather, and the
government is launching a call for solidarity,"
wrote Éric Ducharme, the secretary of Quebec's

Treasury Board, in an email.
The letter, which was sent to all provincial
employees, said the health ministry needs to
"rapidly respond to significant labour shortages
across its territory," and is asking for volunteers.
"In this period of significant increases in
hospitalizations due to the pandemic, our
colleagues are therefore calling on us to go, for a
few weeks, to lend a hand," it read.
The office of Sonia LeBel, the president
of Quebec's Treasury Board, confirmed
they are hoping 2,165 people will sign up.
The union that represents public and para-

public service workers in the province, known
by its French acronym, the SFPQ, wants the
government to focus the effort on seasonal
employees, such as those who work in the
province's national parks, who are currently
without work. SFPQ president Christian
Daigle said 30 to 35 percent of the union's
members are essential and can't give up their
jobs.
A Health Ministry spokesperson, MarieHélène Émond, told CBC Monday 500 "public
service resources" were deployed to the healthcare network in the spring and summer of 2021.

Many parents in Ontario expressed raising
concerns about the three-ply cloth masks their
children received from schools last month,
saying the masks are too big and not protective
enough against the highly contagious Omicron
variant. The provincial government said it would
be providing school staff with N95 masks and
students with three-ply cloth masks as in-person
learning resumed in the last week of January.
A spokeswoman said the province sends a mix
of sizes to boards, which have the flexibility to
place varying orders for the sizes their students
need. A few boards said the masks they received

were too big for some young children and said
they were working on addressing the issue. The
Upper Grand District School Board in Guelph
said the board has heard "some comments that
the masks are too big for some students."
Spokeswoman Heather Loney said school
administrators have been reminded "to ensure
the fit of the cloth masks and to make every effort
to ensure that students receive an appropriately
sized mask when distributed."
The board said it received the masks from the
Ministry of Education based on the enrolment
numbers—children in kindergarten received "child"

masks, those in Grades 1 to 6 received "youth"
masks, while students in Grades 7 and 8 received
"adult" masks. The board has also purchased
additional student masks to ensure "readily available
and additional size options," Loney said.
The Durham District School Board also
said it noticed some masks shipped from the
province were "too large for most students"
and said it had requested smaller masks. In the
Toronto area, Jenna Leon said her seven-yearold daughter received one mask this week that
was "way too big" and called the quality of it
"mediocre."

Parents say students in Ontario given ill-fitting masks

Ontario gives $120M boost to cities' gas tax funding

Ontario municipalities with public transit systems will receive an
additional $120 million in funding this year. The Ontario government
provides those communities with two cents per litre of the provincial
gas tax revenue it collects. This year, the government is topping up the
funding with the additional cash to make up for reduced gas sales during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 107 municipalities will receive more than $375 million in total.
Transportation Minister Caroline Mulroney said the gas tax funding allows
municipalities to operate and expand public transit systems people rely on
for work and essential trips. About half the funding goes to the city of
Toronto.

Protest by truckers paralyses Canada’s capital

Thousands of truck drivers in Canada took to
the streets in the last week of January to protest
against the vaccine ban, severely disrupting
normal life in country’s capital.
After a week-long drive, participants in the
so-called “Freedom Convoy” began arriving in
Ottawa on Jan 28 from across the country, and
a crowd of thousands marched through the city
the next day to denounce a coronavirus vaccine
mandate and Covid-19 measures for truckers
driving across the Canada-US border.
The protest continued in the capital for
the fifth consecutive day on Feb 1, severely
affecting normal life by clogging downtown
Ottawa streets.
Ottawa residents said they were living a
nightmare in their homes. Constant honking
and noise on the streets, as well as the smell of
diesel fuel have left them sleepless.
The protest, which police estimate ranged
from 5,000 to 18,000 people on Jan 29, dwindled,

but those who linger for a fifth day continued to
blare their horns over neighbourhoods where
tens of thousands of people live.
Organisers insisted they will hold their
protest peacefully, but police said they were
prepared for trouble.
The protest has been dubbed the Freedom
Convoy, and it got the country talking.
The movement was sparked by a vaccine
mandate for truckers crossing the US-Canada
border, implemented by Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau's Liberal government in early January.

The Prime Minister denounced the protest.
Upset with the new measure that would
require unvaccinated Canadian truckers
crossing the two nations' boundary to quarantine
once they've returned home, a loose coalition
of truckers and conservative groups began to
organise the cross-country drive that began in
western Canada.
Social media and news footage showed trucks
and companion vehicles snaking along highways,
cheered on by people gathered on roadsides and
overpasses, often waving Canadian flags and
signs disparaging Mr Trudeau.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
denounced “symbols of hatred and division” that
were on display during mass demonstrations by
anti-vaccine truckers and their supporters in the
capital, Ottawa.
Speaking to reporters on Jan 31, Trudeau
said that while people have a right to protest,
“hate can never be the answer”.

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE

The wise discern, the foolish fail to see,
And minds prepare for things about to be
The wise are those who know beforehand what will happen; those who do not know this are the unwise
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Tamil MPs call for 13th Amendment as
starting point to federal solution

Tamil family
win court case
in Australia
Tamil parliamentarians in January wrote
a letter to Indian Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi, seeking India’s initiative to ensure Sri
Lanka abides by its commitments under the
13th Amendment and devolve power to the
Tamil provinces as a starting point "towards a
federal structure.” The parliamentarians of Tamil
National Alliance (TNA), Tamil Makkal Thesiya
Kootani (TMTK), and Illankai Tamil Arasu
Katchi (ITAK) are among others who jointly
wrote the letter.
The letter stressed the role India has played
since the 1980s in shaping a federal framework
for Sri Lanka which culminated in the signing
of the Indo-Lanka Accord in 1987. This accord
laid out provisions for devolution including the
merging of the northern and eastern provinces
and led to the passage of the 13th Amendment in
Sri Lankan Parliament.

In the letter to Modi, the Tamil representatives
said successive Sri Lankan governments have been
reluctant to implement the devolutionary clauses
and have also been “unilaterally reacquiring
powers” from the provinces. They also expressed
concern Sri Lanka has been intensively grabbing
the land of Tamils to alter the demography of the
Northeast.
“This must be halted immediately, or else
the provisions of the Indo-Lanka Accord will be
rendered nugatory,” they warned.
The Tamil politicians requested the Indian
Prime Minister to urge Sri Lanka to “fully
implement the provisions” of the 13th Amendment
and guarantee other commitments made by
successive governments since 1987. The 13th
Amendment has been a subject of much debate
in Tamil policy ever since it came into force.

An announcement by Sri Lanka’s Ministry of
Defence that marriages of Sri Lankan citizens
to foreigners will now require military approval
has triggered fears in the Tamil diaspora over its
ties to the homeland. Under the new law, which
came into effect on January 1, 2022, all foreign
nationals who want to marry Sri Lankan citizens
haves to obtain a “Security Clearance Report”
from the military. An in-depth health declaration
must also be submitted to the military, with details
ranging from HIV status to any history of kidney
disease. The Sri Lankan military insists the new
measures are for “national security” purposes.
“We have seen some foreigners wanting to
marry Sri Lankans here with ulterior motives
like engaging in drug trafficking and money
laundering,” said Registrar General W.M.M.B.
Weerasekara. “We want to make sure those
foreigners who want to marry locals here are not
involved in such activities.”
Meanwhile, the Defense Ministry's media
director, Lieutenant Colonel Nalin Herath,

said the new measure has been taken to check
“criminal activities,” including “terrorism.” It
has given rise to fear both inside and outside Sri
Lanka, particularly in the Tamil diaspora.
“With so many of us having fled the island and
living dispersed around the world, homelanddiaspora marriages have been common in the
Eelam Tamil community for more than 30 years,”
said a British citizen who married a Sri Lankan
citizen in 2018.
“This new policy is a terrifying overreach by the
Sri Lankan state, and an obvious attempt to expand
its surveillance of diaspora Tamils, which we know
it already mandates through its foreign missions.”
The ruling revealed how the Sri Lankan state,
through its foreign embassies, infiltrates and
extensively monitors Tamil diaspora groups.
Given the extensive surveillance of the Tamil
diaspora, protests have taken place around the
world, including in Germany and Australia,
highlighting the risk that Eelam Tamils face on
the island.

Fear grips Tamil diaspora as SL military’s
approval needed for marriage

Journalist Lasantha
Wickramatunge commemorated

Sri Lanka’s murdered journalist, Lasantha
Wickrematunge was commemorated in a
ceremony held by the Batticaloa Press Club on
January 8, marking 13 years since he was gunned
down in Colombo.
Flowers were laid before a portrait of the
murdered editor at the Batticaloa Press Club
before a lamp was lit and more tributes paid at
a memorial to murdered journalists at Gandhi
Park in the city. Amongst those present at the
commemoration were TNA MP Shanakiyan and
Batticaloa’s Deputy Mayor K. Sathiyaseelan.

A Tamil family who was removed by
Australian authorities from their home in
Biloela almost four years ago last month
won an important court case which will
allow them to apply for new bridging visas,
though their battle against deportation to
Sri Lanka continues.
The Murugappan family won their case
in the Federal Circuit Court, following a
ruling that found Australian Immigration
Minister Alex Hawke’s decision to prevent
three members of the family from applying
for bridging visas was procedurally unfair.
Three members of the family--Nades and
Priya and their daughter Kopika-–were
granted bridging visas in June 2021, so they
could live in community detention in Perth
whilst the youngest member of the family
Tharnicaa received medical treatment.
As she was receiving treatment at the
time, Tharnicaa has not received a bridging
visa, and is subject to an order requiring
her to live in community detention. The
family’s lawyer, Carina Ford said the case
“may not change the status quo” for the
family, because Tharnicaa is still subject
to a community detention order. The other
three bridging visas are due to run out later
this year.
The family’s friends and locals in Biloela
celebrated the court victory, stating it was a
"really big win.”
"This is another example where the
minister has been found to be procedurally
unfair towards our family," said family
friend Angela Fredericks.
"[The Australian Government] can
choose to appeal or they can choose to
leave it as it is, which means then it's open
to the family to renew a bridging visa later
down the track," Ford said.
"It's also open for the government to
consider whether it's in the interest of both
parties to just continue the ongoing saga
of this case. That means maybe this is the
government's chance to make the decision
to grant the family a visa so that they can
return to Biloela."
Others in Australia also praised the
decision, with Shadow Minister for Home
Affairs, Kristina Keneally tweeting that
Labor welcomed the Court's ruling. Labor
welcomed the Federal Court’s verdict
delivered on January 24.
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Fundamental rights in Sri Lanka in jeopardy, warns HRW

In its year-end report Human Rights Watch
detailed how the Rajapaksa regime has placed
fundamental rights under “serious jeopardy”
with “escalated surveillance and intimidation
targeting victims’ families and human rights
defenders.”
Sri Lanka’s Foreign Ministry has decried the
report, claiming it was “exaggerated and unduly
negative.” He further warned the “sensationalized
and biased reporting” “risks igniting and
aggravating domestic discord.” The statement also
condemned the evidence gathering mechanism
contained in the latest UN Human Rights Council
resolution alleging it would lead to politicization
and polarization in Sri Lanka.

In their report released in January the HRW
details victims and activists who engaged with
the Human Rights Council have been targeted
by Sri Lanka security forces. This includes
Tamil families of the disappeared who have been
campaigning for years to learn the fate of their
loved ones who were last seen with Sri Lanka
security forces.
The report details the surveillance and threats
they faced from Sri Lankan agents including
intimidating phone calls. Sri Lankan authorities
have demanded to know the personal details of
staff working with human rights defenders and
have inquired into their work on accountability
for past atrocities.

HRW also noted the targeting of funding for
human rights groups under the pretence such
finance was used to support terrorism. The report
also highlighted Kumaravadivel Guruparan, a
lawyer representing the families of victims of
enforced disappearance, was prevented from
teaching law at Jaffna University following an
intervention by the Army.
Commenting on the ongoing religious
persecution on the island the report details how
the discrimination against Muslims noting the
widely-condemned policy of forced cremations
and how social media platforms has enabled
for the circulation of malicious islamophobic
rumours.

Pakistan soldiers killed in check post attack

Pakistan’s military has confirmed at least
10 soldiers were killed in an attack on a
security check post in the southwest province
of Balochistan, according to a statement. The
attack took place on the night of January 25 in
the Kech area, located near the country’s western
border with Iran and roughly 600km (373 miles)
south of the provincial capital Quetta, Pakistan’s
military said in a statement.
“During intense exchange of fire, one
terrorist was killed and several injured,” said the
statement. “While repulsing terrorists’ fire raid,
10 soldiers embraced martyrdom.”
The Pakistani military’s press wing said a
“follow-up clearance operation” was ongoing
and three suspects had been apprehended since
the attack. No group immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack, but Pakistan’s
military has been battling an armed ethnic Baloch
separatist movement in the region for more than
10 years.
Attacks against Pakistani security forces in
southern Balochistan have been on the rise, with
this check post attack the second such attack in
a month. On December 24 at least two soldiers
were killed when unidentified gunmen attacked
a security forces check post in Kech, according
to a military statement. That attack came 10 days
after a soldier was killed in an attack on a border

Ukraine crisis...

Continues from page 1
The conflict in eastern Ukraine has
transitioned to a stalemate after it first erupted
in early 2014, but shelling and skirmishes still
regularly occur, including an escalation in
violence in the spring of 2021. In mid-December
2021, the Russian foreign ministry issued a set
of demands which included a ban on Ukraine
entering the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and a reduction of NATO troops and
military equipment in eastern Europe in order
for its military forces to be withdrawn.
The United States and other NATO allies
rejected these demands and have warned Russia
of retaliation if Ukraine is invaded, including
economic sanctions. Other assistance has been
deployed to Ukraine, including small arms and
other defensive weaponry. Russia has warned
it would quickly take "retaliatory measures" if
the US and its allies reject its security demands
over NATO and Ukraine, raising pressure on the
West. According to media reports, about 8,500
U.S. troops were put on heightened alert for
possible deployment to Europe.

post along the nearby Pakistan-Iran border.
Balochistan is Pakistan’s largest but least
populated province, with vast swathes of
uninhabited arid mountainous land. The province
regularly scores near the bottom of national
human development indicator rankings.
UN chief calls on Taliban to uphold women’s
rights
The Taliban must uphold the fundamental
human rights of women and children, the United
Nations chief said, urging the international
community to release frozen Afghan aid to
prevent families from selling their babies to buy
food.
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres also
warned, “Afghanistan is hanging by a thread”
as millions of impoverished citizens struggle
to survive amid deteriorating humanitarian
conditions.
The United States and NATO delivered
separate written responses on January 26 to
Russia’s security demands, as efforts to reach
a diplomatic solution to the crisis over Ukraine
continue. The US has rejected Russia's demand
to bar Ukraine from NATO, amid warnings
Russia might invade its neighbour.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken gave
Russia a formal response to its demands to
resolve the Ukraine crisis. Mr. Blinken gave no
concessions but said he was offering Russia "a
serious diplomatic path forward, should Russia
choose it.” A Russian minister said his country
would study Mr. Blinken's response, delivered in
coordination with NATO.
Russia had issued a written list of its concerns
about the expansion of the NATO military
alliance and related security issues. Among
them was a demand for NATO to rule out the
possibility of Ukraine and others ever joining the
alliance.
In recent weeks, Russia has been amassing
large numbers of troops on the Ukraine border-something Western countries have seen as
preparation for a possible invasion. Russia
denies this. Adding to the turmoil, the British

“We urge the Taliban to seize this moment
and garner international trust and goodwill by
recognising and upholding the basic human
rights that belong to every girl and woman,”
Guterres told a UN Security Council meeting.
He expressed concern over recent reports
of arbitrary arrests and abductions of women
activists, saying, “I strongly appeal for their
release.”
At the same time, he added, “I appeal to the
international community to step up support for the
people of Afghanistan,” including by releasing
aid funds in Washington that remain frozen by
the World Bank and the US Government.
Some $9.5 billion in Afghan central bank
reserves remain blocked outside the country
and international support given to the previous
government has dried up since the Taliban seized
power last August.
More than half of all Afghans face “extreme
levels of hunger,” Guterres told the council,
and “some families are selling their babies to
purchase food.”
China’s UN Ambassador Zhang Jun
mentioned the case of one woman who “sold her
two daughters and a kidney” to feed her family.
“This is a human tragedy”, he said, implicitly
urging Washington to lift “unilateral sanctions”
and ease the freeze on Afghan assets.

Government revealed details on January 22 of
what it called an alleged Russian plot to install
a pro-Kremlin leader in the Ukrainian capital of
Kyiv.
In October 2021, Russia began moving
troops and military equipment near the border
with Ukraine, raising concerns over a potential
invasion. Commercial satellite imagery
and social media posts from November and
December 2021 showed armor, missiles, and
other heavy weaponry moving toward Ukraine
with no official explanation. By December more
than one hundred thousand troops were in place
near the border, and U.S. intelligence officials
warned Russia may be planning an invasion of
Ukraine in early 2022.
Meanwhile, the Canadian Government has
urged its citizens to avoid non-essential travel
to Ukraine, in a new advisory citing "Russian
aggression."
"We have changed the risk level for Ukraine
to avoid non-essential travel due to ongoing
Russian aggression and military buildup in and
around the country," the Canadian Government
said in a travel advisory issued on January 15.
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India’s PM Modi, Central Asian leaders
pledge closer economic ties

India and five central Asian countries decided
to set up a joint working group for providing
aid to Afghanistan to tackle the humanitarian
crisis and the issue of recognition of the Taliban,
an Indian official said. India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hosted a virtual summit with
leaders of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
India and China are competing for influence
in the region. Chinese President Xi Jinping
chaired a similar virtual summit with leaders
of Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan to build even closer ties, China’s
official Xinhua news agency reported.
A joint declaration after summit said there was
a broad regional consensus on the issues related
to Afghanistan, which includes the formation of a
“truly representative and inclusive government,”
combating extremist groups and drug trafficking
and preserving the rights of women, children and
national ethnic groups and minorities.
Modi and the five leaders also agreed to set up
another joint working group to develop Chabahar
Port in Iran to provide sea access to landlocked

countries, Reenat Sandhu, secretary in India’s
External Affairs Ministry, told reporters in New
Delhi. Afghanistan and Central Asian countries
lack overland connectivity with India, which has
invested in developing and running Chabahar
Port to promote trade in the region.
India is keen to make Chabahar, Iran’s closest
sea link to the Indian Ocean, a rival to Gwadar,
some 80km (50 miles) away across the border in
Pakistan, which Pakistan has been building with
Chinese investment. Pakistan doesn’t allow India
to use its land route to reach Afghanistan and
Central Asian countries following the heightening
of tensions since Modi came to power in 2014.
India recently committed up to $500 million
for the development of Chabahar Port and
associated roads and rail lines. India has also
provided a $450 million credit line to Uzbekistan
for developing roads, a seweage system and the
information technology sector. In 2020, India
announced a $1 billion credit to five Central
Asian countries to pursue priority projects in
connectivity, energy, IT and healthcare, India’s
External Affairs Ministry said.

“Our fight is for self-rule”
TNA’s Sumanthiran says

and it should have been translated as ‘Policies.’
Our party policy is a mandate we have received
from our people itself, and that is a consistent
mandate that we have received and for which
we serve our people. We do not listen to others
who tell us how to serve our people. So, it does
not lie in even the mouth of H.E the President to
tell us to lay aside the mandate that our people
have given us, and to join him in providing basic
facilities.”

Criticizing a speech last month by Sri
Lanka’s president, Tamil National Alliance
parliamentarian M. A. Sumanthiran called the
remarks “an insult” and said the Tamil people
have been fighting for self-determination and
self-rule.
Speaking in Sri Lanka’s Parliament on January
19, Sumanthiran said Gotabaya Rajapaksa
doubled down on denying human rights abuses
and claimed to “reject racism” in his speech he
delivered to Parliament the previous day. It was
insulting to the Tamil people, the TNA lawmaker
maintained.
He also criticized Rajapaksa’s remark the
Tamil people wanted “facilities.”
“They have not been fighting for facilities but
fighting for equal citizenship, their rights for selfdetermination, the right for self-rule, for shared
powers of governance,” said Sumanthiran.
“For the President to reduce all of that to a
level of saying that there are basic facilities that
are necessary, and that is what we bring about
in reconciliation… This also says much about
the President’s understanding of this national
problem,” he added.
Rajapaksa called on the “Members of
Parliament representing the people of the
North and East in this Parliament to set aside
various political ideologies… and support the
government’s efforts.”
“What does the President mean by ideology?”
questioned Sumanthiran.
“I read the Sinhala and the Tamil translations,
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British minister
attaches
importance to
progress on UN
resolution 40/1

British Minister for South Asia Tariq
Ahmad stressed last month the need for
addressing long-term Tamil concerns
including ensuring Sri Lanka meets
commitments under UN Human Rights
Councils Resolution 46/1. He made
this observation while he met with the
leader of the Tamil National Alliance, R.
Sampanthan and parliamentarian M.A.
Sumanthiran during his 3-day visit to Sri
Lanka, during which the minister made
historic trips to Jaffna and Trincomalee.
During his travels, the British minister
also met with the governors of the North
and Eastern provinces as well as with the
coordinator of the P2P movement.
In a write-up ahead of his visit,
Ahmad stressed the importance of the
Geneva process in providing “an essential
framework for all those supporting Sri
Lanka’s progress on peace, accountability,
reconciliation, and social cohesion
following the civil war.”
The UK led the latest UN resolution
which mandated the collection and
preservation of evidence that may be used
in a future war crimes tribunal. Sri Lanka
bitterly opposed the resolution describing
it as “unwarranted, unjustified,” and
“illegal.” His visit came as the TNA
and other prominent Tamil political
parties wrote to India demanding the
implementation of the 13th Amendment
as the starting point towards a federal
solution.

Sri Lanka ranks 102 in TI’s
Corruption Perceptions Index

Sri Lanka was ranked 102 out of 180
countries scoring 37 out of 100 in the 2021
Corruption Perception Index (CPI) compiled
by the Transparency International and released
on January 25. According to the Transparency
International’s Sri Lanka chapter, the 2021
Corruption Perceptions Index ranking indicates
the country has not made any progress in fighting
corruption for a decade. Sri Lanka’s score in
the 2021 CPI at 37 is one point lower than the
previous year (38). Sri Lanka’s rank has dropped
from 94th in 2020 to 102 in 2021.
Over the past 10 years Sri Lanka’s CPI score

has remained relatively the same with the lowest
score of 36 reported in 2016 and the highest
score of 40 reported in 2012. The CPI scores 180
countries and territories around the world based
on perceptions of public sector corruption. The
scores reflect the views of experts and surveys
from businesspeople.
The CPI is calculated using data from 13
external sources, including the World Bank,
World Economic Forum, private risk and
consulting companies, think tanks and others.
The CPI uses a scale from 0 to 100; 100 is very
clean and 0 is highly corrupt.
Types of public sector corruption captured
in the CPI encompass bribery, diversion
of public funds, effective prosecution of
corruption cases, adequate legal frameworks,
access to information, and legal protections for
whistleblowers, journalists, and investigators.
The top countries on the Index are Denmark
(88), Finland (88) and New Zealand (88) while
Somalia (13), Syria (13) and South Sudan (11)
remain at the bottom of the CPI.
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British Tamils protest
against 13th Amendment

Dozens of British Tamils staged demonstration on Downing Street last
month to protest against the 13th Amendment in Sri Lanka–-a provision
within the Constitution of Sri Lanka in agreement with India that calls for
limited devolution of powers and instead, calls for a complete end to the
occupation of the Tamil homeland. The protest comes as Tamil politicians
have been engaged in discussions over the 13th Amendment and devolution
of powers in recent weeks.
A joint letter is reportedly being prepared to be sent to the Indian
Government, outlining Tamil demands. Protestors in London gathered with
Tamil Eelam flags and denounced the 13th Amendment, stating only an
independent state free from Sri Lankan rule would be acceptable to the
Tamil people. The banner read: “No to Unitary State, End occupation. Free
Tamil Eelam.”
The 13th Amendment was established in 1987 as part of the Indo-Lanka
accords and created the system of Provincial Council and promised greater
devolution of land and police powers to a merged Northeast. However,
despite its passage, Sri Lanka has failed to implement its accord despite
repeated calls from Tamil politicians and the Indian Government.
In a public statement in January, the Tamil National People's Front
slammed the 13th Amendment and maintained their steadfast commitment
to “the hallowed Tamil National principles of nationhood and selfdetermination.”

Sri Lankan prison chief
sentenced to death over
2012 prison massacre
A Sri Lankan court sentenced a senior prison official to death
last month over his role in the killing of at least 27 inmates in
a massacre at the Welikada Prison in 2012. Sri Lanka’s Prisons
Commissioner Emil Lamahewage was found guilty over his role
in the killings, which was initially reported as a clash between Sri
Lankan Special Task Force (STF) elite commandos and Sinhala
prisoners. It emerged that at least 27 inmates were killed, and at
least eight were called out by name and executed.
According to court documents, weapons were later planted to
make it seem as if the prisoners had fired on the guards. As the riot
spread across the prison, located in Colombo, more than 180 Tamil
political prisoners were reportedly moved from Magazine Pprison
in Welikada to another jail for their own safety.
Though Lamahewage was found guilty, his co-accused, police
commando Moses Rangajeewa was not convicted. It took almost
five years for Sri Lankan authorities to launch an investigation into
the massacre. Witnesses to the massacre reported intimidation,
whilst gunmen also reportedly fired at the house of one of the key
eyewitnesses.
Eventually, Lamahewage and Rangajeewa were indicted in 2019.
However, apart from Lamahewage, no one has been convicted.

President pledges to fulfill all promises in next three years

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa said last
month everything promised to the people will
be fulfilled in next three years, which were said
to be fulfilled within five years. He made this
statement while addressing a gathering after
opening the Mirigama-Kurunegala section of the
Central Expressway to the public on January 15.
The President, the Prime Minister and other
ministers and parliamentarians opened the
Central Expressway section at Mirigama entrance
and made way to the Kurunegala Interchange,
where the main public meeting was held.
Speaking at the event, the President assured
the people as a leader descended from a

Tamils protest against
construction of
Buddhist vihara in
Trincomalee

Last month Tamils protested against
plans to construct a new Buddhist vihara
in Periyankulam and Trincomalee. The
demonstration was organised on January 7 to
foil the bid of a Sinhala Buddhist monk trying
to build a new vihara in place of a row of Tamil
businesses.
Following orders from the monk, Uppuveli
police threatened two Tamil traders, claiming
their shops will be removed to accommodate
the new vihara. Protesters opposed construction
of a vihara as the village is not inhabited by
Buddhists.
Demonstrators were joined by the Tamil
National People's Front (TNPF) leader
Gajendrakumar Ponnambalam and General
Secretary Selvarajah Kajendren. A huge numbers
of Buddhist temples and Sinhala settlements
have been built in the Tamil homeland since the
end of the armed conflict, locals say.

farming family, he would always take the lead
in protecting the farmer. President Rajapaksa
said he would not forget the youths who had
cultivated barren paddy lands when he came to
power and invited them to join once again.
The President said he had instructed the
minister of agriculture to empower the farmers by

purchasing paddy for Rs. 95 even. Addressing the
gathering, Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
said today’s world and society move at a fast
pace and pointed out an advanced transport
system is essential to take advantage of the time.
The President and Sports Minister Namal
Rajapaksa distributed prizes and certificates to
the winners of the Cycling Race held to mark
the opening of the Central Expressway. The
event was attended by members of the Maha
Sangha, other religious leaders, ministers,
governors, parliamentarians and other people’s
representatives, government officials and the
residents of the area.

Sri Lanka slams Canada
over travel warnings

Sri Lanka’s foreign ministry slammed
Canada’s latest advisory on travel to the
island, claiming the warnings are “erroneous
and outdated.” In mid-January, the Canadian
Government warned its citizens travelling to the
island to “exercise a high degree of caution” and
“keep supplies of food, water and fuel on hand”
as a massive economic crisis grips Sri Lanka.
Some 500,000 people have fallen into poverty
according to data from the World Bank as food
prices skyrocket and inflation rises. Canada
also warned the Sri Lankan military “continues

to maintain a strong presence in the country’s
North and East, including the Jaffna Peninsula.”
“Military and police checkpoints can be
established, and road closures can occur
suddenly,” it added.
Sri Lanka, however, claimed the warning
“does not reflect the actual situation” and is
“flawed.”
“Food security and law and order are the
topmost priorities of the government, and the
availability of all essentials is considered as a
vital part of the government’s functions,” said a
statement from the foreign minister on January
19.
“As such, high priority is given to ensuring
that all essential items continue to be available
to the public at all times, and there are sufficient
stocks of food items.”
It went on to claim the government “maintains
minimum presence of military in the North
and the East to ensure security and stability in
keeping with national security imperatives.”
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UN chief calls on Taliban
to uphold women’s rights

The Taliban must uphold the fundamental human
rights of women and children, the United Nations
chief has said, urging the international community
to release frozen Afghan aid to prevent families
from selling their babies to buy food. SecretaryGeneral Antonio Guterres also warned on January
26 “Afghanistan is hanging by a thread” as millions
of impoverished citizens struggle to survive amid
deteriorating humanitarian conditions.
“We urge the Taliban to seize this moment
and garner international trust and goodwill by
recognising-–and upholding-–the basic human
rights that belong to every girl and woman,”
Guterres told a UN Security Council meeting.
He expressed concern about recent reports of
arbitrary arrests and abductions of women activists,
saying, “I strongly appeal for their release.”
At the same time, he added, “I appeal to the
international community to step up support for
the people of Afghanistan,” including by releasing
aid funds in Washington that remain frozen by the
World Bank and the US Government.
Some $9.5 billion in Afghan central bank
reserves remain blocked outside the country,
and international support given to the previous
government has dried up since the Taliban seized
power last August. More than half of all Afghans
face “extreme levels of hunger,” Guterres told the
council, and “some families are selling their babies
to purchase food.”
China’s UN Ambassador Zhang Jun mentioned
the case of one woman who “sold her two daughters
and a kidney” to feed her family.
“This is a human tragedy,” he said, implicitly
urging Washington to lift “unilateral sanctions” and
ease the freeze on Afghan assets. The UN continues
to call for “a relaxation of those sanctions,” which
squeeze the economy and prevent the full delivery
of essential services, UN Envoy to Afghanistan
Deborah Lyons told the council via video link.
Guterres said international aid agencies and
donors “need to jump-start Afghanistan’s economy
through increased liquidity,” including $1.2 billion

Burkina Faso President
detained

Burkina Faso's President Roch Kaboré was
detained by dissident forces on January 23. The
neighbouring countries have condemned what they
call an attempted coup in the West African state.
President Roch Kaboré's whereabouts remained
unclear until the last of January amid conflicting
reports on whether he had been detained by dissident
forces.
Gunfire was heard overnight near the presidential
palace and at barracks in the capital, Ouagadougou.
The mutinying troops have demanded the sacking of
military chiefs and more resources to fight Islamist
militants.
Mr. Kaboré has not been seen in public since the
crisis began in the early hours of January 23, but
two posts have appeared on his Twitter account.
The latest one calls on "those who have taken up
arms to lay them down in the higher interest of
the nation,” while an earlier one congratulates the
national football team on their win in an Africa Cup
of Nations match. It is unclear whether Mr. Kaboré
or someone else posted the tweets.

from a World Bank-managed fund for Afghanistan’s
reconstruction that has been frozen.
“Without action, lives will be lost, and despair
and extremism will grow,” he said.
The UN earlier this month appealed for $4.4
billion in humanitarian aid for Afghanistan in 2022.
On January 26, it said it needed a further $3.6 billion
for health and education, basic infrastructure,
promotion of livelihoods and social cohesion,
specifically the needs of women and girls.
Taliban officials last month held talks with
Western powers in Oslo to address the humanitarian
crisis, with Western diplomats linking humanitarian
aid to Afghanistan to an improvement in human
rights. Store, whose country currently chairs
the Security Council, January 26 session of the
15-member body sought to clarify the mandate
of the UN political mission in Afghanistan. The
mandate expires March 17 and must be reviewed to
account for the Taliban’s return to power.
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GLOBAL NEWS
Half a dozen dead
in Cameroon
stadium crush

A crush outside a Cameroon stadium
where the host nation qualified for the
Africa Cup of Nations quarter finals
on January 24 left at least half a dozen
people dead and injured. According to
Cameroonian state television, crowds
attempted to enter Olembe Stadium in
the capital Yaounde to watch Cameroon
beat Comoros 2-1.
Although the stadium’s capacity of
60,000 has been limited over coronavirus
fears, the cap of 60 percent is raised to 80
percent when Cameroon’s Indomitable
Lions play. The Comoros side had
qualified for the last 16 in their first-ever
appearance at the Cup of Nations.
Previously, overcrowding at football
matches has resulted in scores of deaths.
Thousands of fans in the Egyptian
capital Cairo in 2015 attempted to enter
a stadium to watch a game, triggering
panic as police fired tear gas and birdshot
and resulting in 19 dead.
In April 2001, 43 people died in a
stampede at Johannesburg’s Ellis Park
Stadium during a game between Orlando
Pirates and Kaizer Chiefs. In Guatemala
in October 1996, 90 people were killed in
a crush during a World Cup qualification
match between the host nation and Costa
Rica at an overpacked stadium.

58pc Americans believe US
democracy in danger of collapse

One year after the storming of the US Capitol
by the supporters of Donald Trump, six out of
10 Americans believe the country’s democracy
is in danger of collapse, according to a recent
poll. Seventy-six percent of those surveyed
in the poll by Quinnipiac University said they
think political instability in the United States is
a bigger danger than foreign threats. A majority
of those polled--58 percent--said they think the
nation’s democracy is in danger of collapse.
Thirty-seven percent disagreed. Fifty-three
percent said they expect political divisions in the
country to worsen over their lifetime.
As for the likelihood of another attack in the
United States like the one on Congress, 53 percent
of those polled said it was very or somewhat likely.A
special committee of the House of Representatives
is investigating the 6 January 2021 storming of the
Capitol, with 61 percent of those surveyed saying
they back the probe.
A total of 83 percent of Democrats favour it
and 60 percent of Republicans oppose it. The
poll, released on January 12, also had bad news
for President Joe Biden with just 33 percent of
those surveyed saying they approved of the job
he was doing. Fifty-three percent said they
disapproved while 13 percent had no opinion.
Biden had a 38 percent job approval
rating in a Quinnipiac poll in November.
The nationwide poll of 1,313 US adults was
conducted between 7 and 10 January and has a
margin of error of plus or minus 2.7 percentage
points, Quinnipiac said.
On January 6, 2021, a mob of 2,000-2,500
supporters of U.S. President Donald Trump
attacked the Capitol Building in Washington,

D.C. They sought to overturn his defeat in the
2020 presidential election by disrupting the
joint session of Congress assembled to count
electoral votes that would formalize Presidentelect Joe Biden's victory. The Capitol Complex
was locked down and lawmakers and staff were
evacuated as rioters assaulted law enforcement
officers, vandalized property, and occupied the
building for several hours.
Five people died either shortly before,
during, or following the event: one was shot by
capitol police, another died of a drug overdose,
and three died of natural causes. Many people
were injured, including 138 police officers.
Four officers who responded to the attack died
by suicide within seven months.
Called to action by Trump, thousands of
his supporters gathered in Washington, D.C.
on January 5 and 6 to support his false claim
that the 2020 election had been "stolen by
emboldened radical-left Democrats" and to
demand that Vice President Mike Pence and
Congress reject Biden's victory. Trump resisted
sending the National Guard to quell the mob.
Later that afternoon, in a Twitter video, he
reasserted that the election was "fraudulent"
but told his supporters to "go home in peace.”
The Capitol was clear of rioters by midevening, and the counting of the electoral votes
resumed and completed in the early morning
hours of January 7. Pence declared President-elect
Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris
victorious. Pressured by his administration, the
threat of removal, and many resignations, Trump
later committed to an orderly transition of power
in a televised statement.
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Most countries including Canada
fail to crack down on corruption

Most countries, including Canada, have
made very little or no progress at all in bringing
down corruption levels over the past decade,
and authorities’ response to the COVID-19
pandemic in many places has weighed on
accountability, a closely watched study by an
anti-graft organization found Tuesday.
Transparency International’s 2021 Corruption
Perceptions Index, which measures the perception
of public sector corruption according to experts
and businesspeople, found “increasingly, rights
and checks and balances are being undermined
not only in countries with systemic corruption
and weak institutions, but also among established
democracies.”
Among other issues over the past year, it cited
the use of Pegasus software, which has been
linked to snooping on human rights activists,
journalists, and politicians across the globe. The
report said the pandemic has “been used in many
countries as an excuse to curtail basic freedoms
and sidestep important checks and balances.”
It pointed to increased digital surveillance

in some nations and authoritarian approaches
in others. The report ranks countries on a scale
from a “highly corrupt” 0 to a “very clean” 100.
Denmark, New Zealand, and Finland tied for
first place with 88 points each; the first two were
unchanged, while Finland gained three points.
Norway, Singapore, Sweden, Switzerland,
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Germany
completed the top 10. The U.K. was 11th with
78.
The United States, which slipped over recent
years to hit 67 points in 2020, held that score
this time but slipped a couple of places to 27th.
Transparency said it dropped out of the top 25 for
the first time “as it faces continuous attacks on
free and fair elections and an opaque campaign
finance system.”
Canada, which slid three points to 74 and
two places to 13th, “is seeing increased risks of
bribery and corruption in business,” the group
said.
It added the publication of the Pandora Papers
showed Canada as “a hub for illicit financial

flows, fuelling transnational corruption across
the region and the world.”
The index rates 180 countries and territories.
South Sudan was bottom with 11 points; Somalia,
with which it shared last place in 2020, tied
this time with Syria for second-to-last with 13.
Venezuela followed with 14 then Yemen, North
Korea and Afghanistan tied with 16 apiece.
Transparency said the control of corruption
has stagnated or worsened in 86 percent of the
countries it surveyed in the last 10 years. In
that time, 23 countries—including the U.S.,
Canada, Hungary, and Poland—have declined
significantly in its index, while 25 have
improved significantly. They include Estonia,
the Seychelles and Armenia.
Compiled since 1995, the index is calculated
using 13 different data sources that provide
perceptions of public sector corruption from
businesspeople and country experts. Sources
include the World Bank, the World Economic
Forum and private risk and consulting companies.

Four young women attempted suicide last
month in a small village of Kara-Balta, just
50km (31 miles) from Kyrgyzstan’s capital
Bishkek. An ambulance arrived on time to save
them. In a suicide note, one of the young women
wrote she decided to take such a desperate step
on January 19 because of the threats she had
been receiving from men that accused her of
prostitution. Those who shamed the women are
known.
A self-proclaimed “Committee of the Youth,”
a group of young men, gathered in Kara-Balta
earlier that day demanding the closure of the
local saunas, where the women worked as
waitresses. In their view, saunas are a place of
sin, where young women sell their bodies.
“We demand the closure of three or four
saunas in the city of Kara-Balta. They are

engaged in prostitution. For the sake of the
future of girls and our sisters, we demand that
these sinful deeds be stopped. If you do not take
action, then we will!” the men said in a message
to the president they published online.
Women-shaming is nothing new in the
conservative majority-Muslim Kyrgyzstan. The
belief that women’s fate is to stay home and
bear children is common, and many claim it to
be part of the national tradition. The practice of
bride kidnapping, the infamous “ala kachuu,” is
still carried out.
Kyrgyzstan ranked 82nd in 2019 on the
United Nations’ Gender Inequality Index, but
over the past several years, women have become
more vocal and begun to fight for their rights. In
some cases, the fight meant organising women’s
marches and activism. In more conservative

circles, it has meant getting a job or refusing to
get married.
As the conflict between the conservative and
liberal forces in society deepens, shaming has
become one of the tools to suppress liberation of
women. While Kyrgyzstan has adopted various
international laws to tackle violence against
women, law enforcement agencies still fail to
protect women from harassment both online
and offline. Victims of violence continue to be
blamed for what happens to them.
“Stereotypes and discriminatory social,
cultural and religious norms, as well as
traditions, affect the position of women in the
family and society and control the freedom of
women, including their sexuality,” Elvira Tilek,
a human rights lawyer, said.

On January 27 England lifted coronavirus
restrictions imposed to tackle the Omicron
variant, with masks no longer required in
enclosed places and vaccine passports shelved.
The number of positive COVID-19 cases has
fallen sharply over the past two weeks, and
although still at high levels, have plateaued in
recent days.
Meanwhile, the World Health Organization
warned on January 11 half of Europe will have
caught the Omicron COVID variant within the
next six to eight weeks. Dr Hans Kluge said
a "west-to-east tidal wave" of Omicron was
sweeping across the region, on top of a surge in
the Delta variant.
The projection was based on the seven million

new cases reported across Europe in the first
week of 2022. The number of infections has
more than doubled in a two-week period. The UK
Government introduced the so-called "Plan B"
restrictions on 8 December after Prime Minister
Boris Johnson warned of a looming "tidal wave" of
Omicron. Face masks were required in all enclosed
spaces and, controversially, vaccine documentation
also was to enter places such as nightclubs, football
grounds and large-scale events.
On the streets of London around St Paul's
Cathedral, there was general support for the
lifting of restrictions, which comes after more
than 37 million people had booster jabs. England
previously lifted restrictions on July 19, so-called
"Freedom Day,” but then introduced new rules as

the Omicron wave arrived. Health minister Sajid
Javid credited the country's booster programme
for allowing restrictions to be lifted.
"Our vaccines, testing and antivirals ensure
we have some of the strongest defences in Europe
and are allowing us to cautiously return to Plan
A, restoring more freedoms to this country," he
said.
Starting January 27 passengers on London's
transport network will still be required to wear
face masks, but they will no longer be mandatory
in secondary school classrooms. Despite the
lifting of restrictions, those who test positive for
coronavirus must still self-isolate for a minimum
of five days. Johnson said he also hopes to scrap
those rules when they expire on March 24.

Suicide attempts by women raise alarm in Kyrgyzstan

England lifts Omicron restrictions

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE

Folly meets fearful ills with fearless heart;
To fear where cause of fear exists is wisdom's part
Not to fear what ought to be feared, is folly; it is the work of the wise to fear what should be feared
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US approves $2.56b in military sales to Egypt

Oon January 25 the US State Department
approved two major military equipment sales
to Egypt of transport aircraft and radar systems,
despite ongoing concerns in Washington over
Cairo’s human rights record. The sale of 12 C-130
J Super Hercules transports and accompanying
equipment is worth $2.2 billion.
The US Defence Security Cooperation
Agency said on January 25 the sale, still not
finalised, “will improve Egypt’s capability to
meet current and future threats by providing
airlift support for its forces by moving supplies,
equipment, and people.”
The aircraft can also be used for maritime
patrol and rescue missions, it added.
In a second deal, Egypt can buy ground-based
air defence systems worth $355 million to help
it fend off air threats. The deals come despite
ongoing unease in Washington over Egyptian
president Abdel Fattah al-Sisi’s tough treatment
of political opponents, with rights groups

estimating Egypt holds about 60,000 political
prisoners.
In September the State Department put a hold
on $130 million in military aid already budgeted
for Egypt because of lack its of improvement in
the human rights situation in the country. In early
November, Secretary of State Antony Blinken
urged Egypt in bilateral talks to make “tangible

and lasting improvements” on human rights.
However, for fiscal year 2022, which began
on 1 October 2021, the Biden administration
budgeted $1.4 billion in bilateral assistance-most of it military related--for Cairo, the same as
the previous year.
Two lawmakers who have been critical of US
arms sales to Egypt said on January 25 Egypt
has not met the conditions required to remove
the suspension on the frozen $130 million.
“We welcome the recent release of several
high-profile Egyptian political prisoners,” said
Don Beyer and Tom Malinowski, co-chairs of
Congress’ Egypt Human Rights Caucus.
However, they said it was not enough and
urged Biden to keep the freeze on the aid. The
two arms deals also gained approval nearly three
weeks after US authorities arrested a New York
man accused of spying on political opponents of
Sisi.

US funding to WHO fell by 25pc during pandemic
US financial contributions to the World Health Organization (WHO) fell
25 percent during the coronavirus pandemic, provisional data show, with
Washington's future support to the United Nations agency under review.
The large drop in funding versus the previous two-year period arose from
cuts decided by former U.S. President Donald Trump that reveal for the
first time the scale of the Trump administration's retreat from the UN body.
US funds are set to go up again in the WHO's next two-year budget
following new pledges in December including $280 million by President
Joe Biden's administration. However, the Biden administration has also
raised doubts about Washington's future support to the global organisation.
The UN agency did with over $200 million less from the United States
in 2020 and 2021. Washington paid $672 million to the WHO for its latest
two-year budget, down from $893 million in 2018-19, the provisional data

showed. As a result, the United States is no longer the WHO's top donor,
with Germany having replaced it gradually through transfers of more than
a billion dollars over the last two years.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation is the third largest donor to the
WHO, with $584 million in 2020-21, largely spent on a global programme
to eradicate polio. Over the past two years, US funds went down mostly
in 2020--Trump's last full year in the White House--amid a sharp fall in
so-called voluntary contributions.
Funding doubled in 2021 when Biden took over, but the increase was
not enough to fully restore the US financing level compared to previous
periods. Trump cut funding and moved to withdraw the United States from
the WHO, accusing it of being too close to China and having mismanaged
the first phase of the pandemic, accusations that the WHO has denied.

Tonga volcano eruption more
powerful than atomic bomb

A volcanic eruption in Tonga that triggered
a tsunami last month was hundreds of times
more powerful than the atomic bomb the US
dropped on Hiroshima during World War II,
Nasa says. The eruption "obliterated" a volcanic
island north of the Tongan capital Nuku'alofa,
the agency said. Tonga says more than fourfifths of the population has been affected by the

tsunami and falling ash.
On January 14 a very large eruption on
Hunga Tonga–Hunga Haʻapai, an uninhabited
volcanic island and submarine volcano of the
Tongan archipelago in the southern Pacific
Ocean, began. The eruption reached a powerful
climax on the next day, January 15.
Three people were confirmed dead following

the tsunami. Before the eruption, the Hunga
Tonga-Hunga Ha'apai volcanic island was two
separate islands joined by new land formed in
2015. Nasa said the eruption was so powerful
all the new land and "large chunks" of the two
older islands are gone.
The widespread emission of volcanic ash,
gases and particles from the eruption has proven
to be a massive challenge for Tongan officials.
In the immediate aftermath of the eruption and
tsunami, there were fears water sources had been
polluted by the thick blanket of ash, increasing
the risk of diseases like cholera and diarrhoea.
However, officials noted testing in recent
days had cleared ground water and rainwater
as safe to drink, but fine volcanic ash and
emissions continue to pose a public health risk.
Exposure could potentially cause breathing
difficulties, affect the cardiovascular system,
and irritate the lungs, eyes, and skin.
In an update, the government said 62 people
on Mango, one of the worst-hit islands, had to be
relocated to the outer island of Nomuka "after
losing their homes and all of their personal
belongings.” The government added however,
many of those residents could be moved again
to the main island Tongatapu due to a lack of
food and supplies.
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Alberta adopts new auto
insurance rules

Alberta has adopted new rules regarding how
auto insurance works in the province, and the
Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) has offered
explanations on how the new system works.
The province’s new Direct Compensation for
Property Damage (DCPD) system came into
effect on January 1, 2022.
Under the DCPD a driver’s own insurer
will pay for repairs to their vehicle following
a collision when the driver-policyholder is
not at fault. On its website, the IBC in a blog
post explained the DCPD is “a fairer and more
customer-focused approach to insurance claims
and vehicle repairs.”
The bureau also noted for the majority of
Alberta drivers, DCPD will either reduce their
premiums, or there will be no change to their
insurance costs. The new system will provide 42
percent of drivers with a reduction – particularly

UK digital law firm
acquires Nexus Law
Group

those with less expensive vehicles. Meanwhile,
34 percent of drivers-–mostly owners of more
expensive vehicles that cost more to repair-–will
see premium increases between 0 percent and
five percent. IBC has also stated Alberta’s new
auto insurance system should not be confused
with a no-fault auto insurance system.
“This is specifically dealing with the vehicle
damages. The existing process in Alberta where
you claim through your own company and
through the at-fault for your injuries, that process
remains the same,” said IBC Western director of
consumer and industry relations Rob de Pruis in
an interview with EverythingGP. Before the new
system, it was the insurer of the at-fault party
that paid for vehicle damage.
The director also mentioned thanks to the new
New UK digital law firm arch.law made its
system, policyholders do not have to deal with first international transaction last month with
an insurance company that is unknown to them. the acquisition of Australian law firm Nexus
Law Group. The deal will bring together over
50 lawyers and advisors in the UK and Australia
to build “an international and scalable platform
enabling our clients to benefit from a highquality team of legal advisors combined with
leading edge technology,” said arch.law founder
their fiduciary duty and duty of care. Grenville Andrew Leaitherland, who was previously the
appealed, focusing largely on the trial judge’s CEO of DWF Group.
“There are many positive synergies and
conclusion on systemic negligence.
In particular, they asserted the “total opportunities within the Australian market to
institution” concept advanced by the expert drive the digital law firm model, and we are
witness was a modern construct not recognized looking forward to working with the highly
in 1973 to 1997. Having been introduced in skilled team at Nexus to deliver legal solutions
2000, Grenville argued they could not have differently to our clients,” he explained.
Arch.law is self-funding the deal through a
known they were operating a “total institution”
purchase
of shares.
and therefore harm was not foreseeable. The
“I could not be more pleased with this
appellate court disagreed.
development,
not only for our lawyers but for
Contrary
to
Grenville’s
assertion,
the appellate court ruled Grenville’s our clients who will benefit from the increased
characterization as a “total institution” did not depth of service arch.law can provide,” said
lead the trial judge to conclude that systemic Nexus founder Marcus McCarthy, who will now
serve as a portfolio member at arch.law.
negligence was established.
“We operate an almost identical structure to
The trial judge anchored her finding of
systemic negligence when she identified arch.law, and all our interactions prove a strong
certain practices imposed by Grenville and cultural alignment, which was important to our
concluded they were not “isolated incidents of team in moving forward with this.”
McCarthy praised the firm’s operating
excessive discipline” but were in fact part of
structures
as “innovative and beneficial,” and
the school’s “culture” since they were “aligned
with its philosophy and embedded in its added he was “very keen to assist the expansion
operational policies to enforce its norms, rules of the arch.law business in Australia. Arch.law
currently employs 4,300 professionals in 33
and expectations,” said the court.
offices across the world.

Court rules schools liable for
punitive damages

Last month the Court of Appeal for Ontario
upheld an award of punitive damages in favour
of students subjected to emotional harm by
a school operated as a “total institution.” In
Cavanaugh v. Grenville Christian College, 2021
ONCA 755, Cavanaugh and his co-plaintiffs
(the Class) were former boarding students
of Grenville Christian College (Grenville)
between 1973 and 1997.
They sued Grenville for abusive practices,
including corporal punishment, public
humiliation, and other excessive discipline.
The trial judge ruled in favour of the Class,
having found systemic negligence on the part
of Grenville and that Grenville breached both

Angela Swan appointed to
the Order of Canada

For her long-standing contribution to the
legal profession, Angela Swan was appointed
an officer of the Order of Canada in January.
Practising and teaching law for more than 50
years, Swan is an award-winning scholar and
one of Canada’s foremost experts on contract
law. She has written numerous papers, reviews,
books, case comments and annotations on
various legal subjects, such as contract law, civil
litigation, and conflict of laws.
Her work has been cited with approval by
several courts, including the Supreme Court of
Canada. She is frequently retained by other law

firms as an expert witness in connection with
matters pertaining to the law in Ontario. She
received her law degrees from the University of
Oxford and the University of British Columbia.
At present, Swan is a counsel at Aird & Berlis,
a Toronto-based law firm. Swan was one of the
135 appointees to the Order of Canada for 2021,
which included two companions, 39 officers,
one honorary member, and 93 members.
Appointments are made by the governor general
on the recommendation of the Advisory Council
for the Order of Canada.Created in 1967,
the Order of Canada recognizes outstanding

achievement, dedication to the community and
service to the nation. It is one of the country’s
highest civilian honours. Since its creation, more
than 7,000 people from all sectors have been
invested into it.
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HR tribunal should consider
mental health issues for
vaccination

A lawyer said last month the Ontario Human
Rights Commission needs to provide precise
information and guidance on mental health issues
that affect people’s ability to take the COVID-19
vaccine. Courtney Mulqueen, a partner at
MK Disability Lawyers, said employers and
physicians must be more aware and discreet in
supporting exemption claims.
Mulqueen said vaccination can profoundly
affect people with severe mental health
conditions by either causing or aggravating
their disability, and the only protection given is
the requirement for employers to accommodate
them based on disability. She said the Ontario
Government provides no forms or directions to
doctors on exempting people with mental health
issues from the vaccine, and the next best thing
is accommodations to enable working from
home, but employees face employers saying

they cannot work because they are unvaccinated.
Mulqueen said the OHRC policies address
disability, including mental health, but it is not
expressly set out and needs to be precise so
employers and physicians can support claims
based on mental health disability. She further
said the College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Ontario (CPSO) gives strict direction to
physicians about what conditions should be
medical exemptions, and mental health is not
one of them.
Although the concern a mental health excuse
will permit an array of false accommodations is
valid, Mulqueen said people who need vaccine
exemption have severe mental health issues like
post-traumatic stress disorder. Physical intrusion
can also trigger traumatic memories for sexual
abuse survivors, and Mulqueen said people with
extreme anxiety need more time to consent to the

vaccine.
She further said the new lockdown measures
in Ontario might give people with mental health
problems a reprieve because it allows them to
work from home without the pressure to become
vaccinated, and employers will have a tough time
arguing they cannot accommodate unvaccinated
people because of new measures adopted in
workplaces.

Changes to Ontario estate law no longer revoke
pre-marriage will
Following the enactment of Bill 245,
significant changes to the Ontario’s Succession
Law Reform Act (SLRA) came into force on
January 1. The changes will greatly affect
persons separated from their spouse, living
in common law relationships, or intending to
marry in 2022, said Margaret Rintoul, partner
at Blaney McMurty LLP, in a blog post. Bill
245, or the Accelerating Access to Justice Act,
2021, seeks to enhance access to justice for
Ontario people across the system, notably by
streamlining processes and removing barriers
in the province’s courts, tribunals, estate law,
family, and child protection sectors. The bill

received royal assent in April 2021.
The bill particularly amended s. 16 of the
SLRA, which provides for the revocation
of a will upon marriage, except in certain
circumstances. Pursuant to the amended s. 16,
marriages occurring on or after January 1, 2022,
will no longer revoke existing wills.
“Positive outcome from these changes is
that couples who have been living together and
decide to marry or couples who have otherwise
made satisfactory estate planning arrangements
do not have to change their wills as soon as they
get married,” Rintoul wrote.
The amended s. 16 will not be retroactive as

it will not apply to persons who were already
married before January 1, 2022.
Thus, anyone who got married before the said
date is deemed to not have an existing will unless
they made a new one after and in contemplation
of marriage.
The bill also provides beginning January 1,
a former spouse of a deceased person will no
longer have property rights, although they are
only separated but not yet legally divorced. A
separation will be treated the same as a divorce,
provided the spouses have lived apart for three
years and obtained a valid separation agreement
or court order.

UK magistrates to get power to jail
offenders for a year

Magistrates in the UK will be
able to lock up people for longer
under powers being granted by the
government to cut the Crown court
backlog.
Lord
Chancellor
Dominic
Raab announced on January 18 he
will double the maximum prison
sentence–-currently six months-magistrates can hand down.
Magistrates will also increasingly
be allowed to sentence serious cases
such as fraud, theft, and assault.
Currently, any crime that
warrants a prison sentence of more
than six months must be sent to
the Crown Court for a judge to
determine the appropriate sentence.
There are currently 12,651
magistrates in posts across England
and Wales. Magistrates do not need
any specific legal training and do

not sit for exams.
Magistrates undergo mandatory
training of about three-and-a-half
days before sitting in court and are
allocated a mentor in the first year.
After sitting for 12 months, they
are regularly appraised by specially
trained magistrates.
The changes will come into
force “in the coming months” via
a commencement order and apply
to England and Wales. Magistrates
will need to complete “proper
training” provided by the Judicial
College before the new powers are
granted.
An “‘off switch” will be
included in the Judicial Review and
Courts Bill to end the measures if
needed. However, the Law Society
said it did not support increasing
magistrates' sentencing powers. I.

Stephanie Boyce, president, said the
measure will not help address the
backlog, which is predominantly in
the Crown court.
The Ministry of Justice says
increasing magistrates' sentencing
powers will free up an estimated
2,000 Crown Court days annually.

Latest figures show the Crown
Court backlog continuing to slowly
come down from the record high
of 60,994 in June 2021. There
were 58,728 outstanding cases
last November. The backlog stood
at 41,045 at the start of the first
lockdown.
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Mr. Saravana Rajendran completed his post-graduate work in
chemistry. He worked at British
Petroleum in its research section
for several years. Due to his passion for journalism, he shifted
his career to newspapers in 2008.
He provided his services to Thina
Thanthi, a Tamil newspaper in the
Mumbai office for a few months.
Then he served Maharashtra
State Government Secretariat and
Mumbai Corporation Office as
translator in the public relations
sections. At present, he works as
a journalist in Chennai. He is a
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Mr. Humayun Kabir Badal is a senior journalist based in Bangladesh. After obtaining a Bachelor
of Arts degree in 1988, he became
a journalist for about 30 years. He
has worked in both Bengali and
English daily newspapers. Currently, he works for the English version
of Daily Nayadiganta as a special
correspondent. A committed human rights activist, Mr. Kabir is a
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works for poor and oppressed children. He advocates for the welfare
of the down-trodden section of
society when they become victims
of government repression, discriminatory policy, or are exploited
by any vested quarter around the
world.
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Fans sue Universal Pictures
over film without Ana de Armas

Two US fans of Cuban-Spanish actress
Ana de Armas have sued Hollywood studio
Universal Pictures, saying they were duped
into renting a film because she was in the
trailer. Conor Woulfe and Peter Rosza say
they each paid $3.99 (£2.94) for the comedy
on January 20, only to discover the actress
had been removed from the final cut. They
are seeking $5 million in compensation on
behalf of all affected viewers. The fans say
they were victims of deceptive marketing,
and Universal used de Armas's "fame,
radiance and brilliance" to promote a film

in which she didn’t appear.
"Although the defendant included the
scenes with Ms. de Armas in the movie
trailer advertisements for the purposes
of promoting and enticing film sales and
rentals, Ms. de Armas is not and was
never in the publicly released version of
the movie," says the complaint filed in
California on January 21, according to the
Hollywood Reporter.
Ana de Armas---who appeared in the
latest Bond film No Time to Die--was to
have co-starred as a love interest of the
singer in the comedy. However, the scenes
with the 33-year-old actress were cut,
apparently because audiences did not like
that aspect of the storyline.
Richard Curtis, the screenwriter, said
in 2019 it had been a "very traumatic cut,"
because de Armas was "brilliant" in the
role.

Deepika Padukone justifies
intimate scenes in
“Gehraiyaan” trailer

The trailer of Deepika Padukone,
Siddhant Chaturvedi, Ananya Pandey
and Dhairya Karwa starrer “'Gehraiyaan”
was released last month, and it created an
intense hype around the film. Within five
hours of its release, the trailer managed to
get three million views on YouTube, and
fans also seem quite impressed with it.
However, there are some who didn't
like the overuse of intimate scenes in the
film. Unlike most Bollywood movies,”
'Gehraiyaan” has a very distinct take on
love. It revolves around complex and
realistic modern relationships and features
a bunch of kissing scenes between Deepika
and Siddhant's characters. During a virtual

press conference, Deepika justified those
scenes by stating how important they are
for the story.
She said, "Intimacy of vulnerability
is only possible when you know that the
director is not doing it to scintillate, he’s
not doing it for the eyeballs.”
Deepika added, “He’s (Shakun Batra)
doing it because that’s where the characters
are coming from, through their journey
and through their experiences. That’s only
possible when you feel safe and secure in
the environment you’re working in.”
“Gehraiyaan” will release on Amazon
Prime Video on February 11.

Celine Dion cancels
North American tour
for health reasons

Singer Celine Dion decided last month to take a break
from work as she has been battling health issues. She has
also cancelled the remainder of the North American leg of
her Courage World Tour. On January 22 the singer took to
social media and shared the unfortunate news with fans,
saying she would need to spend the spring recovering
from “severe and persistent muscle spasms” inhibiting
her ability to perform.
“I was really hoping that I’d be good to go by now, but
I suppose I just have to be more patient and follow the
regimen that my doctors are prescribing. There’s a lot of
organizing and preparation that goes into our shows, and
so we have to make decisions today which will affect the
plans two months down the road. I’ll be so glad to get
back to full health, as well as all of us getting past this
pandemic, and I can’t wait to be back on stage again,”
Dion said.
The remaining North American stretch of Dion’s
Courage World Tour was set for dates between March 9
and April 22.

Sonu Sood being offered
totally different roles

Actor Sonu Sood became a messiah for many after he
helped stranded migrants and COVID-19 patients during
first and second waves of the pandemic. With such actions,
Sonu has managed to create a new image for himself in
society.
During a chat with ETimes last month, the actor talked
about how he managed to do something in last two years
which he couldn't do in 20 years. Sonu's image as a
philanthropist has also affected his career and he is now
being offered positive and influential roles.
He said, “Filmmakers approaching me are offering me
subjects that revolve around social issues or a story line of
a common man trying to help the country.”
Earlier, he played a villain in South films but now
filmmakers are only offering him positive roles.

Akshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff's team-up may cost Rs 300 crores

Actors Akshay Kumar and Tiger Shroff
are the biggest action stars of their respective
generations. According to latest reports, they
are going to join forces for an upcoming film by
Vashu Bhagnani.
Considering Tiger and Akshay's immense
bankability, the film is certainly going to have a
huge box office potential, and its budget is going to

be as huge as its starcast. Reports suggest it is going
to be the costliest film ever produced in Bollywood.
A source close to the development shared, “Ali
Abbas Zafar has been wanting to make a twohero film for a while now, and he got supremely
excited on getting this chance of directing two
big action stars from different generations. On
wrapping up Bloody Daddy with Shahid Kapoor,

he will commence work on the pre-production
of Bade Miyan Chote Miyan. He has a certain
vision and is planning to present both Akshay
and Tiger in the most heroic possible way."
Directed by Ali Abbas Zafar, the film is said
to have a budget of around 300 crores, and it
might be going to floors by late 2022 or early
2023.
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Beijing warns of heavy air
pollution during Winter
Olympics

Beijing warned on January 24
heavy air pollution is likely during
the Winter Olympics but said
emergency plans were in place to
ensure the Games are not disrupted
by smog. The Chinese capital
declared "war on pollution" after
winning the Olympics bid in 2015,
shutting down dozens of coal plants
and relocating heavy industries to
shed its status as one of the world's
most polluted cities.
However, air quality is still far

below World Health Organization
standards
despite
dramatic
improvements in recent years,
according to state data released this
month.
"The Beijing Winter Olympic
and Paralympic Games coincide
with the end of winter and the start
of spring in northern China, when
weather conditions are extremely
unfavourable," China's environment
ministry spokesman Liu Youbin said
at a press conference on January 24.

Brazil to stop unvaccinated
"When heavy pollution
footballers in top leagues

is predicted, all
localities will launch
emergency plans."

These
include
cutting
production at polluting companies
with a relatively small economic
impact in the host cities of Beijing
and Zhangjiakou, Liu said.
Improvements have been made in
recent years. The concentration in
Beijing's air of ultrafine PM2.5
particles, which are blamed for a
rise in lung cancer, heart attacks
and premature babies, dropped to
33 micrograms per cubic metre last
year.
That figure was down a third
from the level in 2013 when the
capital had some of the world's
worst air quality, according to

Beijing's environment bureau.
It is still six times higher than
the five micrograms per cubic
metre recommended by the WHO.
In an attempt to clear the smoggy
skies, steel plants around the city
were ordered to cut production
by half in August and coal stoves
in 25 million households across
northern China were replaced with
gas or electric burners ahead of the
Games.
China hopes to use the Winter
Olympics to showcase its green
credentials and has built dozens
of wind and solar energy farms to
power the sporting spectacle.

The
Brazilian
Football
Confederation (CBF) said on
January 21 players must be
vaccinated against COVID-19
to take part in this year’s league
championship.
The CBF said it was in constant
contact with health bodies and had
sent an updated list of requirements
to member clubs.
"One of these is the obligation to
present a full vaccination certificate
against COVID-19 to the CBF’s
Medical Commission,” it said in

a statement. The top four national
divisions kick off in the second
week of April.Brazil coach Tite has
said he was not selecting Atletico
Madrid defender Renan Lodi for
his squad for upcoming World Cup
qualifiers because he was not fully
vaccinated. The issue of athletes'
stance on vaccines has dominated
sports headlines recently after
tennis player Novak Djokovic,
who is unvaccinated, was deported
ahead of the Australian Open last
month.

India tennis star Sania Mirza to retire
after 2022 season
Former Wimbledon doubles
champion
Sania
Mirza, one of
India's most
celebrated
sports stars,
announced
last

month
she will
retire
from

tennis after 2022. Mirza's comments
came after her first-round loss in the
women's doubles
in
the
Australian
Open in
January.
"I've

decided
that this
will be

my last season. I'm taking it week
by week. Not sure if I can last the
season, but I want to," she told
reporters.
Mirza, 35, became the first
Indian to win a WTA singles title
in 2005. Injury soon forced her to
concentrate on doubles--in 2015
she won at Wimbledon with Swiss
player Martina Hingis, then went
on to win the US and Australian
Opens. She came close to securing
an Olympics medal at the 2016 Rio
Olympics when she and Rohan
Bopanna played the semi-finals
against Venus Williams and
Rajeev Ram but eventually lost.
She has also won two Grand
Slam titles with partner Mahesh

Bhupathi--the 2009 Australian Open
mixed doubles title and the French
Open 2012 mixed doubles. She
entered the WTA Tour in 2003 and
later reached a career-high singles
ranking of 27 in the world, still the
highest by an Indian woman.Mirza
also received plenty of attention for
her life outside tennis including her
marriage to former Pakistan cricket
captain Shoaib Malik. The couple
have a three-year-old son.In 2019,
she returned to competitive tennis
after a two-year maternity break.
With almost 25 million followers
combined on her Facebook, Twitter
and Instagram accounts, Mirza is
one of the best-known sportswomen
in India.
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By: GS Bajpai

Continues from previous issue…

For China nothing could be more disquieting,
nothing more disappointing. It hurriedly
collected some previous unproven border
incidents, pinned them together and served a
three day ultimatum on India. This ultimatum
was contained in the note given by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Peking to the Embassy of
India in China on September 16, 1965. It made
the following allegations and demands:–
-“Since September 1962—not to mention
earlier times—Indian troops have crossed the
China-Sikkim boundary, which was delimited
long ago, and have built a large number of
military works for aggression either on the
Chinese side of the China-Sikkim boundary or on
the boundary itself. There are now fifty-six such
military works, large and small, which they have
built in the past few years all over the important
passes along the China-Sikkim boundary, thus
wantonly encroaching upon China’s territory and
violating her sovereignty… Far from stopping
its acts of aggression, the Indian Government
has intensified them by ordering its troops to
intrude into Chinese territory for reconnaissance
and provocations.”
-“The Indian Government (should) dismantle
all its military works for aggression on the
Chinese side of the China-Sikkim boundary or
on the boundary itself within three days of the
delivery of the present note and immediately stop
all its intrusions along the Sino-Indian boundary
and the China-Sikkim boundary.”
-“The Indian Government must also hand
back the four Chinese border inhabitants who
have been kidnapped and eight hundred sheep
and fifty nine yaks that have been seized by the
Indian troops on the China-Sikkim border…
It should also pledge to refrain from any more
harassing raids across the boundary.” (18)
The so-called military structures were the
same about which China had already protested
in 1963, and India had investigated the issue
and explained the position. It was this demand
which seized Chinese attention at the time of
the Indo-Pak war in 1965 and India was asked
to comply with it by threat of violence. Only
four days earlier India had even offered that an
independent and neutral observer might visit the
Sikkim-Tibet border for an impartial on the spot
study.
The cases of four border inhabitants and
sheep and yaks were still more trivial. After
the expiration of the Agreement on Trade and
Intercourse between India and China on June 6,
1962, the entire Indo-Tibet border was sealed
for trade and all kinds of trans-border traffic.
However, on August 4, 1963, two Tibetans had
entered Sikkim via Bamcho La (North Sikkim)
with about 800 sheep. These Tibetans, who
had crossed the international border illegally,
and were grazing in Sikkimese pastures in an
unauthorised manner, were apprehended on
the charge of violating the local laws. They
were subsequently convicted and sentenced to
undergo imprisonment.
China had already protested about the above
incident and accused Indian soldiers of having
crossed the Sino-Sikkim boundary at Tagi La
(Bamcho La) and forcibly kidnapping these
two Tibetans shepherds and their more than 800
sheep from Chiehma pastures.(19) The Indian
Government had explained the above facts to
the Chinese Government, and also assured them
that they had been arrested and convicted for a
specific offence and would be allowed to return
to Tibet after they had served their sentences.
However, when these Tibetans were contacted
on the expiry of their sentences, they refused

to go back to Tibet and requested that they
should be allowed to remain in India along with
so many other Tibetans who had come to seek
asylum in India. Their request was accepted on
humanitarian grounds and they were permitted
to settle in India. The issue was closed.
The other two persons claimed by China were
two Tibetan women of Khamba Dzong County.
These two women had escaped from their homes
and had entered Sikkim via Kongra La (North
Sikkim) on May 29, 1965. These women had
come up to the border on the pretext of collecting
dye stuff used by the Tibetans for dyeing their
woolen clothes and had crossed over Sikkim
seizing a suitable opportunity. While surrendering
to the Indian authorities, they fervently pleaded
for grant of refuge in Sikkim and declared that
they had to run away “because of the intolerable
economic conditions prevailing in Tibet, and of
the repressive measures adopted by the Chinese
against the Tibetan people.” (20) They too were
granted asylum.
The demand for the return of 59 yaks was also
an old one. China had complained on January
3, 1965 that “on November 27, 1964, a group
of Indian troops had crossed Latuo La (about
16 Kilometres southeast of Choting Gompa
of Khamba County) on the China-Sikkim
boundary, intruded into Chinese territory for
reconnaissance and harassment and seized 59
yaks which belonged to Chinese herdsmen. The
Government of India had already refuted the
allegation and the matter had ended there.
The allegations had already been answered by
India in the past. When the pettiness of starting a
war over some sheep and yaks and the so called
military structures on or across the boundary,
which did not exist at all, was highlighted, it
irked the Chinese further. They retorted: “The
issue between China and India is absolutely not
limited to a matter of some sheep and yaks…
No. All Indian intrusions, harassments and
armed provocations against China are major
questions involving China’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity and these accounts will have
to be settled.” (21)
This created a stir in the official circles of
the Government of India. It was feared that the
Chinese were going to open a second front in order
to assist Pakistan. India was hardly in a position
to take on both, Pakistan and China at the same
time. A more conciliatory attitude towards China
seemed imperative. Only two years previously,
India had flatly refused all suggestions for a joint
investigation. A week before, it had agreed only
to allow an independent and neutral observer to
visit the area. Events had now taken a different

turn. Options seemed very limited. China’s
original demand for joint investigation was
now agreed to, in the hope that it would avert
the Chinese threat. India also declared that “if
any structures were found on the Tibetan side
of the border there can be no objection to their
being demolished.” (22) As regards the Tibetan
graziers who had been convicted on the charge
of violating the international border, China was
assured that they were now free to go back to
Tibet. Preparations began to contact them and to
send them back.
The Chinese ultimatum had intentionally
been timed so as to prolong the war which the
rest of the world wanted to end. In its resolution
of September 4, 1965, the UN Security Council
had already called upon the Governments
of India and Pakistan “to take forthwith all
steps for an immediate cease-fire” and “to
respect the cease-fire line and have all armed
personnel of each party withdrawn to its own
side of the line.” The resolution of September
6, 1965 had specified further that both the
Governments should “promptly withdraw all
armed personnel back to the positions held by
them before August 5, 1965.” The Council had
also sent the Secretary General to visit India and
Pakistan, and “to exert every possible effort” to
implement its resolutions of September 4 and 6,
1965. U. Thant had already visited Rawalpindi
on September 9 and 10, and Delhi on September
11 and 12 and had held a series of talks with
President Ayub Khan and the Prime Minister
of India. The Security Council was to meet on
September 17, 1965 to study the report of the
Secretary General. This was the time to boost
up the morale of Pakistan by demonstrating
that China was still supreme on the Himalayan
border. China waited anxiously, but the outcome
of the Security Council’s deliberations did not
seem to come before the expiry of its time limit
given to India. Ayub’s response also seemed to
be uncertain. China was now in a fix. It had no
alternative but to extend the ultimatum.
The Government of China, therefore, rushed
another note on September 19, 1965, declaring
its willingness “to put off the time limit set in
its note of September 16 to before midnight
of September 22.” In this note India’s offer to
demolish such structures which were found
on the Tibetan side of the border, after joint
investigations, was quoted as India’s confession
that there were military works on and across
the boundary line. The demand that the Indian
Government should “dismantle these military
works for aggression”… and “must hand back
the four Chinese border inhabitants who have
been kidnapped and the eight hundred sheep
and fifty nine yaks that have been seized by
Indian troops in the China-Sikkim border” was
reiterated. “There is now no longer any need
for investigation,” the note rudely declared.
It went on to say, “The Indian Government’s
expansionism has linked China with all the other
neighbouring countries which India had been
bullying. The Chinese Government gives all out
support to the people of Kashmir in their struggle
for the right of national self-determination… and
to Pakistan in her just struggle against Indian
aggression.” Kashmir was suddenly raised to the
status of a sovereign nation and its people were
supported in their struggle for “national selfdetermination.” (23)
To Be Continued In Next Issue
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Colonel Kittu was not only a brave
solider, but also an astute diplomat

Colonel Kittu was not only a brave solider,
but also an astute diplomat says Eelaventhan.
Tamil Eelam Heroes' Memorial Center held
a meeting on the 16" of January 2011 at a
banquet hall in Scarborough to mark the 29t1h
anniversary of the death of Colonel Kittu. The
meeting commenced by observing silence in
honour of the dead heroes. Mr. Eelaventhan
paid tributes to not only Colonel Kittu but also
to the ten heroes who immolated themselves.
Eelaventhan in the cause of his speech said
that Colonel Kittu was very dear and near our
beloved leader Mr. Vellupillai Prabakaran. When
Kittu and his comrades sacrificed their lives on
the 16th of January in 1993 in the international
territory of waters, our beloved leader said “Kittu
was not an ordinary individual; he was full of
passion for the Eelam Tamil cause; his sacrifice
was something supreme and unique. His death
has shaken my soul, and I am unable to describe
in words the sorrow I am undergoing. I loved
him as my younger brother, and also as a colonel
who shared my burden in the struggle.” Mr.
Prabakaran added Kittu's life was also a history
in itself. When he self immolated in the Indian
Ocean it was a shock to all freedom loving
people. The entire Tamil nation was awakened
by this catastrophe. He concluded by saying,
“Though he is physically dead his soul is deeply
embedded in our hearts. We are unable to think
of anything else. His memory will always be
enshrined in our hearts."
Mr. Eelaventhan in his talk said Kittu was
born on January 24, 1961, and passed away in
1993 on the 16" of January, at the young age of
33. Eelaventhan added that great personality's
duration of life on this earth have been very
short. Saint Manicavasagar noted for his ruby
utterances or heart melting verses passed away
at the age of 32. Jesus Christ lived only for 33
years. What he did for his first 30 years of life
are not known to us, only the last three years are
known and
revolutionized the thinking of the entire
world. When he was crucified he said, “Father
forgive them, for they do not know what they
do.” This saying of his is immortalized by all
people who love humanity. Alexander the Great,
the disciple of Aristotle who conquered the
world did not survive beyond 33 years. Likewise,
Colonel Kittu's life on this earth was snatched
away by the Indian imperialists at the young age
of 33. Though 29 years have rolled down, we
still remember him with deep gratitude for the
supreme sacrifice he made for the Eelam Tamil
cause. Generations to come we will remember
the unique sacrifice he made for the Eelam Tamil
cause. He is really a part of Tamil Eelam history.
Colonel Kittu was not only a brave solider
who recaptured Jaffna after 400 years of alien
rule. The Portuguese, Dutch, the British, and
the Singhalese kept Jaffna under their rule,
but Kittu, with his brave and shrewd actions,
Jaffna was re conquered in the 80's, something
unprecedented in history. Normally soldiers are
not good diplomats, and good diplomats are
not always good soldiers, but in Kittu we see
a rare phenomenon of harmoniously binding
military skill with astute diplomacy. Mr. Nadsan
Satyendra, a legal luminary residing in London,
UK, paid the following tributes to him in 1993
when Kittu passed away. He said according to
Colonel Kittu, the Tamil National Liberation
struggle is no afternoon tea party; he often said

freedom will never be served on a silver plate.”
Kittu often said to Mr. Satyendra, “We can
achieve freedom only by our blood and tears;
unless we have prepared for terrible sacrifices
we cannot achieve our freedom.” Kittu often
told Nadesan Satyendra, “We are building a
road; I do not know whether I myself will be
alive to see the road being completed, but that
does not matter. Others will arrive to take the
road further.” Consciously or unconsciously
what Kittu told became a reality; he did not
live to see what he was fighting for, but we are
adhering to that path he has shown. Satyendra
says further Kittu was a self-made man with
little formal education in Tamil and English; he
inherited intelligence and measured up to deal
with diplomatic relations with world leaders.
Kittu never aspired for power. He only wanted to
serve, but in the process of serving he was able
to influence people and emerge as a charismatic
leader.
His commitment to the struggle was something
that makes us wonder. He once said some person
who has met him had given him the impression
his commitment was something between 50 or
60 percent. Speaking for himself Kittu said his
commitment to the cause was 85-90 percent, but
compared with Thalaivar Prabakaran's commitment
of 100 percent; therefore, he is the leader and we
are following him. According to Kittu, the end of
commitment must be measured not simply by words
one utters, but by what one gives to the struggle in
terms of oneself. He also once remarked orators
do not become leaders, but leaders may become
orators. Satyendra says quoting Aurovindo, “Truth
and knowledge are an idle dream if they do not
bring power to change the world.” Satyendra says
in keeping with what Aravondo said, Kittu belongs
to the true intelligentsia of Tamil Eelam. Not to the
pseudo intelligentsia which read books other people
write to find ideas which they can then expound or
worse still, pass off as their own. Satyendra says
Kittu was of a different mould. This, in a nutshell,
tells us Kittu was not only a brave solider but also
an intellectual on par with the other intellectuals. In
the field of diplomacy, he was something unique.
With very limited education his abilities were
outstanding. In this context the loss of Kittu is
something unbearable even though 29 years have
rolled down since his passing. Kittu believed in
a think tank to get the backing of the intellectuals
and was determined to shape world opinion in our
favour.
It is in this context what India did to Kittu
is unpardonable in history. I met Mr. Narasimha

Rao as a former foreign minister in Indra
Ghandi's cabinet in August 1983 as wanted
by Indra Ghandi. Mr. Narasimha Rao, in his
conversation with me, told he is full of praise for
Mahatma Ghandi as the leader of our freedom
struggle, but at the same time he little or decry
the services rendered by Subahas Chandrabos,
Lalbhatrai Bhatvasingh, V.O ShidambramPillai,
they believed in arm struggle and their sacrifices
are recognized. Likewise, your taking up to arms
to liberate the Tamils is not wrong, I appreciate
their sacrifices, but this very Narasimha Rao,
when he became the prime minister of India in
the 90's, Kittu and his comrades were travelling
in a ship towards Sri Lanka with a peace mission
in January 1993. The Indian Government
thought it fit to harass Kittu and his comrades,
drag them into the Indian Ocean and pull out
the secrets of the Eelam Tamil Struggles. Kittu
and his comrades did not want their secret to
be revealed to the Indian intelligentsia, so on
the 16th of January 1993, they self immolated
themselves by burning themselves. It is to be
remembered the Visakapatnam Courts of Andhra
gave a verdict Kittu and his comrades were in
the intern territorial waters and were neither in
the Indian territorial waters nor in the Sri Lankan
territorial waters. Therefore, what India did to
them was wrong. This verdict of the courts was
somewhat belated, and the damage has been done.
Narasimha Rao who once pronounced our Tamil
leaders are sincerely fighting for liberation with
their arms, therefore their conduct was justified,
but the very Narasimha Rao that become the
prime minister was the cause for the untimely
death of our beloved leaders. The conduct of
Narasimha Rao and the Indian Government is
unpardonable; it is in this context we must search
our conscience to ask ourselves whether we can
ever depend on India to come to our rescue to
save the Eelam Tamils. The Indian Government
is equally venomous or more venomous than
the Sri Lankan Government, which is why I
am pleading we must be forewarned and be
forearmed. In May 2009 there was a massacre
of the Eelam Tamils, in the name of wiping out
the Tamil Tigers. This attack on us was headed
by India and aided and abetted by 20 countries.
If they have not come to the rescue of the Sri
Lankan Government, we may not have faced this
calamity in history. It is in this context we must
be eternally vigilant to see that the sacrifices of
Kittu and his comrades are not in vain. If we let
down our heroes, history will curse us, and our
next generation will cast aspersions on us.
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The Tamils Are the Original
Inhabitants of Sri Lanka
By: C.V.Wigneswaran

Continues from previous issue…

Professor Senaka Bandaranayake has said
these ancients had no ethnic differences but only
cultural differences. These differences, he said,
could have existed even before the time of the
visit of the so-called Vijaya to the island. If we
examine the culture and life habits of the ancient
Stone Age people, they had a habit of inscribing
their name or the names of those who shaped
the clay pots and utensils, on them. This habit
is seen to have existed both in South India and
Sri Lanka during that period. This habit is not
visible in any other part of India. These writings
on clay pots have been unearthed in Tamil Nadu
and in Anuradhapura. Anuradhapura pots belong
to a period over 2,750 years. The writings on
pots have been identified as Tamil letters in the
Tamil language. Writing started in North India
only about 2,300 years ago, but both in Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka these writings have been
found to exist much earlier. Now the historians
believe the art of writing went from the South to
North India.
Recent Keeladi excavations in Madurai,
South India showed evidence of a civilization
anterior to all others in India. Thus, before the
introduction of Buddhism to Sri Lanka, the fact
the progenitors of the present Sinhalese and the
Tamils lived here has been accepted scientifically.
The recent DNA tests confirmed this.
When we examine the writings in Sinhala,
Professor Fernando, Professor Saddha Mangala
Karunaratne and Professor Ariya Abeysinghe
have said before the North Indian Prakrit was
introduced with Buddhism into Sri Lanka, the
script similar to the South Indian script was
available in Sri Lanka. We could gather from
their research Tamil script and Tamil language
and Dravidian words were in use in Sri Lanka
before the Sinhala language came into use.
That is why I boldly said the language of our
ancients was Tamil, and the original Indigenous
population of Sri Lanka were Tamil.
Buddhism spread on this island from the 3rd
Century BC onwards. Over 1,500 identified
inscriptions confirm this. These inscriptions
have Brahmi script from North India plus Tamil
script inscribed on them. There was no Sinhala
script, language or people then. Thus, it is clear
the Tamil language was in use in Sri Lanka prior
to the introduction of Buddhism and before the
introduction of North Indian Brahmi script.
Even though Professor Paranavithana tried to
identify the North Indian Prakrit as old Sinhala
script and tried to show wherever Prakrit was
in use the Sinhalese lived, this statement of the
Professor is not now accepted because with
the spread of Buddhism, the Prakrit script also
spread all over South and Southeast Asia and
was in use for over 700 years as the script of
inscriptions. Prakrit was not old Sinhala. If it
was, Sinhala language should have been spoken
in other Southeast Asian countries, too.
In Tamil Nadu the language of the Buddhist
inscriptions was Tamil. If we examine the 1,500
Brahmi inscriptions in Sri Lanka even though
Northern Brahmi was generally used, in addition
many Tamil words were also used. Especially
the names of individual Tamils were referred to
in Tamil. Relationships among individuals were
referred to in the Tamil language. Place names
have been written in Tamil. Even titles of Tamil
rulers were written in Tamil. This shows the
existence of the Tamil language in Sri Lanka

before the introduction of Buddhism and hence,
Tamils were the original inhabitants of this island
at the time Buddhism was introduced.
If we examine the evolution of the Sinhala
language, we have a parallel in the evolution
of Malayalam. The present Kerala was part of
Tamil-speaking regions in Tamil Nadu. They
were ruled by Chera Kings. The transformation
of Tamil to Malayalam took place due to
the heavy influence of Sanskrit on the Tamil
language from the 10th century AD. Tamil plus
Sanskrit brought in Malayalam. Hence, I referred
to a new language in the offing in Chennai today.
Tamil plus English might produce Tamilish in 25
to 50 years.
Similarly, the introduction of Pali language in
Sri Lanka as the language of Buddhism when it
mixed with the local Tamil language, developed
into a new language called Sinhalese around the
6th or 7th century AD. The evidence for this
could be found in Sigiriya. Sigiriya inscriptions
of 5th century AD portray early Sinhalese not yet
developed into a proper language. Thus, there is
no evidence the Sinhala language existed before
the 7th century AD. The Sinhala script developed
due to the mixing of Brahmi letters with the
Pallava period grantha letters. The Sinhala
literature like Rajavaliya and Poojavaliya belong
to the 13th century AD.
Your question contains reference to the Tamils
coming here only during the Chola conquest in
the 10th century. There had been Tamils living
on this island from a long, long time ago. May be
from the time of the Lemurian Continent which is
now under the Indian Sea. Earliest Tamil Sangam
period and the second Sangam period (Muthat
Sangam and Idai Sangam) have been referred
to in the last Sangam period (Kadai Sangam)
literature and the literary works of the earlier
Sangam periods are referred to in the Kadai
Sangam literature. Tamil is one of the earliest
languages of this World if not the earliest. There
have been Pandya, Pallava, Chola conquests of
Sri Lanka from ancient times. Thus, there have
been waves of Tamil intrusions, but the original
Tamils of Sri Lanka have been occupying this
country for over 3,000 years ago. The present
tendency to refer to Buddhism as that of the
Sinhalese and Hinduism as that of the Tamils, is
erroneous. When religions are introduced into a
country they are not introduced to be followed
only by particular races. When Buddhism
was introduced into this island there were no
Sinhalese. Thus, the Tamil King Devanampiya
Theesan got converted to Buddhism.
There is considerable evidence to show the
existence of Tamil Buddhists in Pali literature
and Brahmic inscriptions. Tamil kings were
given the titles Buddhathasan and Buddhadevan
when they supported Buddhism and Buddhist
causes.
Up to the 15th or 16th century there were
Tamil Buddhists according to Pali literature.
The inscriptions of Nainatheevu in North Sri
Lanka refer to Tamil Buddhists. Professor Sunil
Ariyaratne in his “Demala Baudhayo” refers to
Tamil Buddhists.
In recent times Sinhalese portraying
themselves as Buddhists and Tamils as Hindus
has brought about polarization, said Professor
Pushparatnam. This could have been avoided, he
said.
When I was living in the old Anuradhapura
town in the 1940s, there were Tamils who owned
lots of lands around Nuwara Wewa who were
more or less Demala Baudhayos. Even I used to

go to Ruwanwelisaya and Mahabodhi to worship
with my parents (both Hindus). We joined the
Buddhists who came from nearby villages to do
“Pongal” during Poson. Buddhist philosophy
influenced me considerably. Together with
Dr. Adikaram and others, we were votaries of
Philosopher J. Krishnamurthi whose teachings
were close to Buddhist philosophy. Of course,
later Hindu saints were able to point out the
limitations of the Buddhist philosophy to me.
Professor Pushparatnam has said even the
Mahawansa is a useful reference book to prove
the existence of Tamils at the time of the arrival
of Vijaya.
Mahawansa refers to 700 Tamil brides from
Madurai together with 1,000 Tamil families
employed in 18 professions being brought down
to Sri Lanka on Vijaya’s request. That means
more Tamil families came into the country from
Madurai than the 701 who came from elsewhere!
This is according to the Mahawansa!
Even the so-called statement of Dushta
Gamini that the Tamils are on one side and the
sea on the other side, refers to the existence of
large amount of Tamils in the country at that
time, said Professor Pushparatnam. Ellalan was
a Tamil king thus how could anyone say Tamils
for the first time arrived at the time of Chola
conquest in the 10th century AD?
Finally, a word about the homeland of the
Tamils. Before the Bakthi Cult was born in
Tamil Nadu, there is evidence of Tamils living
outside the North and East as well. Pali literature
and certain inscriptions refer to the presence and
influence of Tamils in Anuradhapura.
Before independence, the influence of Tamils
in Anuradhapura was considerable in the old
town. The new town was constructed, one is
forced to deduce, to reduce and negate the Tamil
influence in Anuradhapura.
Mahawansa refers to 32 Ppetty Tamil kings
Dutugemunu had to overcome before reaching
Ellalan’s capital. Coins of that period have been
unearthed, which point to Tamil presence from
South to North. There are Tamil letters in those
coins. Names of Tamil petty kings are found in
some of them. After the Bakthi Cult prospered
in the North and East many, Tamils living in
other parts of Sri Lanka preferred to go to the
North and East since the famous Hindu temples
lay there. This was a time when Jainism and
Buddhism were beginning to go out of vogue due
to the re- emergence of Saivaism consequent to
the Bakthi Cult. The Thevarams of Nayanmars
in South India referred to Thiruketheeswaram
and Thirukoneswaram in Sri Lanka.
Especially, there is reference to Trincomalee
being a full -fledged Saivite Tamil city. When
the Cholas were ruling from Polannaruwa, their
commercial outlet was Trincomalee. The North
and East were a distinct area of Tamil habitation
during the Chola rule. The Jaffna kingdom
was consequent and subsequent to the Chola
rule. From the 13th to 17th century, the Jaffna
kingdom existed. Puttalam came under the rule
of the Jaffna king. Udapu is still a Tamil village.
When the Dutch, during their rule, brought
out coins they referred to the North and East
separately and had them minted in Tamil. Thus,
the North and East were the homelands of the
Tamils.
To conclude, the Tamils were the original
inhabitants of this island, and though there have
been several waves of Tamil conquest, they only
added to the original Indigenous Tamils who
continued to live here from pre-historic times.
The Chola conquest was only one such intrusion
from South India. The Sinhala language and
race are very recent chronologically though the
Sinhalese and the Tamils have had common
progenitors from ancient times.
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New Policy on Reconciliation Needs
to Be Based on Human Security
By: Jehan Perera

Second Strength

The media reported President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa will be announcing a new policy
on national reconciliation in his address to
Parliament at the inaugural session following
prorogation last month. Apart from bringing
peace of mind and comfort to those bereaved
by the three decades long war, the central issue
of national reconciliation is to find an equitable
solution to the ethnic and religious conflicts
that have plagued the country since the dawn of
independence more than seven decades ago. The
focus now needs to be on the development of the
country and its economy rather than supporting
any parochial or ethnic cause and continue with
the divisive politics of the past. It is only with
this the country can get back on its feet as many
have done following traumatic events. President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected by a large
majority with this hope in mind.
Indeed, the country has faced multiple crises
but through them all government has retained
its 2/3 majority. This is an indication even those
dissatisfied with the government’s performance
still continue to feel they are better off as
members of the government than outside of it.
The recent announcement of the SLFP headed
by former President Maithripala Sirisena it
would remain within the government alliance,
while criticizing it from within, is an indicator of
the government’s stability. This follows similar
declarations by three leading cabinet ministers
from the 11-party alliance of small parties within
the government, who have filed cases in the
courts against the government. They, too, have
said they would remain within the government
and continue to challenge its decisions they
deem to be incorrect.
There are two other key reasons the
government has a measure of stability despite
the deteriorating economic situation. The first
of these is the pragmatic calculation of the
government leadership that it is better to have
its critics within the government than out of
it. It seemed possible the sacking of Minister
Susil Premajayantha for being overly critical
of the government would be the start of a purge
of internal critics of the government that could
cause an unravelling. So far it is only Minister
Premajayantha who has had to pay the price for
his independence. This has been explained by
the fact the former minister was a member of the
ruling party itself, unlike the other critics who
belong to other parties.

Due to multiple perspectives within the
government, which represent the diversity of the
government alliance, it has been able to reach
out to the widest possible swathe of society. At
the same time, it can woo diverse sections of
the international community, including the three
big international powers that hold the key to the
country’s economic progress. These are China,
India, and the Western countries. China and
India continue to provide economic resources on
a large scale. Both of these big powers seek to
improve their position of influence on Sri Lanka
and ensure a physical presence in the country,
which is being granted. Dealing with China has
been the easiest, as it only seeks to gain more
economic and physical assets within the country
to ensure its permanent presence.
Dealing with India and the Western countries
is more challenging as they require political
concessions as well. In the case of India, it is a
political solution to the ethnic conflict, which
involved power-sharing with the minority
Tamil community. In the case of the Western
countries, it is progress in terms of protecting
human rights. With Sri Lanka being a country
of interest to the UN Human Rights Council in
Geneva, this means its human rights record is
scrutinised every three months. The forthcoming
session in late February, which continues through
March, will be especially important. The Sri
Lankan Government is expected to present a
written report on its progress in terms of issues
of accountability, truth seeking, reparations
and institutional reform. The response of the
majority of countries at the UNHRC can have
a significant impact as it would influence the
European Union’s pending decision on whether
or not to suspend its GSP Plus tariff privilege
which is a source of support to the Sri Lankan
economy.
In this regard, last week’s botched attempt to
explode a bomb in All Saints Church in Colombo
and the botched police investigation into it have
given the impression of a created event which is
not going to help the government improve on its
credibility with the international community, let
alone people in the country. The government’s
dominant ideology of ethnic majority nationalism
and national security, which it invokes at frequent
intervals, and especially when it faces challenges,
is unacceptable. These incidents may help keep
the ethnic majority loyal to the government, but
they alienate the minorities and those sections of
the international community who are concerned

about human rights.

Botched Attempts

The bomb discovery, in which the Catholic
priests did more to uncover evidence than the
police, also served to divert attention from the
1000-day commemoration by the church of the
Easter bombings. If the bomb had exploded
within the church, it could have led to a renewal
of tensions between the ethnic and religious
communities, reinforced the need for a renewed
focus on national security and legitimized the
further growth of the security forces in the life
of the country. On that occasion, as on this,
Cardinal Malcolm Ranjith, the Archbishop of
Colombo, played a crucial role in preventing
an escalation of the crisis and in calling for the
truth behind the bombings to be known. He has
become increasingly straightforward in speaking
truth to the rulers, even truths they do not wish
to hear.
Events such as the Easter bombing, and now
this latest incident, give the impression of security
failure that is detrimental to the country’s internal
communal harmony and to the international
image of the country as a peaceful and secure
one for both investment and tourism. Sri Lanka
is yet to emerge from the thrall of nationalist
politics, and its falsehoods and violence, where
political leaders make deliberate and purposeful
use of communal differences to win votes and
come to power. They have succeeded time and
again in this dastardly practice, but with it the
country has failed to reach its full potential time
and again. The costs have been high, whether
in terms of lives lost, properties destroyed, and
economic growth stymied.
The historic task for President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and the government is to make a shift
away from a mindset that emphasises national
security as being the preserve of the security
forces to a new mindset that includes the ethnic
minorities and sees human security and wellbeing
as the country’s need. The Sri Lankan state needs
to consider all its people as citizens with equal
rights, and not as ethnic majorities and ethnic
minorities to be treated differently. It needs to
give priority to human security and wellbeing
where gas cylinders do not explode and people
have food and education at affordable prices.
Both religious leaders and political leaders need
to come up with an ideology of the wellbeing of
all in which solutions that are beneficial to all
are found, where basic needs of all are met, and
there is no divide and rule, which is a recipe for
long term failure.

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE
The wise with watchful soul who coming ills foresee;
From coming evil's dreaded shock are free
No terrifying calamity will happen to the wise, who (foresee) and guard against coming evils
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University of Lethbridge students
seek refunds

Students at the University of
Lethbridge raised alarm bells last
month over the school’s decision
to keep most classes online until
February 28, which would leave just
five weeks of in-person instruction
for the rest of the semester. An
online petition last month outlined
concerns being felt by the student
population.
Its main concerns include
moving the remainder of the spring
semester online where possible,
extending add-drop deadlines
for classes, refunding the cost of

the UPass—a mandatory transit
membership for students—and
moving examinations online.
“The decision to not make a
decision has left those who don’t
ordinarily reside in the city of
Lethbridge or the surrounding
area with even more uncertainty as
assuming in-person classes resume
as now scheduled, those students
will be coming to Lethbridge for
only five weeks of in person classes
and final exams, an amount of time
that may not be worth the stress and
cost of moving for some students,”

the petition read.
The university’s regular housing
policy states written notice “must
be completed and received by
Housing Services on or before the
last business day of the previous
month to make the notice effective
for the last day of the following
month.”
The university currently has
915 residence students, with
approximately 400 on campus.
However, in a statement the
university said it has changed its
refund policy when it comes to
housing.“After reviewing refund
policies in light of the everchanging COVID-19 situation,
the university will issue refunds
for those who choose to leave
residence,” the statement read.
“The refunded portion will
be pro-rated to the number of
days remaining on their housing
contract once they have notified
the university and removed their
belongings.”
School officials could not
provide further information into
potential refunds for UPass or
parking services.

Mandatory sexual violence training
introduced at Bishops’ University

The students at Bishop’s
University received an email last
month informing them all attending
students will be required to complete
a short online informative lecture
about sexual misconduct and the
importance of consent. Called “It
Takes All of Us,” the interactive
training session was created by
Concordia University and has been
promoted and adopted by many
universities across the province.
Stine Linden-Anderson, dean
of student affairs, said: “We have
already two mandatory sexual
violence prevention programs
called “Can I Kiss You and Active
Bystander.”
“These are both mandatory for all
incoming students, but discussions
with the Sexual Culture Committee
led to students wanting something
more,” she said.
Replying to a question about the
school’s motivation to implement

the new mandatory training, LindenAnderson said it was actually
decided before the declaration on
the bridge in early November.
“We already had a draft of the

document ready to go; it was really
the students who felt that we needed
something to hold each other
accountable and to have something
that was mandatory.”

MUN Students to
Carry Burden of
Province’s Debt

A new report from the Canadian
Centre for Policy Alternatives
stated last month funding cuts
at MUN combined with student
tuition fee increases could result
in undergrad students paying for
a third of the province’s deficit by
themselves. The report, “Passing
the Buck: The Impact Of Increasing
Memorial University Tuition to
Pay Down Newfoundland and
Labrador’s Deficit,” highlights
the increases that are incoming for
students.
There will be a 150 percent
increase for in-province undergrads
in fall 2022, bringing costs closer
to major universities in British
Columbia, Alberta, and Ontario.
Similarly, fees for international
students will double to over
$81,000 for their degree, which
they say is more expensive than
any other university in Atlantic
Canada.
Despite this, the report says
the University won’t benefit from
the increases, as their operating
grant is set to be cut by the same
amount. The only beneficiary, they
argue, is the province. However,
report author and CCPA Senior
Economist David McDonald
argues by the time cuts and
increases come into full effect the
province’s debt may already be
paid off. He cites debt reductions
in the fall fiscal update, noting
when the numbers are revised for
the spring budget the long-term
projections for 2025/26 could see
the province boasting a surplus.
He says the whole premise behind
students paying for the province’s
debt will “evaporate” because
there won’t be one.

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE
The wise is rich, with ev'ry blessing blest;
The fool is poor, of everything possessed
Those who possess wisdom, possess everything; those who have not wisdom, whatever they may possess,
have nothing
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U of Regina opens
Nursing schools are facing
shortage of instructors student wellness centre

Interest in nursing is increasing
fast, but universities are facing
difficulties finding the in-class and
in-hospital instructors to train them
due to acute shortage. Hospital
vacancy rates for nursing positions
sit at around 20 percent in Nova
Scotia and Ontario, and 25 percent
in Manitoba. Other hospitals across
the country are facing similar
crunches.
Linda Ross, acting dean in the
faculty of health studies at Brandon
University, said the shortage is
partly due to the aging workforce.
“Many people have been hanging
on and postponing their retirement,
and the pandemic was kind of the
last straw.”
The British Columbia Nurses’
Union estimates 40 percent of nurses
will hit retirement age in the next
10 years. The shortage is a longstanding problem, and provincial
governments were announcing
funding increases to nursing school
spots even before the pandemic, but

their efforts have intensified.
The Government of Manitoba
announced this past summer it will
increase nursing school spots by
400 over the next few years. Nova
Scotia announced 70 more spots this
year; Ontario a whopping 2,000.
“In the media, I see calls to give
more money to nursing programs.
We’re happy to have the money,
but it’s complicated,” said Dr. Ross.
“You can’t just throw money at it.
This is not something that can be
resolved overnight.”
One of the biggest struggles
over the past two years has been
finding clinical settings able to
take in students. This past spring,
the Canadian Federation of
Nurses Unions and the Canadian
Health
Workforce
Network
urged the federal government to
increase funding to the provinces
and facilitate standardized data
collection across the country, to
get a more detailed picture of the
workforce gaps in the sector.

The University of Regina is
home to a new nurse practitionerled student wellness centre, which
officially opened in October last
year. The centre is billed as the first
of its kind at a Canadian university.
On any given day there is one nurse
practitioner at the clinic to provide
a range of services to students, said
Maureen Klenk, associate dean
of student wellness for the faculty
of nursing.These services include
interpreting
diagnostic
tests;
monitoring lab work; prescribing
drugs; renewing prescriptions;
performing
minor
surgical

procedures; and providing referrals
to specialists. They will also assist
patients with chronic diseases such
as diabetes, asthma, and high blood
pressure.
“The student wellness centre
really is a unique feature, and it
speaks to how the U of R believes
and values providing service while
creating a place of connection for
our students,” said Cheryl Pollard,
dean of the faculty of nursing.
“The U of R really has some
powerful demonstrations of that
commitment, and the Student
Wellness Centre is one of them.”

Queen’s chemistry gets $24M federal boost for research

The federal government has
committed $24 million, through the
New Frontiers in Research Fund:
Transformation
Stream,
to
Queen’s University-led research

poised to “extend the lifespan
of metals using unique
molecular coatings that could
save billions of dollars on
maintenance across a number
of sectors, including aerospace,
automotive, cancer therapy,
consumer electronics and
infrastructure.” The university
stated the work could position
Canada at the forefront of the
barrier coatings industry, which
has a national economic impact of
$31 billion per year and currently
employs 211,000 people across the
country.

“Worldwide, countries spend,
on average, over three percent of
their GDP each year on corrosion
maintenance,” Cathleen Crudden,
Queen’s professor, Canada Research
Chair in Metal Organic Chemistry
and lead researcher on the project,
said. “Annually, Canada spends
around $66 billion across sectors.
Crudden, along with her
multidisciplinary
team
of
international
researchers
and
industry collaborators, is trying
to develop a fundamentally new
approach for protecting metal
surfaces.

Crudden’s team will be building
on her prior “discovery that a certain
class of organic molecules can form
bonds with a wide range of metals.
The group is exploring and
developing a carbon-on-metal
coating that could slow or halt
corrosion and degradation caused
by oxygen, changes in pH and
temperature.
`Through this research, Crudden
could develop these coatings that
could “prevent metals in microchips
from breaking down, leading to
greater longevity for computers,
phones and other devices.

Harvard University makes SAT, ACT scores optional until 2026

Harvard University has decided
to extend its test-optional policy
that allows non-SAT or ACT testtakers to apply to its schools.
Although it's not yet clear if other
schools will follow Harvard's lead,
the extension likely serves as a way
to prepare for similar actions in the
future. The movement has raised
concerns about the value of the
tests. Most highly ranked schools
have also started accepting nonSAT applicants since the 2020s.
Although
not
submitting
standardized test scores will affect
their application process, Harvard
University’s dean of admissions
said students would still be
accepted. According to the dean
of admissions, non-SAT applicants
will still be considered on the basis
of their essays and their personal
achievements. The extension gives

students who are already enrolled in
8th through 11th grades the ability
to submit a score.
It will also give students who
were affected by the global health
emergency, a choice regarding their
admission test.
Students who were affected by the
global health emergency may now
submit their scores for admission to
their chosen school. The extension
was prompted by concerns about
the impact of the pandemic on the
testing environment.
Although Harvard still maintains
the possibility of having a testing
requirement in fall 2027, it's not
likely to happen.
Many universities and colleges
are experimenting with the use of
test-optional admission to see if it
can help minorities get into classes
while upholding the educational

standards. Columbia and Cornell,
two Ivy League schools, have
suspended their testing requirements
for the upcoming academic year.
Even though many schools still
require scores, some of them saw a
drop in their admission rates when
applications spiked.

Many schools, including the
University of Chicago, have made it
permanent. Others, such as Oregon
State University Indiana University,
did it before the pandemic. Almost
all the top 100 liberal arts schools
in the US do not require admission
scores for the coming year.
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Parent's genes can influence
a child's educational
success
Recent research by the University College
London has showed a child's educational
success depends on the genes he has inherited
as well as those he has not inherited. The study
has been published in “The American Journal of
Human Genetics.”
Funded by the Nuffield Foundation, the
study confirmed genes a person inherits
directly are most likely to contribute to their
achievements in education. However, parent
genes that aren't directly inherited, yet have
still shaped parents' own education levels and
subsequently influenced the lifestyle and family
environment they provide for their children, are

also important and can affect how well a person
does at school and beyond.
Children resemble their parents because
of nature (the genes they inherit) and nurture
(the environment they grow up in), but nature
and nurture effects are intertwined. Mothers
and fathers each pass on half their genes to
their children, and although the other half of
their genes are not passed on, they continue
to influence the parents' traits and ultimately
influence the traits in their children.
The researchers found genetic nurture had
about half as much impact on education success
as genetic inheritance. Genetic nurture effects

High-fibre diet improves
response to immunotherapy

According to a new study by the University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Centre,
melanoma patients who ate more fibre during
immunotherapy, survived longer without
cancer growth. The findings of the study were
published in the journal Science.
The benefit was most noticeable in patients
who did not take commercially available
probiotic supplements. Parallel pre-clinical
studies supported the observational findings.
"Research from our team and others has
shown that gut microbes impact response to
immunotherapy treatment, but the role of diet
and probiotic supplements have not been well
studied," said co-senior author Jennifer Wargo,
MD, professor of Genomic Medicine and
Surgical Oncology.
Patients who reported eating more fruits,
vegetables, legumes, and whole grains met
the study threshold for sufficient fibre intake.
The 37 patients with sufficient fibre intake had
improved progression-free survival (median
not reached) compared to the 91 patients with
insufficient fibre intake (median 13 months).
Every five-gram increase of daily fibre
intake was associated with a 30 percent lower

risk of cancer progression or death.
When the patients were further grouped
according to high- or low-fibre diet and
commercially-available probiotic supplement
use, response to immunotherapy was seen in
18 of 22 patients (82 percent) who reported
both sufficient fibre intake and no probiotic
use, compared to the response seen in 60 of
101 (59 percent) patients who either reported
insufficient fibre intake or probiotic use.
The response was defined as complete,
partially complete, partial tumour shrinkage or
stable disease for at least six months.
Probiotic use alone was not associated with
a significant difference in progression-free
survival or odds of response to immunotherapy.
The study began with analysing the gut
micro biome profiles of 438 melanoma patients,
321 of whom had the late-stage disease and
were treated with systemic therapy, and 293 of
whom had an evaluable response to treatment
over follow-up.
A high-fibre diet was associated with slower
tumour growth and a significantly higher
frequency of CD4+ T cells in pre-clinical
models treated with PD-1 inhibitors.

captured by polygenic scores in the studies
explained at least 1.28 percent of the variance
in educational outcomes, while direct genetic
effects explained at least 2.89 percent of the
variance in educational outcomes.
The researchers said the findings are
underestimated given that polygenic scores only
capture a fraction of heritability in educational
outcomes; the actual genetic effects could be
multiple times higher, but direct genetic effects
would probably still be roughly double those of
genetic nurture effects.
Lead researcher Jean-Baptiste Pingault said,
"We discovered genetic nurture has a significant
effect on a child's educational achievement.
The effects were mainly down to their parents'
education and how it influences the environment
they provide."

Study finds insights
on how we learn
to learn

A new study examined cognitive training
designed to focus on what’s important while
ignoring distractions can enhance the brain’s
information processing, enabling the ability
to “learn to learn.”“As any educator knows,
merely recollecting the information we learn
in school is hardly the point of an education,”
said Andre Fenton, a professor of neural science
at New York University and the senior author
of the study published in the “Nature Journal”
last month.Researchers have frequently studied
the machinations of memory--specifically, how
neurons stored the information gained from
experience so the same information can be
recalled later. However, less is known about
the underlying neurobiology of how we “learn
to learn”--the mechanisms our brains use to go
beyond drawing from memory to utilise past
experiences in meaningful, novel ways.
A greater understanding of this process could
point to new methods to enhance learning and
design precision cognitive behavioural therapies
for neuropsychiatric disorders like anxiety,
schizophrenia, and other forms of mental
dysfunction. To explore this, the researchers
conducted a series of experiments using mice,
which were assessed for their ability to learn
cognitively challenging tasks. Prior to the
assessment, some mice received “cognitive
control training (CCT).”
They were put on a slowly rotating arena and
trained to avoid the stationary location of a mild
shock using stationary visual cues while ignoring
locations of the shock on the rotating floor. CCT
mice were compared to control mice. One control
group also learned the same place avoidance, but
it did not have to ignore the irrelevant rotating
locations. Analysis of neural activity in the
hippocampus during CCT confirmed the mice
were using relevant information for avoiding
shock and ignoring the rotating distractions in
the vicinity of the shock. Notably, this process
of ignoring distractions was essential for the
mice learning to learn as it allowed them to do
novel cognitive tasks better than the mice that
did not receive CCT.
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Good night's sleep may mitigate infant obesity

Newborns that sleep longer and wake up
less throughout the night are less likely to be
overweight in infancy, researchers have recently
found. Their study was published in the “Sleep
Journal” last month.
"While an association between insufficient
sleep and weight gain is well-

established in adults and older children, this link
has not been previously recognised in infants,"
said study co-author Susan Redline, MD, MPH,
senior physician in the Division of Sleep and
Circadian Disorders at the Brigham.
To conduct this research, Redline and
colleagues observed 298 newborns born at
Massachusetts General Hospital between 2016
and 2018. They then monitored their sleep
patterns using ankle actigraphy watches--devices
that measure patterns of activity and rest over
multiple days.
Researchers extracted three nights' worth
of data at the one- and six-month marks while
parents kept sleep diaries, recording their
children's sleep and wake episodes.
To collect growth measurements, scientists
measured infant height and weight and

determined their body mass index. Infants were
classified as overweight if they fell into or
above the 95th percentile on the World Health
Organization's growth charts.
Notably, researchers found just one additional
hour of sleep correlated with a 26 percent
decrease in infants' risk of being overweight. In
addition, infants that woke up less throughout the
night faced a lower risk of excess weight gain.
While it's unclear exactly why this correlation
exists, scientists speculated getting more sleep
promoted routine feeding practices and selfregulation, factors that mitigated overeating.
Investigators noted African American
individuals and families of lower socioeconomic
statuses were underrepresented in their dataset.
Additionally, confounding variables, such as
breastfeeding duration, could have impacted
infant growth.
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researchers used virtual reality
to understand the impact anxiety
has on the brain and how brain
regions interact with one another
to shape behaviour. The study was
published in the “Communications
Biology Journal” in January.
"These findings tell us that
anxiety disorders might be more
than a lack of awareness of the
environment or ignorance of
safety, but rather that individuals
suffering from an anxiety disorder
cannot control their feelings and
behavior even if they wanted
to," said Benjamin SuarezJimenez, assistant professor
in the Del Monte Institute for
Neuroscience at the University
of Rochester and first author of
the study.
Using fMRI, the researchers
observed the brain activity of
volunteers with general and
social anxiety as they navigated
a virtual reality game of picking
flowers. Half the meadow
had flowers without bees, the
other half had flowers with
bees that would sting them as
simulated by a mild electrical
stimulation to the hand.
Researchers found all
study

A recent study has
dangerous areas; however,
found dietary habits
brain
scans
revealed
have an impact on
volunteers with anxiety
both obesity and the
had increased insula and
onset of gestational
dorsomedial prefrontal cortex
diabetes
in
activation indicating their
pregnant women.
brain was associating a known
The mother-child
safe area to danger or threat.
research has been
The brain differences
published in the
were the only differences
“European Journal of Nutrition.” The study examined the connection
seen in these patients. For
between dietary intake and the onset of gestational diabetes in
example, sweat responses,
351 overweight or obese women. The women's nutrient intake
a proxy for anxiety, which
was calculated from food diaries, based on two dietary patterns: a
was also measured, failed to
healthier and an unhealthier dietary pattern, were recognised.
reveal any clear differences.
In addition, the overall quality of the diet in reference to that
Understanding
the
neural
recommended was described with a diet quality index and the
mechanisms by which the brain
inflammatory potential with a dietary inflammatory index.
learned about the environment
"Our research results show that following a healthy diet in early
is the focus of Suarez-Jimenez's
pregnancy reduces the risk of gestational diabetes," said first author,
research, particularly how the
doctoral candidate Lotta Pajunen from the Institute of Biomedicine
brain predicts what is threatening
at the University of Turku.
and what is safe.
The study also found a higher dietary inflammatory index,
He used virtual reality
meaning a diet that increases the low-grade inflammatory markers
environments to investigate
in the body, was connected to an increased risk of developing
neural signatures of anxiety
gestational diabetes mellitus. Furthermore, higher consumption
disorders and post-traumatic
of fat, especially saturated fats, was connected to gestational
stress disorder (PTSD). His goal
diabetes. This is of interest as the intake of saturated fats is known
is to understand how people build
to increase the body's inflammation. Several methods were used
maps in their brains that are based
in the study to examine dietary intake in early pregnancy. These
on experience and the role of those
analyses revealed a diet comprehensively promoting health is
maps in psychopathologies of
associated with a lower risk of developing gestational diabetes.
stress and anxiety.

Researchers have recently found although
knowing the concept of mindfulness, people
tend to practice it incorrectly. The study has
been published in the “Clinical Psychology
Review Journal.”
Studying popular concepts of mindfulness,
the researchers found most laypeople are
confusing the practice with passive acceptance
of the problem--a misconception scientists
said, ignores the important work of engaging
with them. Originating in Buddhist religious
practice, much of the mindfulness movement’s
popularity grew from clinical research affirming

People practice mindfulness incorrectly

its potential for reducing stress and related
health disorders.
“Scientific understanding of mindfulness
goes beyond mere stress-relief and requires
a willingness to engage with stressors,” said
Igor Grossmann, corresponding author of the
project and a professor of social psychology at
Waterloo.
The research team conducted an extensive
empirical project that examined the meaning
of mindfulness in three parts: analyses of the
semantic meaning of the term mindfulness in the
English language; a meta-analysis of the results

from a widely used mindfulness measure; and
empirical tests of association with markers of
wisdom and effective emotion regulation Using
social media as a topical example, Grossmann
said with algorithms curating increasingly
hateful content, the ability to be mindful of
others’ perspectives has never been more
critical. “Mindfulness might not provide an
easy answer to the divisiveness that surrounds
us, but an accurate understanding that includes
the practice of acceptance may herald the reemergence of sincere discussion and authentic
connection,” Grossmann added.
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Do 5G telecoms pose a
threat to airline safety?

The chief executives of major US passenger
and cargo airlines warned last month of a
"catastrophic" aviation crisis after AT&T
and Verizon deploy new 5G services. They
said the new C band 5G service beginning on
January 19 could render a significant number of
aircraft unusable, causing chaos for US flights
and potentially stranding tens of thousands of
Americans overseas.
The United States auctioned mid-range 5G
bandwidth to mobile phone companies in early
2021 in the 3.7-3.98 GHz range on the spectrum
known as C band, for about $80 billion. The
US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
warned the new 5G technology could interfere
with instruments such as altimeters, which
measure how far above the ground an airplane
is travelling.
Altimeters operate in the 4.2-4.4 GHz range
and the concern is the auctioned frequencies sit
too close to this range. In addition to altitude,

&
TECHNOLOGY

SCIENCE

altimeter readouts are also used to facilitate
automated landings and to help detect dangerous
currents called wind shear. United Airlines
CEO Scott Kirby said last month the FAA's 5G
directives would bar the use of radio altimeters
at about 40 of the biggest US airports. US
airlines have warned the directives could disrupt
up to four percent of daily flights. The higher the
frequency in the spectrum, the faster the service
is. In order to get full value from 5G, operators
want to operate at higher frequencies.
Some of the C band spectrum auctioned had
been used for satellite radio, but the transition
to 5G means there will be much more traffic.
Verizon and AT&T have argued C band 5G
has been deployed in about 40 other countries
without aviation interference issues.
They have agreed to buffer zones around 50
airports in the United States, similar to those used
in France, for six months to reduce interference
risks.

NASA fully deploys Stars will eventually Suit says Google,
stop contributing
Webb telescope in
Facebook chiefs
metals
space
The findings of two recent studies have shed
OK'd market pact
The most powerful space telescope ever
light on how the youngest generation of stars

built completed a tricky two-week-long
deployment phase on January 8, unfolding its
final golden mirror panel, as it readies to study
every phase of cosmic history. Engineering
teams in the James Webb Space Telescope's
control room cheered as confirmation came
back its final wing was deployed and latched
into place.
"I'm emotional about it -- what an amazing
milestone," Thomas Zurbuchen, a senior
NASA engineer, said during the live video
feed as stargazers worldwide celebrated.
Because the telescope was too large to fit
into a rocket's nose cone in its operational
configuration, it was transported folded up.
Unfurling has been a complex and risky task
-- "arguably the most challenging deployment
program ever done by NASA," said NASA
engineer Mike Menzel.
On January 8, engineers sent a command
from the Space Telescope Science Institute in
Baltimore, Maryland for the final section of
golden mirror to unfold.
According to NASA, after the mirror was
latched into place at 1:17 PM (1817 GMT),
"the team declared all major deployments
successfully completed."
Webb, the successor to Hubble, blasted
off in an Ariane 5 rocket from French Guiana
on December 25, and is heading to its orbital
point, a million miles (1.6 million kilometers)
from Earth. Though Webb will reach its space
destination, known as the second Lagrange
Point, in a matter of weeks, it still has around
another five and a half months of setup to go.
The NASA telescope blog said the Webb
telescope deployment procedure was "the last
of the major deployments on the observatory."
According to the telescope's deputy
project manager at NASA, John Durning,
the deployments have been "100 percent
successful."

will eventually stop contributing metals back
to the universe. Stars are giant factories that
produce most of the elements in the Universe including the elements in us, and in the Earth’s
metal deposits.
What stars produce changes over time.
The findings of the studies were published
in the journal “Monthly Notices of the Royal
Astronomical Society” last month.
The authors are all members of ASTRO
3D, the ARC Centre of Excellence for All Sky
Astrophysics in 3 Dimensions. They are based
at Monash University, the Australian National
University (ANU), and the Space Telescope
Science Institute.
“We know the first two elements of the
periodic table - hydrogen and helium - were
created in the Big Bang. Over time, the stars
that came after the Big Bang produce heavier
elements,” said Amanda Karakas, first author of
a paper studying metal-rich stars.
These “metal-rich” stars, like our Sun, spew
out their products into space, enriching the
composition of the galaxy over time.
These objects affect us directly as around
half of the carbon and all elements heavier than
iron are synthesised by stars like our Sun. About
90 percent of all the lead on Earth, for example,
was made in low-mass stars which also produce
elements such as strontium and barium.
This ability to produce more metals changes
depending on the composition of a star at its
birth. The Sun, born about 4.5 billion years ago,
is a typical “middle-aged” star.
It is “metal-rich” compared to the first stellar
generations and has a heavy element content
similar to many other stars in the centre of the
Milky Way.
“Our papers predict the evolution of younger
stars (most-recent generations) which are up to
seven times more metal-rich than the Sun,” said
Karakas.

Top bosses of Google and Facebook were
directly involved in approving an allegedly
illegal 2018 deal to cement their dominance
of the online advertising market, according to
US court documents. The records, part of an
anti-trust lawsuit by a coalition of US states
targeting Google, make serious allegations
against Big Tech giants long accused of holding
monopolies.
According to the states' accusations,
the online search colossus sought to oust
competition by manipulating ad auctions-the ultra-sophisticated system that determines
which ads appear on web pages based on the
anonymized profiles of internet users. The
legal documents filed in a New York court on
January 14 clearly refer to Sundar Pichai, chief
of Google's parent firm Alphabet, as well as
Facebook executive Sheryl Sandberg and CEO
Mark Zuckerberg even if their names were
redacted.
"Google CEO Sundar Pichai also personally
signed off on the terms of the deal," the suit
said.The documents note the economic terms
were emailed to Facebook's CEO, and he was
advised: "'We're nearly ready to sign and need
your approval to move forward.'"
It was the third time the suit was amended
and did not list Facebook or its parent company
Meta as defendants. The antitrust suit is one of
three engaging Google on different fronts.
The US Government filed its blockbuster
lawsuit in October of last year, accusing Google
of maintaining an "illegal monopoly" in online
search and advertising. The country's biggest
antitrust case in decades, it opens the door to
a potential breakup of the Silicon Valley titan.
While Google ad revenue has continued
to grow, its share of the booming US online
ad market is ebbing under pressure from
competitors such as Facebook, Amazon, and
others, according to eMarketer.
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Elon Musk claims his satellites
are not hogging space

Elon Musk rejected claims last month his
Starlink satellite internet project is taking up
too much room in space. "Tens of billions" of
satellites can be accommodated in orbits close to
Earth, he told the Financial Times.
His comments came after a claim by the head
of the European Space Agency (ESA) that Mr.
Musk was "making the rules" for the emerging
commercial space industry. Earlier, China
complained its space station was forced to avoid
collisions with Starlink satellites.
"Space is just extremely enormous, and
satellites are very tiny," Mr. Musk said in the
interview. Mr. Musk pushed back at suggestions

his Starlink Internet Services project was
effectively obstructing the entry of competitors
to the satellite industry, saying there is ample
room in the Earth's orbit for satellites.
"This is not some situation where we're
effectively blocking others in any way. We've
not blocked anyone from doing anything, nor do
we expect to," he said.
"A couple of thousand satellites is nothing.
It's like, hey, here's a couple of thousand of cars
on Earth--it's nothing," he added.
In December last year, Josef Aschbacher, the
director general of ESA, warned the thousands of
communications satellites launched by Starlink
would result in there being far less space for
competitors.
Other experts have said much larger distances
between spacecraft are needed than Mr. Musk
has suggested to avoid collisions.
Scientists have also voiced concerns
previously about the risks of collisions in space
and called on world governments to share
information about the estimated 30,000 satellites
and other space debris that are orbiting Earth.
Mr. Musk made headlines as he faced
a social media backlash after China complained
its space station was forced to avoid collisions
with satellites launched by his Starlink project.
SpaceX has already launched almost 1,900
satellites as part of the Starlink network and
plans to deploy thousands more.

Dimming Sun's rays should be
off-limits, say experts

Planetary-scale engineering schemes designed
to cool Earth's surface and lessen the impact of
global heating are potentially dangerous and
should be blocked by governments more than
60 policy experts and scientists said last month.
Even if injecting billions of sulphur particles into
the middle atmosphere--the most hotly debated
plan for so-called solar radiation modification
(SRM)--turned back a critical fraction of the
Sun's rays as intended, the consequences could
outweigh any benefits they argued in an open
letter issued on January 17.
"Solar geoengineering deployment cannot
be governed globally in a fair, inclusive and
effective manner," said the letter, supported by
a commentary in the journal WIREs Climate
Change. An increase of 1.1 degrees Celsius
above mid-19th century levels has already
boosted the intensity, frequency and duration of
deadly heat waves, droughts and megastorms.
The world's nations have committed to capping
the rise in Earth's surface temperature to 1.5C
above mid-19th century levels, but UN-backed
scientists have said that threshold will be
breached, possibly within a decade.

The failure to reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions that drive global heating has led some
policy makers to embrace solar geoengineering-widely dismissed not long ago as more science
fiction than science--to buy time for a more
durable solution. Nature sometimes does the
same: debris from the 1991 eruption of Mount
Pinatubo in the Philippines lowered Earth's
average surface temperature for more than a
year.
The open letter said there are several reasons
to reject such a course of action. Artificially
dimming the Sun's radiative force is likely to
disrupt monsoon rains in South Asia and western
Africa and could ravage the rain-fed crops
upon which hundreds of millions depend for
nourishment several studies have shown.
Signatories include Frank Biermann, a
professor of global sustainability governance at
Utrecht University; Aarti Gupta, a professor of
global environmental governance at Wageningen
University in The Netherlands; Professor Melissa
Leach, director of the Institute of Development
Studies in Sussex, England; and Dirk Messner,
president of the German Environment Agency.
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One of the
oldest human
fossils just got
older

Volcanic ash left over from a huge ancient
eruption has helped scientists determine
important early Homo Sapiens fossils found
in Ethiopia in 1967 are older than previously
believed, providing fresh insight into the
dawn of our species. Researchers said on
January 12 they used the geochemical
fingerprints of a thick layer of ash found
above the sediments containing the fossils
to ascertain it resulted from an eruption that
spewed volcanic fallout over a wide swathe
of Ethiopia roughly 233,000 years ago.
Because the fossils were located beneath
this ash, they predated the eruption, the
researchers said, although by how many
years remains unclear.
It previously was believed the fossils
were no more than about 200,000 years old.
The fossils, called Omo I, were discovered
in southwestern Ethiopia in a region called
the Omo Kibish geological formation
during an expedition led by the late
paleoanthropologist Richard Leakey. They
include a rather complete cranial vault and
lower jaw, some vertebrae and parts of the
arms and legs.
Scientists have sought greater clarity
about the timing of our species' origins in
Africa. The new findings conform with the
most recent scientific models of human
evolution placing the emergence of Homo
Ssapiens sometime between 350,000 to
200,000 years ago, said University of
Cambridge volcanologist Celine Vidal, lead
author of the study published in the journal
Nature.
Research published in 2017 showed
bones and teeth discovered at a site called
Jebel Irhoud in Morocco were more than
300,000 years old, representing the earliest
fossils attributed to Homo Sapiens. Some
scientists have questioned whether those
fossils genuinely belong to our species.
The researchers determined the ash's
geochemical composition and compared
that with other volcanic remnants in the
region. They found it matched a light and
porous volcanic rock called pumice created
during the eruption of Shala Volcano about
230 miles (370 km) away.
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Residential property assessments
significantly up in Nova Scotia

Residential property assessments are
sharply up across Nova Scotia, particularly in
municipalities with hot real estate markets.
"It's the largest jump we've seen in quite a long
time," said Lloyd MacLeod, the acting director
of the Property Valuation Services Corporation,
which evaluates properties in the province.
Residential assessments across the province
increased by 10.8 percent overall to $99.6 billion.
In Halifax, the residential assessment roll was up
by 13.4 percent. The municipal councillor for
Cole Harbour said she's heard from a few people
who are upset.
"One resident said their assessed value had
increased by nearly 100 percent," said Trish
Purdy. "That's a significant increase. That causes

fear."
Purdy is letting people know they can appeal
their assessments. Assessment appeals must be
made by Feb 10.
Residential assessments are up by 18.8 percent
in the town of Lunenburg.
"I think it's indicative of a lot of demand for
housing in Lunenburg and I hope people take
that message away from this," said Mayor Matt
Risser.
With a 20.6 percent hike, Mahone Bay is
the only municipality with a higher increase
than Lunenburg, but Mahone Bay's increase is
due to the construction of a new nursing home,
according to assessment officials.
Lockeport (15.94), Stewiacke (13.29),
Annapolis Royal (13.03), Kentville (12.08),
Wolfville (11.79), Municipality of the District of
East Hants (11.2) and Berwick (11.15) were the
others above 11 percent.
Since 2022 property assessments are based on
sales done in 2020, and the hot real estate market
only began in the last half of the year. Officials
expect the upward trend to continue.
Commercial assessments in the province are
flat. They are only up by 1.3 percent overall to
$25.1 billion. COVID-19 has had some impact,
particularly in the accommodations industry, but
there are other reasons.

BoC raising rates can drop real estate sales

As Canada’s central bank is going to raise
rates, the BC Real Estate Association (BCREA)
said due to its impact sales in real estate sector
will drop. If the Bank of Canada (BoC) hikes
as expected, BC home sales will see a modest
decline. Home sales are cut in half if rates climb
sharply over forecasts due to high inflation. In
either scenario, they don’t see much of a decline
in home prices.
The industry is forecasting a sharp decline
in home sales as rates rise. In their most mild
scenario, the BoC’s overnight rate hits 1.75
percent right around where most banks have
forecast a peak. They forecast home sales will
decline over 20 percent within the following two
years.
The BoC estimates the neutral rate is 1.75
percent, making a higher overnight rate unlikely.
Inflation would have to climb very sharply for

this to even be considered.
If that were the case, buying a home would
probably be the least of your concerns.
The overnight rate hits 3.25 percent in their
most extreme scenario, and home sales fall over
50 percent. Once again, it’s unlikely to hit that
level since the neutral rate is forecast to be much
lower. The overnight rate rising to a level seen
less than two decades ago is enough to crater
home sales.
Rising interest rates are forecast to make home
sales plummet, but not prices. If rates rise to 1.75
percent, the association forecasts a less than five
percent drop in the average home price. If they
rise to an unlikely but extreme 3.25 percent,
they still see prices falling less than 10 percent.
Apparently, a 50 percent decrease in home sales
leads to a minimal drop in home prices.

Tools developed to help solve housing crisis in Canada

The University of British Columbia’s Housing
Research Collaborative (HRC) has developed
assessment tools intended to assist the federal
government in solving Canada’s current housing
crisis. Led by Allard Law professor Alexandra
Flynn and UBC professor Penny Gurstein, HRC
has introduced two assessment tools-–a housing
need assessment tool and a land assessment tool.
These tools were introduced pursuant to
HRC’s Housing Assessment Resource Tools
(HART) project which seeks to develop
effective, equitable and comparable methods
for diagnosing housing needs and identifying
suitable land for social and affordable housing.
According to Flynn, the housing need assessment
tool measures housing need by income group to
generate maximum housing costs, such as rental
fees, which meet affordable housing needs. The
land assessment tool helps governments identify

well-located land and buildings that can be
utilized to meet housing need.
“Right now, there are no standardized,
replicable or equity-based tools to measure
housing need across the country,” Flynn said.
From March to September 2021, HRC had
prototyped the tools in Kelowna, British Columbia
and found despite the city’s remarkable success
in combatting loss of affordable rental housing
from 2006 to 2016, there are still high levels of
housing need in low-income households.
At present until March 2023, Flynn said that
HRC continues to work with 15 governments
across Canada to roll out the tools nationally. HRC
is a community of housing researchers, providers
and policymakers focused on understanding
systemic impediments in the housing system and
addressing housing unaffordability.

Ontario Premier
holds meeting on
housing issues

Ontario Premier Doug Ford met last
month with leaders of rural, remote and
northern communities to discuss their
housing challenges as issues of rapid price
growth and lack of supply are felt far beyond
urban borders. The talks held on January
23 came after the premier and Municipal
Affairs and Housing Minister Steve Clark
hosted a virtual housing summit with bigcity mayors recently.
Clark said the meeting was an
"opportunity to collaborate and co-ordinate"
with smaller, rural, northern, and remote
municipalities on how the government can
address the housing supply crisis.
"We know the key to addressing the
housing crisis is getting more homes
built faster. Today's housing roundtable
with smaller, rural, remote and northern
municipalities is another important next
step as our government coordinates with
municipalities to make it easier to unlock
and fast-track housing," he said in a written
statement.
Those who work in housing in the areas
outside Ontario's large centres said while
there are common issues across the province,
governments seeking solutions need to
remember the unique needs and challenges
of smaller regions. Mitchell Twolan, the
mayor of Huron-Kinloss in Bruce County,
who has also been a realtor for 27 years,
said the past two years were the busiest he's
ever experienced.
Home prices have risen by 31 percent in
Grey Bruce-Owen Sound from December
2020 to December 2021, according to
Canadian Real Estate Association figures.
That's the same percentage as Toronto.
In many regions, it's even higher.
Kawartha Lakes, Cambridge and Brantford
all saw about 40 percent growth, while
North Bay saw 42, and the Bancroft area
topped the list with a whopping 48 percent
growth in prices year over year.
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OSTA pushes for immigration reform to
strengthen construction workforce

The Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance (OSTA)
urged the federal government last month to
amend its current immigration policies to
strengthen the province’s current construction
workforce. Through a virtual conference entitled,
“Summit on Workforce Development,” OSTA
passed several resolutions calling for the federal
government to address the growing skilled
labour shortage in the construction sector.
The resolutions also include: increasing
the cap on temporary foreign workers from
10 percent to 20 percent of the workforce at
companies building public infrastructure projects

and housing; doubling the cap under the Ontario
Immigrant Nominee Program (OINP); and
allocating 20 percent of the 9,000 seats within
OINP for National Occupation Classification
(NOC) level C and D immigrants who meet
critical labour markets needs in regions across
Ontario. The virtual conference took place on
January 6 and brought together skilled trade
organizations throughout the province.
“Governments are investing billions of dollars
to improve critical infrastructure and address the
housing crisis at a time when Ontario is struggling
to find enough workers to meet the growing

demand,” OSTA chair Patrick McManus said.
“We’re urging the federal government to be
part of the solution, by amending the immigration
system to allow far more skilled and semi-skilled
construction workers into the province.”
Founded in 2011, OSTA is a coalition which
represents more than 130,000 tradespeople
employed by nearly 8,000 employers in the
construction service and motive power sectors
across the province. It plans to deliver to
government and affiliated parties a consensus
opinion of employers on matters related to
skilled trades.

The Ontario Ministry of Government and
Consumer Services has expanded the jurisdiction
of the Condominium Authority Tribunal (CAT)
to include nuisance-related disputes following
recent changes to the Condominium Act.
Effective January 1, CAT can hear and decide
disputes involving nuisances, annoyances,
or disruptions, including noise, odour, light,
vibration, smoke, and vapour, as well as
nuisance and related indemnification provisions
in condominium governing documents, such as

declaration, by-laws, or rules.
The said disputes will be added to the CAT’s
existing jurisdiction over disputes involving
condominium records, pets, vehicles, parking,
storage, and related indemnification.
“We welcome this expansion, which will provide
a low cost, easy-to-access online dispute resolution
service for all condominium communities in Ontario,”
said Heather Zordel, Condominium Authority of
Ontario (CAO) board of director’s chair.
To help condominium communities across

the province understand the latest expansion,
CAO has launched an enhanced online dispute
resolution system, known as the “Guided Steps
to Common Issues,” which was designed to
encourage condominium residents to resolve
issues before they escalate.
“This expansion is another opportunity for
the CAO to deliver value and support Ontario's
condominium communities through information,
education and dispute resolution,” said Robin
Dafoe, CAO chief executive officer and registrar.

A Yellowknife housing co-operative is getting
some much-needed repair work and upgrades
thanks to funding from the federal government.
Work has already begun on some of the 50 homes
of the Borealis Housing Co-operative.
"These units are 30-plus years old, and they
were made with that technology in mind," said
co-op president Keith Deans.
"Things that we are hoping to gain are heating
and energy efficiency."
Deans says the funding, $9.05 million, will help

"ensure that our members and community continue
to have safe, affordable housing well into the future."
He also says co-op members are "very
appreciative" of the chance to finance repairs
to their homes. MLA Paulie Chinna, minister
responsible for the NWT Housing Corporation,
said the housing corporation has also contributed
$100,000 toward the repair works.
Chinna said she is "quite excited" about the
announcement and what it means for affordable
housing in the territory. The Borealis cooperative

is one of three housing cooperatives in the
Northwest Territories. Chinna says they are
typically more affordable than other options.
Minister of Housing and Diversity and
Inclusion Ahmed Hussen said the repairs to
Borealis Co-op homes are exactly the type of
project the National Housing Co-Investment
Fund is meant to support. According to Hussen,
the federal government has already helped
renew or repair over 90,000 homes throughout
the country.

Amended Ontario condominium law
expands tribunal jurisdiction

Yellowknife housing co-op receives
$9 million for renovations

UK mortgage lenders expect
housing market to slow this year

Britain's top mortgage lenders expect the
housing market to slow in 2022 after the
strongest growth in almost two decades strains
affordability. Halifax and Nationwide Building
Society also said rising taxes, interest rates and
utility bills will put the squeeze on consumers
who bid up prices during the coronavirus
pandemic.
The remarks indicate the recession-defying
strength in the property market may soon
shudder to a halt, adding to the headwinds facing
the economy this year. The Bank of England is
weighing tightening monetary policy to combat
inflation while the Treasury plans a major
increase in taxes in April.
"The prospect that interest rates may rise
further this year to tackle rising inflation

and the increasing pressures on household
budgets suggest house price growth will slow
considerably," Russell Galley, managing director
of Halifax, said on January 7.
Halifax said house prices rose 9.8 percent
to a record £276,091 (S$508,218) last year, the
strongest pace since 2004, but predicts growth

of around one percent this year. Nationwide
estimated a 10.4 percent gain to £254,822,
making last year the best since 2006.
Chancellor of the Exchequer Rishi Sunak
fuelled the market with a temporary break on
taxes for house purchases. Consumers last year
bid up the price of properties outside city centers,
buying properties with room for a home office in
anticipation the five-day-a-week commute is a
thing of the past.
Both lenders property prices were surprisingly
strong last year, and that momentum could
continue. While the BOE is the first among
major central banks to raise borrowing costs
since the pandemic, mortgage rates remain near
a record low.
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China exports surge in 2021 as
global demand rises

Chinese exports surged in 2021 on solid global
demand as countries reopened from pandemic
lockdowns, bumping its overall trade surplus to
a new high and providing a much-needed boost
to the stuttering economy, but officials warned
of headwinds. According to data released on
January 14, the world’s second-largest economy

saw a quick rebound from the coronavirus in
the past two years—after cases first surfaced in
a central city in late 2019 allowing factories to
operate and feed global appetite for electronics
and medical supplies.
That led to a 29.9 percent spike in exports
last year, helping push the annual trade surplus
to $676 billion, with customs spokesman Li
Kuiwen saying the surge was fanned by an
uptick in shipments of mechanical and electronic
products. Imports increased 30.1 percent. While
China “handed in a dazzling report card” in the
face of challenges, Li told reporters on January
14 the economy “faces triple pressures of demand
contraction, supply shock and weakening
expectations”.

A full-fledged crisis will be knocking at the
doors of Pakistan’s struggling economy by the
end of the current fiscal year if the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) programme does not
revive by early February this year said a report
released last month. Pakistan will have to pay
back a bulk amount of $8.638 billion USD
on account of foreign loans in the second half
period of the current fiscal year, according to
Policy Research Group.
The repayment of foreign loans has gone up
by 399 percent in the last four years in the rupee
term. It stood at Rs 286.6 billion in 2017-18 and
is now estimated at Rs 1,427.5 billion. In dollar
terms, Pakistan had to repay foreign loans, both
the principal and mark-up, to the tune of over
$12.4 billion USD, as per it.
With the prevailing situation of the external
sector, if the International Monetary Fund (IMF)

programme does not revive by early February
2022, a full-fledged crisis will be knocking at the
doors of Pakistan’s struggling economy by the
end of the current fiscal year, it said.
Amid the yawning Current Account Deficit
(CAD) and decreasing foreign exchange reserves
despite receiving generous dollar inflows of $3
billion USD from Saudi Arabia, over $2 billion
USD from the IMF, $1
billion USD through International Eurobond
in the first half (July-December) period, the
foreign currency reserves stood at $17.6 billion
USD held by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
until 31 December 2021.
Pakistan is currently marred with financial
challenges as the country’s trade deficit is surging
high. Inflation is rising and the government had
to bring the mini-budget to hike taxes to meet
certain demands of the IMF.

In December, exports rose largely in line with
expectations—at 20.9 percent—though imports
disappointed with 19.5 percent growth. Julian
Evans-Pritchard of Capital Economics said in a
note higher prices helped boost exports. China’s
manufacturing sector has been hit by spot
shutdowns around the country as Beijing pursues
a strict zero-COVID strategy of lockdowns,
mass testing and border closures to fight the
spread of Omicron.The latest outbreaks and
government measures threaten to deal a further
blow to the economy after being battered in the
past six months. Gross domestic product growth
for 2021 is expected to come in at eight percent
although analysts warned of a tough year ahead
as a slowdown in the property sector weighs.

Taiwan’s
Pakistan to face severe financial
Foxconn seals
crisis by end of fiscal year
EV partnership
with Indonesia

Dorsey fintech firm Block wants
bitcoin mining for all

Jack Dorsey announced last month his digital
payments firm Block is building a system to
make it easier for people to mine bitcoin. Dorsey
said in a tweet that Block, formerly known as
Square, is "officially building an open bitcoin
mining system," following through on an idea
floated publicly late last year.
In November, Twitter co-founder Dorsey
announced his departure from the social
media platform, allowing him to concentrate
on his digital payments firm as it expands
into cryptocurrency. Block changed its name
from Square late last year to denote a broader

mission that includes blockchain and economic
empowerment.
Hardware and software teams at Block will
openly collaborate with the cryptocurrency
community outside the San Francisco-based
company, aiming to create a mining system that
could be used by anyone, according to Dorsey's
tweets. Block hardware general manager
Thomas Templeton said on Twitter the project's
aim was: "To make mining more distributed and
efficient in every way, from buying, to set up, to
maintenance, to mining.""We see it as a long-term
need for a future that is fully decentralized and
permissionless."No timeline was given for when
Block's system might be ready. Block is also
working on a wallet for storing cryptocurrency,
using similar open collaboration.
"For most people, mining rigs are hard to
find," Templeton said in a tweet. "How can we
make it so that anyone, anywhere, can easily
purchase a mining rig?"
In more recent times, climate change watchers
have shone a spotlight on the huge amount of
electricity used to power computers required to
unearth new bitcoin tokens.

Taiwan-based Foxconn said last month it
has partnered with Indonesia's Investment
Ministry and several companies to support the
development of electric cars in the Southeast
Asian country, adding to a string of such deals
by the iPhone assembler. Foxconn, Apple's
main iPhone maker, has expanded its activities
in electric vehicles (EVs) in recent years,
announcing deals with U.S. start-up Fisker Inc
and Thailand's energy group PTT PCL.
Foxconn said it has signed a memorandum of
understanding for a wide scope investment on
EVs including battery manufacturing with the
Indonesian Ministry of Investment as well as
Indonesia Battery Corporation, energy firm PT
Indika Energy and Taiwanese electric scooter
vendor Gogoro. The cooperation, which aims
to build a "new energy ecosystem" in Indonesia,
also includes the development of EV supporting
industries such as energy storage systems, battery
exchange stations and recycling, Foxconn said
in a statement.
Under the partnership, an open "MIH
platform" that provides both hardware and
software services will be available to companies
in Indonesia, the statement said, without giving
details of the size of the investment or production
plans. Foxconn plans to provide components or
services to 10 percent of the world's EVs by 2025
to 2027, Chairman Liu Young-way said, vowing
to lower manufacturing and other costs for car
making with its assembly know-how as the
world's largest contract electronics manufacturer.
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UK firms call
for urgent help
with energy
bills

Five business groups in the United
Kingdom last month wrote to Chancellor
Rishi Sunak urging support for businesses
and consumers as energy costs soar.
The groups, representing small and large
businesses, bosses, and manufacturers,
said price rises on the horizon could push
millions of people into fuel poverty.
They said businesses had also been hit
by steep increases in bills. The Treasury
said it was helping families with £12 billion
support.
The five groups--the British Chambers
of Commerce, the Confederation of
British Industry, the Federation of Small
Businesses, the Institute of Directors and
Make UK--said businesses were likely to
be faced with further costs as existing fixed
tariff contracts come to an end.
"The scale of the crisis has left companies
with little protection while they face dealing
with soaring wage, shipping and tax costs,"
the groups said.
"Small and medium-sized businesses
are the most at risk. Many companies will
be left with little other choice than to pass
costs on to their customers, adding further
inflationary pressure."
They said the government should focus
on "supporting firms across the economy as
they strive to manage these costs and protect
cashflows." Energy-intensive industries
such as steel, ceramics and glass makers
also needed support to be competitive
internationally, the groups said.
Rising energy costs are putting pressure
on families. Inflation is running at its fastest
rate for 30 years, pushed up by surging food
costs and the energy bill crisis.
A government spokesperson said: "We
understand the pressures people are facing
with the cost of living and are providing
support worth around £12 billion over two
years to help families.
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Intel to build $20BN chip
factory in Ohio

Chipmaker Intel Corp said last month it
would invest up to US$100 billion to build the
world's potentially largest chip-making complex
in Ohio, looking to boost capacity as a global
shortage of semiconductors affects everything
from smartphones to cars. The move is part of
CEO Pat Gelsinger's strategy to restore Intel's
dominance in chip making and reduce America's
reliance on Asian manufacturing hubs, which
have a tight hold on the market.
An initial US$20 billion investment--the
largest in Ohio's history--on a 1,000-acre
site in New Albany will create 3,000 jobs,
Gelsinger said on January 21. That could grow
to US$100 billion with eight total fabrication
plants and would be the largest investment on
record in Ohio. Dubbed the silicon heartland,
it could become "the largest semiconductor
manufacturing location on the planet," he said.
While chipmakers are scrambling to boost
output, Intel's plans for new factories will not
alleviate the current supply crunch, because
such complexes take years to build. Gelsinger
reiterated he expected the chip shortages to
persist into 2023.
To dramatically increase chip production
in the United States, the Biden administration
plans to persuade Congress to approve US$52
billion in subsidy funding. US House Speaker

Nancy Pelosi said on January 21 the House of
Representatives would soon introduce a bill on
competitiveness to help bolster semiconductor
investment and supply chains. That would
include the US$52 billion funding.
US President Joe Biden touted Intel's
investment at a White House event with Gelsinger
and again made the case for congressional action.
Intel ceded the number one semiconductor
vendor spot to Samsung Electronics in 2021,
dropping to second with growth of just 0.5
percent, the lowest rate in the top 25, data from
Gartner showed.
The US$20 billion plants will bring the total
number of Intel factories at its campus in the
Phoenix suburb of Chandler to six. Construction
of the first two factories is expected to begin late
in 2022 and production in 2025.

US in talks with Qatar
over supplying LNG to EU

American officials said last month they
have been in talks with Qatar over supplying
European countries with liquefied natural gas
(LNG) in case a Russian invasion of Ukraine
leads to shortages on the continent. Two people
close to the issue told Bloomberg President
Joe Biden planned to ask the Gulf state’s emir,
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, to visit the
White House, as soon as possible.
It added the meeting between Biden and
Sheikh Tamim had been in the works for some
time. The United States is concerned Russia is
preparing for the possibility of a new military
assault on the country it partially invaded in
2014, while Moscow denies it plans to attack
Ukraine.The European Union depends on Russia
for about one-third of its gas supplies, and US
sanctions over any conflict could disrupt that
supply. Any interruptions to Russia’s gas supply
to Europe would exacerbate an energy crisis
caused by a shortage of the fuel.
The State Department’s discussions with
energy companies were led by senior adviser for
energy security Amos Hochstein, a senior US
State Department official told the Reuters news

agency, speaking on condition of anonymity.
Moscow has alarmed the West by massing
troops near Ukraine in the past two months,
following its seizure of Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula in 2014 and its backing of separatists
fighting Kyiv troops in eastern Ukraine.
Biden has previously told Russian President
Vladimir Putin a new Russian move on Ukraine
would draw sanctions and an increased US
presence in Europe. Russia denies planning to
attack Ukraine and says it has the right to move
its troops on its own soil as it likes.
The EU member states acquire about 40
percent of their natural gas supply from Russia,
and most of it passes through Ukraine. Qatar is
one of the largest producers of LNG, with most
of the fuel sold to East Asian countries.
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Incomes dip for SA’s women
home workers as heat rises

Rising heat and heavier rains
across South Asia, as the planet
warms, are forcing home-based
women workers to cut down on
hours as their houses get hotter
or are flooded often, resulting
in a loss of income they cannot
afford, according to a survey report
released last month.
In a survey of 202 women in
cities across India, Nepal and
Bangladesh, more than 40 percent
said they were spending less time
on their informal jobs and earning
less, found HomeNet South Asia,
a regional network of groups
representing home-based workers.

Across South Asia, women home
workers make up nearly a quarter of
total female employment, as against
only six percent for men, HomeNet
said in a report, adding "home
(based) work is one of the most
vulnerable and lowest-paid type of
work".Higher summer temperatures
have directly impacted afternoon
productivity, with some women
reporting a 30 percent drop in what
they make, from food to clothing,
according to the report.
"Living in a semi-pucca house
(hut) with a tin roof, it becomes
so hot inside that working in
the afternoon is very difficult in

summer," said Goma Darji, a
garment worker from Nepal who
was cited in the report.
Mamtaben, an Indian streetfood vendor, has also seen
her income shrink as heat and
unseasonal rains reduce the length
of time she can hawk her wares. The
women - who largely live in urban
slums - can ill afford this dip in
production and income, with daily
earnings for most already below the
international poverty threshold of
$1.90 per person per day, the report
noted.In the past decade, South Asia
has seen more frequent and extreme
weather - from droughts and floods

Violence against women (VAW)
appears as one of the Philippine’s
pervasive
social
problems.
According to the 2017 National
Demographic and Health Survey
conducted by the Philippine
Statistics Authority, one in four
Filipino women aged 15-49 has
experienced physical, emotional or
sexual violence by their husband or
partner.
It is indeed alarming despite
efforts to address the concern, VAW
persists. VAW is deemed closely
linked with the unequal power
relation between women and men
otherwise known as “gender based
violence.”
Societal norms and traditions
dictate people think men are the

leaders, pursuers, and providers, and
take on the dominant roles in society
while women are the nurturers,
men’s companions and supporters,
and take on the subordinate roles in
society. This perception leads men
to gain more power over women.
Hence, VAW becomes a form of
men’s expression of control over
women to retain power.

to heatwaves and hailstorms with
two-thirds of HomeNet survey
respondents believing these were
"acts of God."Amid a lack of
awareness and measures to help
them deal with climate change
impacts, most of these "invisible"
women workers are using negative
coping strategies, including moving
home or giving up their livelihoods,
the report noted.

Saudis Violence against women in the
warned
Philippines on the rise
of jail
time for
posting
rumours

Saudi authorities warned last
month anyone spreading "baseless"
rumours on social media could face
up to five years in prison and a
huge fine. It comes after a cancelled
concert in Riyadh led to reports
online young women were being
sexually harassed as they tried to
make their way home.
Some of the women have told
the BBC of their fears over posting
about what happened after the
event. The Saudi entertainment
chief appeared to mock their claims
in several tweets.
This is the latest development
in the cultural and social clash the
opening of Saudi Arabia from an
austere and deeply conservative
society to one that now hosts
mass entertainment events has
engendered. The much-anticipated
concert, headlined by the K-Pop
band Stray Kids, on the evening of
January 14 was called off at the last
moment due to high winds.
Disappointed fans struggled
to find their way home from the
venue on the outskirts of the Saudi
capital. Reports began appearing
on social media saying girls had
gone missing, as well as warnings
of sexual harassment. Online at
least, there appeared to be panic.
Hashtags proliferated, amplifying
the sense of jeopardy.

As defined by the UN Declaration
on the Elimination of Violence
against Women (1993), VAW is
“any act of gender-based violence
that results in, or is likely to result
in physical, sexual or psychological
harm or suffering to women,
including threats of such acts,
coercion or arbitrary deprivation of

liberty, whether occurring in public
or private life.
Gender-based violence is any
violence inflicted on women
because of their sex.”
In the Philippines, some realities
that contribute to the vulnerability
of Filipino women to VAW are
being accused as “naggers” or
neglectful of their duties as a wife
thus why they are being beaten
by their spouses, or being raped
due to her “flirtatious” ways; in
some instances, filing for sexual
harassment is interpreted by her
employer as being malicious on
the appreciation of her good looks.
Several government mechanisms
have already been put in place to
address VAW.

Artists and peace activists
empower women in Pakistan

In Pakistan, women and girls play a critical role
in preventing the spread of extremist ideologies and
keeping peace within their communities. Increasingly,
they are also at risk of being recruited by extremist
groups. Since early 2020, UN Women has been
supporting a social cohesion programme in Sindh
province, with support from the European Union.
The programme is implemented by PAIMAN, a
non-profit organization that trains Pakistani women
and youth to address divisive narratives and reduce
their vulnerability to violent extremism, while helping
them become change-agents.
“I believe women’s voices are the communities’
voices,” says Mossarat Qadeem, the co-founder of
PAIMAN.
“If they’re given the right opportunities, women
can consistently bridge divides, build understanding
within communities, promote dialogue and build
trust.”

In 2020, Qadeem was among the participants in the
UN Women-convened online consultation, “Voices
and perspectives of civil society on the gendered
dimensions of violent extremism and counterterrorism
responses.”
While supporting women’s inclusion and
participation in promoting social cohesion, PAIMAN
is also working to eradicate the barriers that keep
women away from the public and political sphere.
In 2020, PAIMAN initiated a collaboration with
visual artists from Karachi, Shamim Awan, Amina
Bano and Hira Sultan, to foster social cohesion and
women’s leadership through art under the UN Women
programme.
The artists came together to create colourful murals
on the walls of the Karachi Cantonment railway station.
Their artwork depicted a more tolerant, peaceful
society is possible, and women’s empowerment is a
powerful tool to prevent violent extremism.
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Funding for child
protection drops

Funding for child protection in
the world’s worst crises dropped
from 42 percent of the amount
required in 2019 to 24 percent
in 2020, according to a report
released last month by a coalition
of leading humanitarian agencies.
This leaves millions of children
affected by conflict and disasters
without access to the services they
need to keep them protected from
harm.
The study found although child
protection funding has increased
to about US $178 million in 2020,
up from about US $ 156 million
in 2019 and $145 million in
2018, these additional funds are
not keeping up with the massive
increase in the number of children
in need.
This is also only a fraction
of funding to humanitarian
responses, making up just
0.8 percent of the total funds
received
for
humanitarian
response plans in 2020. Across
the world, protracted conflicts,
COVID-19, and climate change
have contributed to skyrocketing
needs. No humanitarian response
in 2020 received all the funds
needed for child protection, with

half receiving less than a quarter
of the funds required.
Humanitarian agencies provide
child protection services in
emergency
settings-–including
conflicts and natural disasters-–
when governments are unable
to do so. This work includes
identifying children separated
from their families and reunifying
them with their caregivers;
providing mental health services
to children who have experienced
severe distress; and providing vital
services and support for children
who experience violence at home.
The
report
“THE
UNPROTECTED:
Annual
spotlight on child protection
funding in humanitarian action”
is the third in a series focused
on global humanitarian funding
allocated to child protection,
and was undertaken by Save
the Children on behalf of The
Alliance for Child Protection
in Humanitarian Action, the
Global Child Protection Area of
Responsibility and the UNHCR.
In addition to the funding gaps,
the report reveals child protection
needs in emergencies have
dramatically increased.

Activist struggles to prevent
violence against women in
Azerbaijan

An Azerbaijani activist named
Maryam Majidova is fighting to
improve gender equality in her
country and address the daily
challenges faced by women and
girls. Maryam Majidova is a
co-founder of the Gender Hub
social platform, which brings
together advocacy groups, nonprofit organisations, feminists,
and human rights activists to fight
against gender-based violence. The
platform also aims to empower
women and girls and support them
in overcoming gender-related
challenges.
“I have had to fight against gender
stereotypes and discrimination
since my childhood, ever since
I lost my father. At school and
university, when I was successful,
people would ask me about ‘the
man’ behind me. They could not
accept that a woman can succeed
without a man’s support.”
She says as a gender activist,
trainer, and youth policy expert, she
has been working on positive youth
development for about ten years.
During this period, she partnered
with international organisations,

including the United Nations,
on projects supporting women’s
participation in public and political
life. According to the National
Survey on Violence Against Women
in Azerbaijan, 24 percent of women
aged 15-59 had been subjected to
violence by either a non-partner or
an intimate partner. This is a national
problem, and it should be on the
top of the government’s agenda. To
raise awareness of the consequences
of gender-based violence and the
benefits of a gender-equal society,
she and her colleagues organized a
series of events across the country,
using the hashtag #menengage,
a key topic of the 2021 “16 Days
of Activism” campaign against
gender-based violence, launched by
the UN in Azerbaijan.
The UN partnered with an
Azerbaijani football team, Neftchi
FC, which agreed to play one of
their league matches in orange
jerseys featuring the slogan “Stop
violence against women.” The
UN also collaborated with local
influencers who helped spread
this slogan through traditional and
social media.

February 2022

One in two young
children undersized in
Southern Somalia

Nearly half of children under
five in the Baidoa district of
southern Somalia are suffering from
chronic malnutrition, impeding
their physical and mental growth,
according to new data released
by Save the Children. The figures
indicate the severe impact of the
prolonged and worsening drought
in Somalia, and the diminishing
capacity of families to provide
enough food for their infants to
grow. The drought is expected to
worsen in coming months.The data,
which assessed the nutritional status
of a random sample of about 860
children aged between six months
and aged five in Baidoa district
from October and November
2021, showed an increase in rates
of chronic malnutrition from 30
percent in 2019 to 48 percent in
2021.Chronic malnutrition—also
known as stunting--is caused by poor
nutrition, repeated infection, and
a lack of psychosocial stimulation
in the first years of a child's life. It
is linked to irreversible long-term

outcomes for children, including
impaired intellectual development.
Currently more than 90 percent
of Somalia is in drought, with the
southern and central parts of the
country worst affected. The drought
has destroyed livestock and farms,
dried up waterholes, and led to mass
hunger and displacement.
At least $1.5 billion USD is
urgently needed to protect vulnerable
children and their families across
Somalia, and give them the food,
healthcare, education, and water
they need to get through this crisis.
Save the Children is urging
the government of Somalia
to prioritize the humanitarian
response and ensure the current
political deadlocks between the
federal government and member
states do not obstruct humanitarian
aid delivery to children and their
families impacted by the crisis.
Save the Children is working
to help affected communities in
Somalia cope with the immediate
humanitarian effects of drought.

Entrepreneur helping ME
women enter digital economy

APalestinian-Lebanese
entrepreneur based in the United
Arab Emirates, runs the largest
online marketplace for mothers
in the Middle East. In recognition
of her achievements, Mona Ataya
has been chosen as one of the six
eTrade for Women Advocates for
2021-2022, by the UN trade agency,
UNCTAD.
Ms. Ataya is the founding
partner and CEO of Mumzworld
and has been on the Board of
Directors of the Dubai Chamber
for Digital Economy since 2011. In
a conversation with May Yaccoub
from UN News, she shared the
challenges faced by businesswomen
in the Middle East and why she is
committed to supporting them.
“I have been working in the
digital economy in the MENA
Region for the last two decades, and
I have seen how it has gone through
some revolutionary changes.”
The digitalization of the global
economy is core to the way the world
is moving, but women remain very

underserved, and we need to bring
more of them on board. UNCTAD’s
eTrade for Women is doing just that:
it's helping women by providing
the information and resources that
allow women to have their voices
heard and contributions felt. Ataya
says: “I started my corporate career
outside the Middle East, and I used
those years to build the skillset that
would allow me to return home to
the region, and leverage what I have
learned to build businesses in this
part of the world and create value.”
Mumzworld was built in 2011 to
support women in the Arab world
and help them make informed
decisions for their families. The
e-commerce industry in the Middle
East is heavily male dominated,
from suppliers, to delivery
companies and financiers. For a
woman operating in this space, this
can be a big challenge:
you have to use your unique
skills and abilities to manoeuvre
through the corporate maze and
succeed.
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