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2021 has been both a memorable and forgettable year. The year saw normal situations
are gradually returning in different countries despite the spread of Omicron variant of
coronavirus. As we look ahead to 2022, the experiences of this past year give me hope
for better times and new opportunities. People across the world bade farewell to 2021
and welcomed 2022 with fresh hopes for better lives. Here is a list — and timeline—of
the major events that happened in 2021. On January 1, African countries began officially
trading under a new continent-wide free trade area. On January 6, supporters of outgoing
President Donald Trump attacked the United States Capitol. Five people died during the
riot. On January 10, Kim Jong-un was elected as the General Secretary of the ruling
Workers' Party of Korea. On January 20, Joe Biden was inaugurated the 46th President of
the United States. On January 22, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons came
into effect.
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Omicron spreading
at lightning speed

The Canadian Government launched a challenge
last month against American duties on Canadian
softwood lumber under the terms of the U.S.-MexicoCanada (USMCA) trade deal. The softwood lumber
industry is a key component of Canada's forestry
sector, which contributed more than $25 billion, about
1.5 percent, to the nation's gross domestic product in
2020 and employed nearly 185,000 workers.
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The Omicron variant of the coronavirus
is spreading faster than the Delta variant
and is causing infections to people who are
already vaccinated or who have recovered
from the COVID-19 earlier. “There is now
consistent evidence that Omicron is spreading
significantly faster than the Delta variant,”
World Health Organization (WHO) directorgeneral Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus told
the briefing on December 20.

The U.S. imposed sanctions last month on two Sri
Lankan military officers, including a murder convict
pardoned by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, for human
rights violations, banning them and their immediate
family members from entering America. Chandana
Hettiarachchi, a Naval officer, and Sunil Ratnayake,
a former staff sergeant of the Sri Lankan Army, were
among several officers from 12 countries who were
sanctioned by the U.S. over accountability for "gross
violations of human rights.”
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From the Editor-in-Chief
We at Voice for Justice wish you a Happy New Year 2022! We are meeting you in
the auspicious year 2022 through the 50th issue of our newspaper. While we welcome
the new year, it is important to say goodbye to 2021 and forget all we went through
that year. Let’s take a moment to review the successes and failures in 2021 and plan
strategies to reach new goals for 2022.
Another year has passed in our lives. The year 2021 was eased from a deadly
pandemic since the world population began to get vaccines and the world’s economy
started to revive from lockdowns. However, things changed again starting in October
2021 as deadly variant omicron began spreading faster than the Delta variant and
is causing infections in people already vaccinated or who have recovered from the
COVID-19 disease. This has resulted in the global governments imposing restrictions
again, so the people need to be vigilant, maintain social distancing and refrain from
social gatherings. It is worrisome events with people under the belief they received
vaccines so are protected from any type of COVID-19 variants which is wrong. New
variants do not respond to vaccines entirely, so people still need to be careful and
knowledgeable.
Another heated event in Canadian and American politics is the Canadian
Government launched a challenge in December against American duties on Canadian
softwood lumber under the terms of the U.S.-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) trade deal.
The softwood lumber industry is a key component of Canada's forestry sector, which
contributed more than $25 billion, about 1.5 percent, to the nation's gross domestic
product in 2020 and employed nearly 185,000 workers. The U.S. Department of
Commerce nearly doubled its duties on imported Canadian softwood lumber to 17.9
percent in November after a review of its anti-dumping and countervailing duty orders
regarding certain softwood lumber products from Canada.
The United States accused Canada of unfairly subsidizing and dumping softwood
lumber, which is commonly used to build homes. Canada denied this accusation.
The Trump administration initially imposed 20 percent duties on Canadian softwood
lumber in 2018 after the collapse of talks on a new quota arrangement but reduced
the level in December 2020 to nine percent. President Joe Biden's administration
had stuck to those duties until the Commerce Department's recent review. The
Biden administration's US Commerce Dept. on November 24 followed through with
expected anti-dumping and countervailing duties on Canadian softwood lumber
producers, placing tariffs of 17.99 percent on their imports, more than twice the rate
of 8.99 percent during the Trump administration. In May, Commerce said it planned
to hike the rate to 18.32 percent, but the agency decided to ratchet down that plan after
further study over the summer. For the mutual benefits of both nations, it is vital to
cooperate, so both nations can flourish.
Finally, a welcoming decision of the US with respect to sanctioning two Sri Lankan
military officers. The U.S. imposed sanctions last month on two Sri Lankan military
officers, including a murder convict pardoned by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, for
human rights violations, banning them and their immediate family members from
entering America. Chandana Hettiarachchi, a Naval officer, and Sunil Ratnayake, a
former staff sergeant of the Sri Lankan Army, were among several officers from 12
countries who were sanctioned by the U.S. over accountability for "gross violations
of human rights.”
Hettiarachchi was involved in the "flagrant denial of the right to liberty of at least
eight 'Trincomalee 11' victims, from 2008 to 2009," the U.S. state department said in
a statement issued on December 10, coinciding with the International Human Rights
Day. Meanwhile, People for Equality and Relief in Lanka (PEARL) welcomed the
US sanctions on two Sri Lankan military officials for human rights violations and
encouraged "the sanctioning of further high-ranking officials" who are accused of war
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.
In a statement, PEARL welcomed the "renewed focus" on Sri Lanka from the
US but stated "it is imperative that lessons are learned from past failures." "The Sri
Lankan state regularly makes promises and commitments regarding accountability
to ease international pressure, without truly addressing its crimes," the US based
advocacy organisation said.
Welcoming the action taken by the US Government, nine global Tamil Diaspora
organizations welcomed the travel ban levied on Chandana Hettiarachchi, Sunil
Ratnayake and their immediate families and requested other democratic countries
follow suit. Human rights defenders and global governments need to fight hard to
bring the perpetrators of crimes to justice regardless of wherever human rights abuses
take place, either perpetuated by individuals, groups or governments.
We have just stepped into a new year with a lot of hopes and expectations. The
public must be vigilant in order to get their call for rights heard. If the general public
is ignorant in dealing with its rights, its rulers will suppress and oppress them, so
it is the responsibility of the people to stand up for their own rights. They can do it
collectively through the support of their communities or society in general.
With the arrival of 2022, although it may seem like a wish list, we hope all states will
finally come to realize the importance of valuing the human rights of all individuals
in society. With that in mind, we hope in the new year cases of disappearances and
other human rights violations and equal shares of resources will disappear altogether.
Since its beginning, Voice for Justice has been raising its voice for people being
oppressed, no matter where the oppression is taking place. It is our firm commitment
to work for people and stand by those who are “voiceless” in the true sense in being
unable to establish their basic rights.
We always dream of establishing an exploitation-free society where people,
irrespective of their caste, creed, or color, will be treated equally and where their
fundamental rights will be properly upheld. Our firm commitment is we shall never
deviate from our principled stand.
We, the editors of this publication, strongly urge all readers, well-wishers, and
concerned parties to spread the message through Voice for Justice.
Together, we can change society! Until we meet you at the next issue, so long.
Wishing our readers, A HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022
Yours,
Satheesan Kumarasamy
Editor-in-Chief

FOR JUSTICE
Together, we can change society!

Mission
With the view to providing a voice to expose acts of injustice against
individuals or communities, whether they be unfair, discriminatory,
illegal or unjust, “Voice for Justice” stands firm on the ground that there
can be no freedom without justice. Your support is needed to achieve
this. Together, we can change society!

Objectives
“Voice for Justice” represents the unheard voices of voiceless people the
world over living under extremely difficult political, social and economic
conditions, conditions not of their making, that need to be exposed.
Impoverishment, exploitation and marginalization lead to injustices
to the voiceless, devoid of education, good health and decreasing life
expectancy with their children fast becoming the underclass of the
underprivileged.
It is extremely difficult to describe the miseries that these peoples have
to endure, and they have little hope of calling attention of their plight.
It is in this context that some freelance amateur journalists and
professional academics have banded together to undertake the ambitious
task of making a dent in the print media to educate and inform the world,
which has little or no knowledge of the voiceless half around the world.
The journal is also intended to provide a forum for these people to freely
express their views.
As a result of questions as to how we could be of assistance to these people,
we have decided to dedicate our time and energies to a publication that
focuses on these people whose rights and justice are being denied.
This publication is not intended to pursue a particular ideology or to be a
critique of governments, institutions or any group. “Voice for Justice” has
no affiliation to any group or organization and is not motivated by any
political consideration. The prime objective is to be a catalyst to sensitize
the rest of the world by drawing their attention to the problems and
injustices. We believe those distant and voiceless voices must be heard.
We invite you to contribute articles and papers and participate in other
ways, including financial support, in making this newspaper venture
a success. We will initially start off with a monthly publication. As we
get more support from readers and commercial establishments, we will
make it bi-weekly and then weekly.

Together, we can change society!

Disclaimer

“Voice for Justice”, your free monthly bilingual (Tamil and English)
tabloid, is published in Toronto and circulated in Canada.
We are determined to publish an unbiased and informative journal.
“Voice for Justice” prides itself on its professional team of journalists,
writers, researchers, and academics from a cross section of communities
around the world.
The opinion and views expressed in “Voice for Justice” are not those of
the publisher. Advertisers are responsible for their content and “Voice
for Justice” reserves the right to refuse any advertisement or article
considered unfit and inappropriate for publication.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED: Any unauthorized use or reproduction of
any article published in this publication for commercial purposes is
strictly prohibited and constitutes copyright infringement liable to legal
action.
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Canada to challenge...
Continues from page 1

The U.S. Department of Commerce nearly
doubled its duties on imported Canadian
softwood lumber to 17.9 percent in November
after a review of its anti-dumping and
countervailing duty orders regarding certain
softwood lumber products from Canada. The
United States accuses Canada of unfairly
subsidizing and dumping softwood lumber,
which is commonly used to build homes.
Canada denies it is dumping.
Ottawa is challenging the results of the U.S.
review under USMCA's chapter 10 provisions,
Canadian Trade Minister Mary Ng said in a
statement on December 21. Ng called the duties
"unjustified" and said she was "extremely
disappointed" about them.
"Canada reaffirms its call for the United
States to stop imposing unwarranted duties on
Canadian softwood lumber products," Ng said.
The British Columbia Lumber Trade
Council, a key trade group in the Canadian
province of British Columbia, came out in

World Welcomes...
Continues from page 1

On February 1, a coup d'état in Myanmar
removed Aung San Suu Kyi from power.
Kosovo officially established diplomatic ties
with Israel on this day.
On February 4, President Joe Biden announced
the United States would cease providing weapons
to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).
From February 13 to 17, a major winter storm
killed at least 136 people and caused over 9.9
million power outages in the U.S.
On February 19, the United States officially
rejoined the Paris Agreement--107 days after
leaving.
On March 19, North Korea severed diplomatic
ties with Malaysia.
On March 20, Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan announced his country's withdrawal
from the Istanbul Convention.
More than 270 people were killed in Indonesia
and East Timor after Cyclone Seroja hit East
Nusa Tenggara and the island of Timor on April
4.
Raúl Castro resigned as First Secretary of the
Cuban Communist Party on April 19.
Idriss Déby, President of Chad, was killed
in clashes with rebel forces on April 20 after 30
years in office.
On April 22, World leaders marked Earth Day
by hosting a virtual summit on climate change.
At least 55 people were killed and nearly
50,000 more were displaced in clashes between
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan on April 28. On this
day, the European Union approved the EU–UK
Trade and Cooperation Agreement, governing
the relationship between the EU and UK after
Brexit.
On April 30, in Israel, 45 people are killed
and another 150 injured in a crowd crush at a
religious festival on Mount Meron.
On May 15, an Israeli airstrike destroyed a
high-rise office building occupied by Associated
Press, Al Jazeera, and other media outlets in
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support of the challenge and said it hoped "the
U.S. industry will end this decades-long dispute
and instead work with us to meet demand for
the low-carbon wood products the world needs,
including American families."
British Columbia accounts for 16 percent of
North America's softwood lumber supply.
Susan Yurkovich, president of the British
Columbia Lumber Trade Council, said: “As
U.S. producers remain unable to meet domestic
demand, these duties are a threat to postpandemic recovery on both sides of the border.”
The Trump administration initially imposed
20 percent duties on Canadian softwood lumber
in 2018 after the collapse of talks on a new quota
arrangement but reduced the level in December
2020 to nine percent. President Joe Biden's
administration stuck to those duties until the
Commerce Department's recent review.
The Biden administration's US Commerce
Dept. followed through on November 24 with
expected anti-dumping and countervailing
duties on Canadian softwood lumber producers,
placing tariffs of 17.99 percent on their imports,
more than twice the rate of 8.99 percent during

the Trump administration. In May, Commerce
said it planned to hike the rate to 18.32 percent,
but the agency decided to ratchet down that plan
after further study over the summer.
"The U.S. Lumber Coalition strongly urges
the administration to continue full trade law
enforcement," said Jason Brochu, chairman of
the U.S. Lumber Coalition and co-president of
Pleasant River Lumber Co.
"More U.S. lumber being produced in
America to meet domestic demand is a direct
result of the enforcement. A level playing field
is critical for the continued investment and
growth of the domestic lumber industry and its
hundreds of thousands of workers and thousands
of communities across the United States."
American producers insist such subsidies
create an unfair market advantage for their
northern neighbors. The Canadian producers
have pointed to the 2020 period of the latest
report to Congress as unfair because the rates
used during that period were set when all utilities
received higher subsidies due to the pandemic.

Gaza.
On June 5, the G7 agreed on a global minimum
corporate tax rate of 15 percent intended to
prevent tax avoidance by some of the world's
highest multinationals.
From June 11 to June 13, World leaders met
at the 47th G7 summit, hosted by the United
Kingdom.
The Tigray Defense Force seized the Tigrayan
capital Mekelle on June 28.
On July 3, over 130 wildfires, burned through
Western Canada following a record-breaking
heatwave in North America that resulted in over
600 deaths.
On July 7, Haitian President Jovenel Moïse
was shot to death in his home.
On July 12, heavy rain caused flooding in the
border region of Germany and Belgium, resulting
in 229 deaths, including 184 in Germany and 42
in Belgium.
Sher Bahadur Deuba was sworn-in as the
43rd Prime Minister of Nepal on July 13.
On July 19, leftist schoolteacher Pedro
Castillo was confirmed as President of Peru.
On July 25, Tunisian President Kais Saied
formally took power in the country, suspending
the Parliament and sacking the prime minister.
On August 5, the Tigray Defense Forces
seized the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Lalibela.
A 7.2-magnitude earthquake struck Haiti,
killing more than 2,100 people on August 14.
On August 15, the Taliban captured Kabul; the
Afghan Government surrendered to the Taliban.
On August 26, at least 182 people were killed,
including 13 U.S. service members, in a suicide
bomb attack at Kabul Airport.
On September 14, North Korea demonstrated
two short-range ballistic missiles that landed just
outside Japan's territorial waters.
A trilateral security pact between Australia,
the United Kingdom, and the United States is
formed on September 15 to counter the influence
of China.
On September 20, the 2021 Canadian federal
election was held, with Justin Trudeau and the

Liberal Party retaining a minority government.
On September 26, the 2021 German federal
election was held, with the Social Democratic
Party beating out the CDU/CSU coalition.
On October 4, Fumio Kishida became the
100th Prime Minister of Japan, succeeding
Yoshihide Suga.
On October 9, Sebastian Kurz announced his
resignation as Chancellor of Austria.
On October 25, the Sudanese military
launched a coup and placed Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok under house arrest.
From October 31 to November 13, the 2021
United Nations Climate Change Conference
was held after being postponed in 2020 due to
COVID-19.
On November 23, a bus crashed in Pernik
Province, Bulgaria, killing 46 North Macedonian
tourists returning from Istanbul.
On November 24, Magdalena Andersson
resigned as Prime Minister-elect of Sweden
hours after the Riksdag voted her in as Sweden's
first female Prime Minister.
The World Health Organization convened an
emergency meeting in Geneva on November 26
amid concerns over the Omicron variant.
On November 30, Barbados became a republic
on its 55th anniversary of independence.
On December 6, the United States announced
a diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing.
On December 8, Indian defence chief, Gen
Bipin Rawat, his wife and 11 others were killed
in a helicopter crash.
A truck crashed in Chiapas, Mexico, killing
55 migrants on December 9.
From December 9 to 10, the Summit for
Democracy, a virtual summit, was hosted by the
United States.
On December 19, the 2021 Hong Kong
legislative election was held.
On December 26, South African antiapartheid icon Nobel laureate Desmond Tutu
died at age 90.
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 Mortgage & Refinance
 Home & Equity Line Of Credit
(No Income required)

 Title Transfer & Renewal
 Private Mortgage (No Income Verification)
 2nd & 3rd Mortgage (Funded within 48hrs)
 Mortgage For Bankruptcy & Consumer Proposal
Is Your Mortgage Cancelled at the Last Minute?

MBA. BBA (Hon) AMP

Team Leader/Mortgage & Real Estate Broker

416-613-2788 / 416-816-9011

Cell : 416-624-4843
OUR ADDRESS:
1504 Markham Rd, Toronto,
ON, M1B 2V9
(Markham & HWY 401)

Brokerage :112-895 Don Mills Rd, Toronto ON M3C 1W3

Lic # 10530

Corp office: 2005 Sheppard Ave E, Suit 200 Toronto ON M2J 5B4

NOTARY PUBLIC & LEGAL SERVICES

Notarizations, Certifications & Commissioning

* Small Claims

* Affidavits
* Landlord & Tenant Matters
* Certification of true copy
* Preparation and notary of Letter of Invitation
* Business Registration
* Commissioning statutory declarations and solemn affirmations
Rate
Call:(416) 814 -7450 ** Promotional
for students
(Markham Rd & HWY 401 - Scarborough)

$20per sign
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Chennai court acquits four
Tamils suspected of 'reviving LTTE'

A special court in Poonamallee of India’s
Chennai last month acquitted four Eelam
Tamil refugees who were arrested on suspicion
that they were trying to "revive" the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) there.
The judge on December 14 ruled that
the prosecutors did not produce sufficient
evidence against the arrested in order for the
proceedings against them to go ahead.
Investigators from Tamil Nadu Q branch
made the arrests in 2012 based on a tip off
and apprehended S Suresh Kumar, 34, D
Udaya Doss, 39, T Maheswaran, 33 and K
Krishnamurthy, 29- all refugees from Sri

Lanka from a house in Nallathambi Street in
Pammal near Pallavaram.
Investigators said Suresh Kumar lost his
legs in an explosion during the Eelam war and
moved around in a wheelchair.
He was said to be an electronics expert and
allegedly headed the LTTE wing that made
explosives.
At the time of arrest, police had recovered
laptops, wires, cables and electronic circuit
boards used in bomb making and panels from
the house.
Investigators said Krishnamurthy, a local
water can vendor, befriended

Sri Lankan Tamils and took them to Suresh
Kumar.
The former LTTE operative trained them to
make IEDs and electronic circuits for a variety
of bombs. Doss was working as a carpenter
and Maheswaran ran a photo studio.
The case was first conducted before the
magistrate's court in Tambaram and later
transferred to the court in Poonamalee.
On December 14, after nine years of trial,
special Judge, P Velmurugan acquitted all the
four accused in the case as the prosecution
failed to prove the charges against them with
proper evidence.

Two SL...

General Shavendra Silva on allegations of war
crimes committed during the final phase of the
armed conflict with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 2009.
According to the Lankan Government
figures, over 20,000 people are missing due
to various conflicts including the three-decade
brutal war with the LTTE in the North and East,
which claimed at least 100,000 lives. The Tamils
alleged thousands were massacred during the
final stages of the war that ended in 2009 when
the government forces killed Prabhakaran. The
Sri Lankan Army denies the charge, claiming it
as a humanitarian operation to rid the Tamils of
LTTE's control.
Meanwhile, People for Equality and Relief
in Lanka (PEARL) welcomed the US sanctions
on two Sri Lankan military officials for
human rights violations and encouraged "the
sanctioning of further high-ranking officials"
who are accused of war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide.
In a statement, PEARL welcomed the
"renewed focus" on Sri Lanka from the US
but stated "it is imperative that lessons are
learned from past failures. The Sri Lankan state
regularly makes promises and commitments

regarding accountability to ease international
pressure, without truly addressing its crimes,"
the US based advocacy organisation said.
Welcoming the action taken by the US
Government, nine global Tamil Diaspora
organizations welcomed the travel ban levied
on Chandana Hettiarachchi, Sunil Ratnayake
and their immediate families and requested
other democratic countries follow suit.
“We request all other like-minded and
democratic countries to take the stand of the U.S.
Targeted travel bans and asset freezes should
be imposed on Gotabaya Rajapaksa and others
under his command who are alleged to have
committed mass atrocity crimes as supported by
credible evidence already recorded,” the groups
said in a statement.
The organisations are: Australian Tamil
Congress (ATC), British Tamils Forum (BTF),
Maison du Tamil Eelam (France), Irish Tamils
Forum (ITF), National Council of Canadian
Tamils (NCCT), Solidarity Group for Peace
and Justice (SGPJ - South Africa), Swiss Tamil
Action Group (STAG), Tamil Movement
Against Genocide (Mauritius), United States
Tamil Action Group (USTAG).

Omicron...

has been hope T-cells, the second pillar of an
immune response, can prevent severe disease by
attacking infected human cells.
The Omicron COVID-19 variant is now the
most dominant strain in the US, accounting for
over 73 percent of new coronavirus cases fewer
than three weeks since the first case was reported
in the country on December 1, according to
estimates posted December 20 by the US
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
For the week ending December 18, Omicron
accounted for 73.2 percent of cases, with Delta
making up an additional 26.6 percent.
The week ending December 11, Omicron
was estimated at just 12.6 percent of circulating
virus, and in the first week of December, it
accounted for about one percent of new cases.
Omicron is even more prevalent in certain
parts of the USA, making up over 95 percent of
circulating virus in parts of the Northwest and
Southeast, the data shows.
As of December 20, officials in 48 US states
have reported cases of Omicron, according to
public statements from hospital systems, state
officials, and Puerto Rico and Washington, DC.
The only states that have not reported cases of
Omicron are Oklahoma and South Dakota.

The Omicron variant prompted several of
Canada's 10 provinces to reimpose restrictions
last month. Quebec said on December 22
that gathering of people at private homes
and restaurants would be cut to six from 10
beginning December 26. Canada confirmed
2,360 Omicron cases up until December 25.
Daily new coronavirus cases jumped to 11,300
on December 21.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, revealing
three of his staff and another three members of
his security detail had tested positive, said last
month he knew Canadians did not want to be
facing another threat.
Countries across Europe considered new
curbs on movement on December 21. Omicron
infections are multiplying across Europe, the
United States and Asia, including in Japan,
where a single cluster of COVID-19 cases at a
military base has grown to at least 180.
Meanwhile, commercial airlines around the
world cancelled more than 4,500 flights over
the Christmas weekend due to Omicron. French
Prime Minister Jean Castex said the Omicron
variant is “spreading at lightning speed” in
many places of the world, including Europe.

Continues from page 1
Hettiarachchi was involved in the "flagrant
denial of the right to liberty of at least eight
'Trincomalee 11' victims, from 2008 to 2009,"
the U.S. state department said in a statement
issued on December 10, coinciding with
the International Human Rights Day. The
'Trincomalee 11' case pertains to the abduction
and murder of 11 Tamil youths from Trincomalee
district. They were killed in Naval custody after
they had been abducted for extortion of money,
news website colombogazette.com reported.
Ratnayake was involved in the "extrajudicial
killings of at least eight Tamil villagers in
December 2000,” the statement said. Ratnayake
was sentenced to death by a Lankan court for
killing the eight Tamil civilians, including
four children, following which he moved the
Supreme Court.
The apex court in 2019 unanimously rejected
the officer’s appeal and upheld the death penalty.
However, President Rajapaksa pardoned
Ratnayake in 2020 and ordered his release from
prison. The U.S. state department in 2020 also
sanctioned the current Sri Lankan Army Chief

Continues from page 1
“And it is more likely people vaccinated or
recovered from COVID-19 could be infected or
re-infected,” Tedros said.
WHO chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan
said it would be "unwise" to conclude from
early evidence Omicron was a milder variant
than previous ones.
.”.. with the numbers going up, all health
systems are going to be under strain," Soumya
Swaminathan told Geneva-based journalists.
The variant is successfully evading some
immune responses, she said, meaning the
booster programmes being rolled out in many
countries ought to be targeted towards people
with weaker immune systems. Their comments
echoed the finding of a study by Imperial
College London, which said in mid-December
the risk of reinfection was more than five times
higher, and it has shown no sign of being milder
than Delta.
WHO officials said, however, other forms of
immunity vaccinations may prevent infection
and disease. While the antibody defences from
some actions have been undermined, there
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Trudeau unveils
new immigration
system priorities

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau last month
revealed the new mandate letters he has
submitted to his cabinet.
In Canada, the Prime Minister issues
mandate letters outlining the priorities they
expect their ministers to pursue during the
federal government’s time in power.
Each minister and their respective
department then focuses on pursuing the
priorities.
The mandate letter is the most important
policy document that guides Canada’s
immigration system.
Canada’s new immigration minister,
Sean Fraser, and Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) will be entrusted
with the task of implementing the agenda
Trudeau outlined to them on December 16.
This will not only impact federal immigration
policies but provincial ones as well, given that
the federal government plays the lead role in
managing the country’s immigration system.
Trudeau’s Liberal party was re-elected for a
third consecutive term in September.
Since assuming power in 2015, they have
pursued a policy of aggressively higher
immigration levels.

This has entailed increasing immigration
from some 300,000 arrivals per year to a
current target of over 400,000 per year.
Following their victory, Trudeau unveiled
his new cabinet in October.
Fraser is a trained lawyer from Nova Scotia
that was first elected to Parliament in 2015.
He replaces Marco Mendicino who served as
immigration minister since 2019, and who is
now Minister of Public Safety.
According to an October 2021 meeting
between IRCC and associations representing
Canadian immigration lawyers and consultants,
the department currently has three priorities in
the short-run: achieving its 401,000 newcomer
target for 2021, reuniting families, and bringing
Afghan refugees to safety in Canada.

Sask. First Nation welcomes
bison back to their territory

The First Nation, located 360 kilometres
east of Saskatoon, last month released 24 bison
back onto their territory.
"It's a very exciting time for our community.
The buffalo have returned to our community
after 150 years of being non-existent on our
land," said Chief Cote.
The chief said bison are an important part
of Saulteaux culture. Before the bison were
nearly wiped out, they played an essential role
for Indigenous people living on the prairies.
While they were an important food source
and provided material for clothing and shelter,
they were also culturally important.
Cote First Nation has been working on
bringing bison onto the reserve for four years.
After hearing stories about similar bison
return programs on First Nations across
Saskatchewan, the band council got to work.
They set aside pasture land and built a
fence, and prepared a water system and got
hay ready for winter. Then, they started talking
to a bison rancher from Alberta who donated
the two bulls and 22 cows.

Now, Chief Cote wants to return the
favour and plans on donating some of the
bison to another First Nation in the future, so
they can continue a breeding program of their
own.

Ottawa, N.W.T.
announce $10-a-day
child-care deal

The N.W.T. last month signed on to the
federal government's child-care deal aimed at
cutting cost of child care.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced
the deal on December 15 in Ottawa alongside
Premier Caroline Cochrane and MP Michael
McLeod.
He said the deal will cut the cost of child
care for children under six years old in half in
the Northwest Territories.
Because of the deal, the average cost of
child care will be $10 a day within five years,
according to the Prime Minister.
The median monthly cost of child care in
Yellowknife in 2020 was $990 a month per
child.
"Families in Yellowknife will save up
to $9,500 a year with this agreement," said
Trudeau.
The deal includes federal funding of over
$51 million over the next five years.
Trudeau also said the deal will create 300
new child care spaces in the territory by the
end of March 2026.
He also said a wage grid and certification
process will be created to help attract and retain
early childhood educators.
Northwest Territories Minister of Education,
Culture and Employment R. J. Simpson
attended the news conference virtually.
He said the qualifications required to be an
early childhood educator also allow them to
become junior kindergarten teachers, which
pays more.
He said the funding agreement will allow
the territory to shrink that wage gap.

Canada lifts ban on 10 African countries
Canada lifted the ban on international travel
from the 10 countries in Africa on December 18.
Health Minister Jean-Yves Duclos made the
announcement on December 17.
Canada first implemented the ban on
November 26 to seven African countries, but
within days expanded to 10: South Africa,
Mozambique, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Lesotho,
Eswatini, Namibia, Nigeria, Malawi and Egypt.
The ban was originally set to expire on January
31 this year. Canada has also re-introduced prearrival tests for all new incoming travellers.
Currently, Canadian residents can leave and
come back within 72 hours without needing a
pre-arrival COVID-19 test.
The government said the bans were originally
put in place due to a high rate of travellers testing

positive for coronavirus from those countries.
However, African political leaders and scientists
criticized Canada for only including African
countries in its ban, even though the Omicron
variant had been detected in 44 countries at the time.
Canada was also the only country among the
Group of Seven nations to require its citizens to
return with a COVID-19 test from a third country,
although this requirement was temporarily
suspended for South Africa.
Canada’s ban, along with other bans from
Western countries became known as “travel
apartheid.”
The World Health Organization DirectorGenera Tendros Adhanom Ghebrevesus said the
rules were disappointing. Advocates from within
Canada also called for the rules to end.

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE

Wisdom hath use of lucid speech, words that acceptance win,
And subtle sense of other men's discourse takes in
To speak so as that the meaning may easily enter the mind of the hearer, and to discern the subtlest
thought which may lie hidden in the words of others, this is wisdom
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Feds moving to ban plastic straws, bags in 2022

Government is going to ban plastic grocery
bags and Styrofoam takeout containers in
Canada by the end of 2022.
Environment Minister Steven Guilbeault
published draft regulations on December 21
outlining how Canada will ban the manufacture,
sale and import of these items, along with plastic
cutlery, stir sticks, straws and six-pack rings, by
the end of next year.
The regulations outline how each of the
products is to be defined; plastics bags for
example are those made of plastic film which
will break or tear if used to carry 10 kilograms
over a certain distance.
Cutlery includes forks, knives, spoons,
sporks and chopsticks that will start to melt if
immersed in hot but not boiling water.
There are some exceptions for single-use
plastic flexible straws to accommodate people
with disabilities and those needing them for
medical purposes.
The public can provide written comment
on the draft regulations until March 5, and the
timing of the final regulations will depend on

2016 and less than one-tenth of it was recycled.
There were then only 12 recycling companies
nationwide.
Canada set a target to recycle 90 per cent
of plastic waste by 2030 and Guilbeault said
there is work underway to standardize and coordinate recycling across provinces.
In 2016, almost 30,000 tonnes of waste
ended up in the environment, polluting rivers,
beaches and forests with discarded coffee cups,
water bottles, grocery bags and food wrappers.

how much feedback is received.
World Trade Organization rules mean
Canada has to allow a six-month phase-in period
once the final regulations are published, but
Guilbeault said he expects them to take effect
by the end of 2022.
He said the ban is only part of the story
because what isn't being banned has got to be
recycled.
A 2019 Deloitte report commissioned by
Environment and Climate Change Canada said
3.3 million tonnes of plastic waste was tossed in

Canada offers up to $40bn to
compensate indigenous children

Canada last month pledged up to C$40bn
($31bn; £23.6bn) in compensation for
indigenous children and families who suffered
discrimination while in foster care.
In September, a top court upheld a 2016
ruling that the government underfunded First
Nations services compared with those for nonindigenous children.
It ordered C$40,000 ($31,350; £23,340)
payouts to each child who was in the on-reserve
welfare system after 2006.
The government initially said it would appeal
the verdict.
But it has come under intense public scrutiny
after the discovery of over 1,100 unmarked
graves at the sites of former residential schools.
Until as recently as 1996, Canada's residential
school system separated indigenous children
from their families and sent them to boarding
schools where many were malnourished, beaten
and sexually abused.
The school system was part of attempts to
assimilate indigenous children - forcing them to

abandon their native languages and convert to
Christianity.
The government's compensation amount will
be used to settle the 2016 tribunal, two other
lawsuits, and fund long-term reforms in the
indigenous child welfare system.
Some 150,000 First Nations, Métis and Inuit
children were housed in the schools, which
operated between 1874 and 1996.
The policy traumatised generations of
indigenous children, who were forced to
abandon their native languages, speak English
or French and convert to Christianity.
Christian churches were essential in the
founding and operation of the schools.
The Roman Catholic Church in particular
was responsible for operating up to 70% of
residential schools, according to the Indian
Residential School Survivors Society.
In early 2021, the Vatican said Pope Francis
had agreed to visit Canada to assist with
reconciliation efforts.

Ontario will cover up to 50 per cent of the
property taxes and energy costs of eligible
businesses, which have been affected due to
public health restrictions.
The government says the new Ontario
Business Costs Rebate Program will start
accepting applications in mid-January this year.
The province says businesses will be required
to submit their property taxes and energy bills in
order to get the rebates.
It's also providing a six-month "interestand penalty-free period" to make payments for
most provincially administered taxes, starting
January 1, 2022 and running through July 1.
And it's requesting that the federal
government strengthen its support programs.

Ontario's latest round of restrictions,
introduced in a bid to slow the spread of the
Omicron variant of COVID-19, include 50-percent capacity limits in restaurants, bars, gyms
and many other indoor settings, along with
reduced hours for serving alcohol.
The announcement of new supports comes
the same day the Ontario Chamber of Commerce
urged Premier Doug Ford to "consider further
grants, targeted support programs, and other
direct measures" to help businesses and their
employees.
Chamber CEO Rocco Rossi in a letter to the
premier, says "countless small businesses" are
"on the verge of collapse" due to the Omicron
variant of COVID-19.

Ontario announces rebate for
some businesses' property tax

Toronto ranked
best city for
working women

Toronto is the number one city in the
world for career women, Bloomberg
reported.
The business publication conducted a
survey on how 15 global cities rank on
quality of life metrics for women pursuing
their careers.
Five pillars were assessed: safety,
mobility, maternity, equality, and wealth.
Cities were chosen based on their role in
global business and attractiveness to global
talent.
Over 3,000 women between the ages of
18 to 60 were surveyed in the 15 cities and
asked questions that corresponded to each
of the five pillars.
Toronto came out on top, followed by
Sydney, Singapore, Paris, and London, for
equality, maternity, and wealth.
On the other hand, it ranked poorly
for mobility due to the city’s aging
transportation.
The issue of career prospects for women
is of significant importance to newcomers
for a number of reasons.
Most immigrants come to Canada during
their prime working years. Hence, women
are just as keen as their male counterparts to
work in jobs commensurate with their skills
and to climb the socio-economic ladder.
Although males continue to make up the
majority of principal applicants welcomed
to Canada as economic class immigrants,
women are becoming an increasing share.
This development is important for both
women and Canadian policymakers.
Strong economic integration among
women is also key to fostering social
integration and retention.
Canadian studies have shown that weak
labour market integration among immigrant
women can cause newcomer families to
relocate so that both partners can pursue
better career prospects elsewhere.
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Canada lands over 47,000
immigrants in November
Canada landed more than 47,000 new
permanent residents in November last year.
According to latest data from Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC),
Canada has now landed over 361,000
immigrants in the first eleven months of 2021.
Given it has landed more than 45,000
immigrants in each of the past three months,
it appears very likely Canada will achieve its
401,000 immigrant target by the end of 2021.
The rise in the Omicron variant may
complicate such efforts but given IRCC’s
focus on transitioning those within Canada to
permanent residence, the department should
still be able to achieve its goal.
A landing occurs when an individual
sees their legal status officially converted to
permanent residence in Canada.

Prior to the pandemic, this usually occurred
when a foreign national would arrive from
overseas and gain permanent residence.
During the pandemic, Canada has focused
on transitioning those living in the country as
temporary residents to permanent residence.
Canada landed more than 340,000
immigrants in 2019 and had its eyes set on the
same target in 2020 before the pandemic got
in the way.
It ended up landing just 184,000 in 2020
but doubled-down on immigration by seeking
to tie its annual immigration record set in
1913.
The motivation behind pursuing at least
401,000 admissions each year beginning in
2021 and beyond is to support Canada’s postpandemic economic recovery.

Job growth in Canada
was beyond expectations
in November

Canada is on its way to a full economic recovery,
new labour force data suggest as employment is
increasing beyond expectations and on the other
hand unemployment is dropping to near prepandemic levels. In November, Canadian employers
added 154,000 jobs to the economy and the growth
exceeded analysts’ predictions of 38,000, which was
closer to October levels.
The gains pushed employment a full percentage
point higher than pre-pandemic levels. Also,
unemployment dropped to 6%, which is within 0.3
percentage points of what it was in February 2020.
Data from Statistics Canada’s Labour Force
Survey reflect labour market conditions during the
week of November 7 to 13. Proof-of-vaccination
policies and other public health measures were
largely similar to those in October.
Among these measures was the Canadian Recovery
Benefit for individuals, which had been accused of
discouraging people from returning to work.

Canada expands aid for people,
businesses hit by Omicron

Canada will expand support programs to
help people and businesses hit by the Omicron
coronavirus variant, Ottawa said last month,
warning people that worse was to come as the
virus spreads.
Theresa Tam, the country’s chief public health
officer, urged Canadians to take precautions,
saying in a news conference that “the situation
can rapidly get out of hand anywhere.”
The highly-contagious Omicron variant has
prompted several of Canada’s 10 provinces to
reimpose restrictions.
“I do not want to minimize … the fact that
we are in for some even tougher times ahead.
That is true and that is really hard,” said Finance
Minister Chrystia Freeland.
Canada has 2,360 confirmed Omicron cases
till December 22.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, revealing that
three of his staff and another three members
of his security detail had tested positive, said
he knew Canadians did not want to be facing
another threat.

“None of us want to be here – we’re tired of
COVID, we want it to just go away,” he said in
the same briefing.
Ontario, Quebec, and British Columbia —
the three most populous Canadian provinces
— have announced a range of restrictions to
fight Omicron, which
business associations
warned would hit
restaurants and bars
particularly hard.
Freeland said at the
briefing that Ottawa is
temporarily expanding
programs
designed
to cover the costs of
wages and rent.
This
expansion,
which
runs
until
February 12, 2022,
will help businesses
that have seen their
capacity cut by 50

Alberta’s next step on small nuclear
reactors to come this year
Ministry of energy in Alberta last month said the four provinces cooperating
on nuclear reactor technology are aiming to release their strategic plan in 2022.
In August 2020, Alberta announced it would join Saskatchewan, Ontario and
New Brunswick on a pre-existing memorandum of understanding to explore and
eventually develop small reactors. The small modular reactor (SMR) strategic
plan, a collaboration between the four provinces, is in development now and
Alberta says it's planning for the details to be released shortly.
"[The] provinces are aiming to release the plan in early 2022," Jennifer
Henshaw, Energy Minister Sonya Savage's press secretary, said in a statement.
The group released a feasibility study in April which found SMRs could help
Canada improve its domestic energy security and aid in reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. The upcoming strategic plan was originally expected to be completed
in the spring of 2021.
Nuclear energy works by splitting atoms, which creates heat that can then be
harnessed and turned into electricity. Canada has committed to reaching that net
zero target by 2050. The operation of SMRs doesn't produce carbon emissions.
However, its status as a fully clean energy has been criticized due to the
dangers of disposing the radioactive waste.
This fall the federal government put out a tender to study how Alberta and
Saskatchewan could contribute to a national nuclear supply chain.

percent or more because of measures introduced
to curb COVID-19.
Ottawa said in October that it was winding
down much of its pandemic-related support,
citing the recovering economy and the success
of vaccination efforts.
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MPP Rick Nicholls joins Ontario party

Chatham-Kent–Leamington MPP Rick
Nicholls last month officially joined the Ontario
Party.
Rick Nicholls had been sitting as an
independent since August, when he was ousted
from the Progressive Conservative caucus for
refusing to get vaccinated against COVID-19.
"My reason for joining the Ontario Party
was pretty straightforward. I became very
much disenchanted with the movement and the
direction that the Ford government is going,"
Nicholls said on December 22.
He said he got an opportunity to speak with
Ontario Party representatives and he "liked what
they stood for."
The Ontario Party was founded in 2018, and
former Conservative MP Derek Sloan is the

current leader. In a news release, Sloan pitched
the party as an alternative to "the four leftwing parties" — referring to the Greens, NDP,
Liberals and the Progressive Conservatives.
Nicholls' switch makes him the party's first
sitting member at Queen's Park.
He said despite what happened with the

PC party and posts he made online saying the
COVID-19 vaccine was unsafe, he's not antivaccination.
Nicholls said he didn't think enough was
known about the COVID-19 vaccine at the time,
and therefore he decided not to get it.
Nicholls also said he had no concerns over
Ontario Party leader Sloan, who was expelled
from the Conservative Party after accepting
a donation from Paul Fromm, who describes
himself as a white nationalist.
Nicholls is currently helping the Ontario
Party with policy development, but hasn't
decided if he'll run again in the next election.
He said he expects to make that decision by
mid-February.

Manitoba delays return to school to January 10

Students in Manitoba will not return to the classroom till January 10
as the province last month announced it's extending the winter break
to give public health officials more time to assess the effect of the
Omicron variant.
But it's still too early to tell what that return to school will look like,
including whether the break will be extended even more or whether
classes will shift to remote learning in the new year, Education Minister
Cliff Cullen said.
"We're going to try to provide as much information as soon as
possible to parents and students so they can be prepared for what we
hope will be a safe return to school in January," Cullen said at a news
conference via Zoom on December 22.
Most students were scheduled to go back to class on January 6 but
now officials will get an extra four days to see what changes might be
needed, he said.
The minister said that information is still emerging about how the
new variant of the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 might affect
Manitoba.
School staff will still return on January 6 for professional learning
and preparation.
Many child-care centres will remain open for kids under 12 to ensure
families can continue to access those services, Cullen further said.
The delay will also allow more time for rapid COVID-19 tests to be
distributed to schools across the province for students from kindergarten
to Grade 6, he added.
Northern and First Nations communities and 17 of Manitoba's

school divisions have gotten the tests, as supply continued to roll in till
December 23.
Till December 22, Manitoba reported COVID-19 outbreaks at four
schools in Winnipeg.
Those outbreaks have been declared at Westview School (Grades
1/2), École Margaret Underhill (Grade 1), Faith Academy Middle
School and École Regent Park (class 4B).

Canadian air task force commander
in Kuwait relieved of duties

Canada's military relieved an air task force
commander of his post in Kuwait last month
amid an investigation into claims he made
inappropriate comments.
CBC News report says the Department of
National Defence confirms that Lt.-Col. Philip
Marcus was sent back to Canada on December
7, "when concerns over some inappropriate
comments that demonstrated a concerning
misalignment with our institution's efforts to
evolve our culture were raised" to leadership.
"These allegations resulted in a loss in
confidence in the member's ability to effectively
lead and conduct the duties associated with his
appointment as a commanding officer, and he
was immediately relieved," DND spokesperson
Daniel Le Bouthillier said in a statement.
DND described the alleged comments
as inappropriate. Marcus was heard
making comments about lower-ranking women

in the Canadian Armed Forces.
The allegations against Marcus were reported
while he was the commanding officer of the air
task force for Operation Impact in the Middle
East.
He started that role in November, according
to a post on a military Twitter account.
The training mission is aimed at building
military capabilities in Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon
to help a global coalition defeat the Islamic State

in Iraq and Syria.
Marcus, among the mission's highest-ranking
officers based at the headquarters in Kuwait,
was responsible for aircraft, flight crew and
other support personnel.
As a commander, he could have been ivolved
in responding to sexual misconduct complaints if
others reported issues to his chain of command,
the Defence Department confirmed.
The department said concerns were raised
to leadership of Joint Task Force Impact and
Canadian Joint Operations.
Military members involved in the operation
in the Middle East were briefed on Marcus's
departure to ensure they were supported and
understood the work underway to change the
culture, the department said.
Marcus is now working as a staff officer at
the Royal Canadian Aerospace Warfare Centre
at CFB Trenton.
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Record Sri Lanka inflation
as food crisis looms

Sri Lanka’s inflation hit a record 11.1 per
cent in November, official figures showed on
December 22, as authorities warned a worsening
economic crisis could prompt further food
rationing.
The island’s tourism-dependent economy
was hammered by the pandemic and the
government imposed a broad import ban to
shore up foreign exchange reserves, triggering
shortages of essential goods.
Supermarkets have for months been rationing
milk powder, sugar, lentils and other essentials
as commercial banks ran out of dollars to pay
for imports.
The official data on December 22 showed
prices soaring at their fastest rate since the
National Consumer Price Index (NCPI) was
launched in 2015, with food prices up 17 per
cent from a year ago.
Authorities may have to impose further
food rations and seek foreign aid to help feed
the most needy, agriculture ministry secretary
Udith Jayasinghe told reporters.
‘We may have to borrow grains such as corn
from friendly countries and think of rationing
food so that mothers and the sick can be fed,’
he said.
But within hours Jayasinghe was replaced by
another official, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
office announced, without saying why he was
sacked.

Sri Lankan court
banned Human Rights
Day event in Kandy

A Sri Lankan court last month banned an
event by the Human Rights Office of the Diocese
of Kandy (HROK) to mark Human Rights Day.
The court in its ruling claimed that the event
could “cause disunity”.
According to media report, Sri Lankan police
handed over the court order barring the event to
HROK director Father Nandana Manatunga.
The event was due to have 22 families of
prisoners receive “tokens of appreciation for
the emotional, social and financial struggles
they face” with members of the clergy, lawyers,
prison and United Nations officials, and even
Sri Lankan police officers themselves invited.
“How is it possible that the participation
of different religious groups can lead to their
disunity?” asked Fr Nandana.
“The day that honours the commitments
and sufferings linked to human rights was
cancelled,” he said.
“We express all our disappointment; these
actions show the use of force by the authorities
against oppressed people.”
Tamil families of the disappeared marched
across the North-East on International
Human Rights Day in a series of rallies and
demonstrations, despite Sri Lankan military
intimidation.
Protests took place across the Tamil
homeland, with families holding photographs
of their forcibly disappeared loved ones,
black flags and placards demanding justice for
genocide.

Food shortages have been worsened by the
government’s ban on agrochemical imports,
which was lifted last month after widespread
crop failures and intense farmer protests.
Sri Lanka had foreign reserves of just $1.58
billion at the end of November, down from $7.5
billion when Rajapaksa took office in 2019.
The central bank has appealed for foreign

currency — even loose change that people may
have after returning from overseas trips.
In early December, ratings agency Fitch
downgraded Sri Lanka due to mounting fears
of a sovereign default on its $26 billion foreign
debt.
The government insisted it can meet its
obligations.

Mahinda Rajapaksa takes a private trip to India

Sri Lanka’s Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa visited India last month.
He reached on a 2-day pilgrimage to the
temple city of Tirupati on December 23.
The Sri Lankan premier was accorded a
warm welcome by the officials of the Chittoor
district administration led by deputy chief

minister K Narayanaswamy and district
collector M Harinarayana on his arrival at the
Tirupati airport.
Accompanied by his family members,
Mahinda Rajapaksa reached Tirumala by road
and offered prayers at the Tirumala temple on
December 24 morning.
Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams made
elaborate arrangements for the 2-day visit
of the Sri Lankan premier, who is an ardent
devotee of Lord Venkateswara.
The Sri Lankan premier had last visited the
hill town in February last year.
His visit to India comes following the visit
of China’s ambassador to the Tamil homeland.
The Prime Minister’s office has insisted that
Rajapaksa’s private visit will not be using state
funds.

TNA MP denounces growing Chinese
presence in Tamil homeland
Shritharan Sivagnanam, a parliamentarian of
the Tamil National Alliance (TNA), denounced
the growing presence of China in the Tamil
homeland.
His criticism comes following the visit
made by the Chinese Ambassador to Jaffna and
Mannar last month.
In his remarks made to the press on December
21, Sivagnanam warned that the Tamil people
might soon protest against China and he
suggested that the Sri Lankan government is
deliberately encouraging Chinese activities
to overshadow India’s influence in the island,
particularly in the Tamil areas.
Sivagnanam said China’s economic
enterprises in the North-East are nothing but

a cover for Colombo’s attempt to snuff out
Tamil self-determination alongside continuous
appropriation of Tamils’ lands by deploying
the police, navy, army and various other state
departments.
He questioned whether China’s ideology in
the island is governed by communism or is an
attempt to subjugate the Tamils.
He said Tamil people will never accept the
activities of China in their homeland and warned
that the time has come for the Tamil people to
protest against Beijing.
His statement comes less than a week after
the Chinese Ambassador to Sri Lanka made a
highly publicised visit to Jaffna and Mannar.
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US donates 820,000
UoC graduates stage protest
additional vaccines against Rajapaksa backed monk
to Sri Lanka

The United States last month donated 820,000
additional Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccines to Sri Lanka's
Ministry of Health.
The US has now donated a total of 3.4 million doses
of Covid-19 vaccines, and USAID has provided $17.9
million to Sri Lanka's Ministry of Health.
"The United States supports Sri Lanka's ongoing
efforts to vaccinate as many people as possible," said
U.S. Chargé d'Affaires Martin Kelly on December 21.
The US embassy in Sri Lanka in a statement said the
United States has successfully donated and delivered
over 300 million COVID-19 vaccines to more than 100
countries, including Sri Lanka.
The unprecedented scale, speed, and complexity
of this global vaccination effort have provided safe and
effective jabs in arms around the world, saving lives and
protecting communities.
These donations are part of the Biden Administration’s
global effort to end the COVID-19 pandemic, mitigate
its devastating social and economic impacts, and build
back a world that is better prepared for future outbreaks,
it said.
In Sri Lanka, the United States has worked closely
with the government to respond to the pandemic.
To date, the U.S. has provided over $17.9 million in
emergency supplies and critical services to Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka decries UN letter
demanding suspension of PTA
The Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) last month
described the statement of seven UN Special Rapporteurs
as "factually incorrect", who in a joint letter called for
a moratorium on the use of Sri Lanka's Prevention of
Terrorism Act.
The GOSL noted that the fundamental right petitions
against the PTA are still being considered by Sri Lanka's
Supreme Court and further claimed that they were
adopting a "two-pronged approach towards amending
counter-terrorism legislation".
This involved short-term measures amending the
PTA to draw it into line with Sri Lanka's international
obligations and replacing the act with new counterterrorism legislation.
Responding to this letter Human Rights Watch
slammed efforts by the Sri Lankan government
maintaining that "President Gotabaya Rajapaksa carries
little credibility".
Instead, they urge the European Union to follow
the lead of the United States and impose pressure on
Sri Lanka to ensure that it abides by its international
obligations. This includes the revoking of its GSP+
privileges which were based on its promises to repeal or
reform the PTA.
In their letter the GOSL highlights their alleged
commitment to a raft of reforms which include
amending "detention orders"; "restriction orders";
"judicial review"; expediting cases"; ensuring "access
to an attorney"; preventing "maltreatment and torture";
and ensuring the right of detainees "to communicate
with family". The letter also referenced an advisory
body that detainees could appeal to.
In HRW's statement, they raised doubts over
Sri Lanka's commitments to reform the measures
highlighting that the committee overseeing reforms to
the PTA is headed by Sri Lankan Defense Secretary and
accused war criminal Kamal Gunaratne.
Gunaratne oversaw the notorious 53 Division of Sri
Lanka's army during the final stages of the war.
His unit is further accused of engaging in sexual
violence, summary executions, and the disappearance
of those who surrendered to the military.

Students at the University of Colombo
on December 19 at a graduation ceremony
refused to accept their degree certificates
from the newly appointed University
Chancellor,
and
Rajapaksa-aligned,
Buddhist monk Muruththettuwe Ananda.
The protest followed a statement by the
University of Colombo’s Science Teachers’
Association (UCSTA) expressing their
opposition to Ananda's appointment as
Chancellor.
The UCSTA highlighted that “even
though the Chancellor’s role is mostly
ceremonial, the person who holds the
position ideally should have a track record
of flawless professional and personal
integrity, whose reputation and credentials
will assist the University in furthering its

reputation and credibility nationally and
internationally”.
Ananda is closely aligned with the
Rajapaksa administration with President
Rajapaksa claiming in November that: “The
Thero helped this government to come into
power. The Thero made contributions from
the time of President Mahinda Rajapaksa.
That’s true.”
A number of other groups have protested
his appointment including the Federation
of University Teachers’ Associations
(FUTA), the Colombo University’s
Academic Federation, the Faculty of
Medicine Teachers’ Association (FMTA),
and the Government Medical Officers’
Association (GMOA) have all condemned
the appointment as well.

Gas explosion kills at least 12 in Karachi

A powerful gas explosion in a sewage
system in the southern Pakistani city
of Karachi has killed at least 12 people
and injured several others. Senior police
officer Sarafar Nawaz Shaikh later said
two of the injured died at the hospital
raising the death toll to 12.
Police spokesman Sohail Jokhio
said the explosion was likely caused by
accumulated gas in the sewer beneath
a bank building in the city’s Shershah
neighbourhood. Windows were shattered
in nearby buildings, while the impact of
the blast damaged several cars parked
nearby and threw debris onto a gas station
on the other side of the building. Jokhio
said it was not yet clear what ignited the
gas, but a team of explosives experts had
been summoned to investigate.
“Investigation is going on to ascertain
the cause of the blast & necessary
treatment is being provided to the

injured,” Karachi Administrator Murtaza
Wahab said in a Twitter post.
One witness, Mohammad Sameer,
said he was in the crowded bank branch
moments before the blast but left shortly
before the explosion. He said he rushed
back to the damaged bank to rescue
victims. “Thank God I left the venue
otherwise I would also have been among
the affected ones,” he said.
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan took to social media to offer his
condolences and “heartfelt prayers”
to the victims of the family. Many
sewage channels in Karachi have been
covered, mostly illegally, by constructing
concrete structures over them. Mukhtar
Abro, a local administrator, said illegal
construction over the sewage area of the
explosion was under notice to vacate and
the structures demolished.

voiceforjustice.ca

PAGE 13

January 2022

Afghan’s tumbling currency
compounds economic crisis

The value of Afghanistan’s currency is
tumbling, exacerbating an already severe
economic crisis and deepening poverty in a
country where more than half the population
already does not have enough to eat. The afghani
lost more than 11 percent of its value against
the United States dollar in the space of a day
earlier this week, before recouping somewhat.
However, the market remains volatile, and the
devaluation is already affecting Afghans.
Afghanistan’s economy was already troubled
when the international community froze billions
of dollars worth of Afghanistan’s assets abroad
and stopped all international funding to the
country after the Taliban seized power in midAugust amid a chaotic US and NATO troop
withdrawal. The consequences have been dire
for a country heavily dependent on foreign aid.
Afghanistan was also slated to access about

$450 million on August 23 from the International
Monetary Fund, but the IMF blocked the release
because of a “lack of clarity” about the country’s
new rulers. Since then, international envoys
have warned of a looming economic meltdown
and humanitarian catastrophe.
“People have no money, and the prices have
gone up,” said Sayed Umid, a 28-year-old
shopkeeper selling basic food items such as rice,
beans and pulses on a main shopping street in the
western Afghan city of Herat.

“Since this morning I haven’t had a single
customer,” he said. With rent to pay on his shop
and home expenses, he worries he can no longer
make ends meet.
Khan Afzal Hadawal, former acting governor
of Afghanistan’s central bank, said the sanctions
on the Taliban and the freezing of Afghanistan’s
reserve funds “have put the country’s aiddependent economy on the verge of full economic
collapse, leading to historic depreciation of
currency.”
“The development agencies, donors, the
international community, the US, all these should
help in this crisis,” he said. “We do understand
the concerns of the international community, but
there are mechanisms [that] can help to manage
the crisis and to assist the Afghan people.”

India to raise legal marriage age for women

The Indian Government has cleared a proposal to raise the minimum
age of marriage for women from 18 to 21, according to media reports,
as women’s rights activists fear the move could lead to a “real disaster.”
The decision to raise the age was made during a cabinet meeting
recently, the reports said. Currently, the minimum age of marriage for
men is 21 and 18 for women.
Following cabinet approval, the government is likely to introduce
an amendment to the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006, and
consequently bring amendments to the Special Marriage Act and
personal laws such as the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955. During his
Independence Day speech in August last year, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi mentioned the proposal, saying the government “is constantly
concerned about the health of daughters and sisters.”
“To save the daughters from malnutrition, it is necessary that they
are married at the right age,” Modi had said.
Earlier this year, hundreds of girls from the northern state of Haryana,
which has one of the lowest gender ratios of females to males among

Indian states, had written to Modi, urging him to raise the marriage age
from 18 to 21.
During her federal budget speech in February last year, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the decision was important and will
be looked into. “As India progresses further, opportunities open up for
women to pursue higher education and careers,” she had said.
“There are imperatives of lowering MMR (maternal mortality rate)
as well as improvement of nutrition levels. The entire issue about the
age of a girl entering motherhood needs to be seen in this light,” she
said as she appointed a task force to look into the matter.
The high-level task force – which had officials from health, law,
and women and child development ministries – backed the proposal,
recommending a woman must be at least 21 at the time of her first
pregnancy. According to a 2017 United Nations report, India was
struggling to stop child marriages and improve the health of its mothers.
The report said as many as 27 percent of Indian girls were married
before they turned 18.

Bhutan confers its highest civilian decoration to Modi

Bhutan recently conferred its highest civilian
decoration “Order of the Druk Gyalpo” on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the occasion
of the country's National Day. Bhutan Prime
Minister Lotay Tshering said on social media he
was overjoyed to hear His Majesty pronounce
Your Excellency Modiji's (Narendra Modi)
name for the highest civilian decoration, Order
of the Druk Gyalpo.
Earlier, the Bhutanese Prime Minister had
tweeted the country has conferred its highest
civilian award Ngadag Pel gi Khorlo' on
Prime Minister Modi. HM highlighted all the
unconditional friendship and support Modiji
extended over the years and particularly during
pandemic.
“Much deserving! Congratulations from the
people of Bhutan. In all interactions, saw Your
Excellency as a great, spiritual human being.
Looking forward to celebrating the honour in
person,” the Prime Minister's Office of Bhutan
said in a statement on Facebook.
He also wished his countrymen on the 114th

National Day of Bhutan. Last year, Prime
Minister Modi received the “Legion of Merit
by the US Government Award” of the US
Armed Forces that is given for exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services and achievements.
In 2019, Russia conferred on him its highest
civilian honour, “Order of St. Andrew Award.”
The UAE also conferred its highest civilian
honour “Order of Zayed Award” on Modi in
2019.

In response Prime Minister Narendra
Modi thanked Bhutan's king for according the
country's highest civilian decoration on him and
said India will always cherish the country as one
of its closest friends and neighbours and will
continue to support its development journey in
every possible way.
Modi also conveyed his greetings to the
neighbouring country on the occasion of its
national day. The prime minister tweeted
he admires Bhutan for its unique model of
sustainable development and the deeply spiritual
way of life.
"Successive Druk Gyalpos - Their Majesties
the Kings - have given a unique identity to
the kingdom and nurtured the special bond of
neighbourly friendship that our nations share,"
he said.
Replying to Bhutan Prime Minister Lotay
Tshering's tweet, Modi said, "Thank you,
Lyonchhen @PMBhutan! I am deeply touched
by this warm gesture and express my grateful
thanks to His Majesty the King of Bhutan."
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Bangladesh’s
PM scheduled to
visit Maldives

An extraordinary sitting of the Parliament has been
called to vote on extending an invitation to Bangladesh’s
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to deliver an address at the
Parliament during her upcoming visit to the Maldives.
The only item on the agenda for the extraordinary sitting
scheduled is the vote on extending an invitation to Prime
Minister Hasina to visit the Parliament and deliver an
address.
According to Bangladesh’s media “The Business
Standard,” Prime Minister Hasina will be arriving on a
two-day trip to Maldives in the near future. The purpose of
this trip is to further solidify the ties between Bangladesh
and Maldives. During a sitting that was held recently,
Bangladesh’s cabinet passed a draft agreement pertaining to
Maldivian government hiring qualified Bangladeshi health
professionals.
Cabinet Secretary Khandaker Anwarul Islam that
Maldives detailed that the agreement is pertaining
to extending an already existing Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed between the countries.
"We have had an MoU for a long time through which
different categories of healthcare workers used to go to the
Maldives. Now, the country wants to extend the MoU till
2024 by turning it into an agreement," he had said.

Bangladesh protests US sanctions
against RAB, security chiefs

Bangladesh called in the US ambassador
on December 18th to protest sanctions by
Washington against its top security officers
after seven people, including the country’s
national police chief, were accused by
the Biden administration of human rights
abuses. Washington imposed sanctions
against the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB),
which is accused of involvement in
hundreds of disappearances and nearly
600 extrajudicial killings since 2018.
Seven current or former officials of
the Rapid Action Battalion were also
sanctioned. They include Benazir Ahmed,
previously the RAB chief and currently the
national head of the South Asian country’s
more than 200,000-strong police force.
“We are determined to put human
rights at the centre of our foreign policy,
and we reaffirm this commitment by using
appropriate tools and authorities to draw

US plans ASEAN summit, weighs
new sanctions against Myanmar

The United States’ top diplomat says President
Joe Biden has invited Southeast Asian leaders to
a summit to discuss the crisis in Myanmar and is
weighing tougher sanctions against the country’s
military following its power grab in February.
Antony Blinken made the comments recently
during a trip to Malaysia, where he described
the 10-member Association for Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) as “essential to the architecture
of the Indo-Pacific region.”
“We very much look forward to having a special
summit with ASEAN next year,” he said.
ASEAN has been leading diplomatic efforts to
resolve the crisis in Myanmar, a country that has
been in turmoil since the military overthrew a
civilian government led by Nobel laureate Aung San
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Suu Kyi on February 1. The power grab prompted
protests and pockets of armed resistance that were
met with violent suppression. Blinken said the
situation in Myanmar in the 10 months since the
coup has “gotten worse” with mass arrests and
violence against protesters.
“I think it’s going to be very important in the
weeks and months ahead to look at what additional
steps and measures we can take individually,
collectively to pressure the regime to put the country
back on a democratic trajectory,” he said.
As well as discussing the crisis in Myanmar,
Blinken said the proposed summit with ASEAN was
also expected to cover issues such as the recovery
from the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change,
investment, and infrastructure.

attention to and promote accountability
for human rights violations and abuses,”
said Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
Bangladesh officials were quick
to denounce the move, with foreign
secretary Masud Bin Momen summoning
the US ambassador “to convey Dhaka’s
discontent” over the decision, his
ministry said. He “regretted that the US
decided to undermine an agency of the
government that had been on the forefront
of combatting terrorism, drug trafficking
and other heinous transnational crimes
that were considered shared priorities with
successive US administrations,” it added
in a statement.
One of the sanctioned individuals,
RAB deputy chief KM Azad, defended the
force’s operations, saying it never violates
human rights.
“If bringing down a criminal under the
law is a violation of human rights, then we
have no objection to violating this human
right in the interest of the country,” he said.

Two cases filed against
32 individuals for
attending P2P protests

Pottuvil Magistrate Court last
month accepted two cases against 32
individuals, who attended the Pottuvil
to Polikandy (P2P) protests, following
a request from the Sri Lankan security
forces.
The 32 accused include journalists,
activists, politicians, and members of
the Families of the Disappeared.
Sri Lankan police in Pottuvil
and Thirukkovil also filed cases on
December 17, against S. Nilanthan,
Secretary of the Batticaloa Tamil
Journalists Association and the owner of
BattiNews website, R. Sayanolipawan.
The judge adjourned the case until
March 2, 2022 and posted bail at Rs. 5
lakhs.
Journalists commented that the
persecution facing journalists who are
simply doing their job, shows that press
freedom does not exist in Sri Lanka.

Critics slam Australia’s campaign to deter asylum seekers

The Australian government last month
heavily criticized after the launch of a website of
video games and a film competition, apparently
to deter asylum seekers from Sri Lanka fleeing
the island.
The website – www.zerochance.lk – includes
a Pacman-style video game where the player
attempts to reach Australia by boat and is “caught
by border patrol”, has their boat hit by a storm,
or a number of other tragic endings.
The initiative also saw the launch of a film
competition, calling for “budding filmmakers
from around Sri Lanka” to submit a short movie.
The competition however stipulates that “the
Short Film MUST be based on the theme 'Illegal
Migration to Australia' showcasing the futility of
making such a journey”.
It suggested a few points to include such as

“getting caught by people smugglers, risking
your life in the rough seas, the effect on the lives
of families / loved ones, issues faced after being
sent back to Sri Lanka”.
The latest campaign comes as asylum seekers,
mainly Tamils, continue to flee Sri Lanka as
human rights organisations around the world
documented ongoing human rights violations

and militarisation of the island.
Australia, however, continues to have harsh
immigration laws with Tamil families such as
the Biloela family continuing to be denied the
right to remain in the country, despite the risk of
ill-treatment if deported to Sri Lanka.
In August, Koneshwaran Krishnapillai, a
Tamil refugee and father of three, died after
setting himself on fire, following years of
uncertainty regarding his immigration status in
Australia.
In early 2021, a British tribunal also raised
details around the role of the Australian
government, which also continues to foster
close relationships with Sri Lanka, supplying the
island’s security forces with five aerial drones
earlier this year.

voiceforjustice.ca

PAGE 15

January 2022

Biden signs law banning
goods made in China’s Xinjiang

Amid worsening relations between Beijing
and Washington, President Joe Biden last month
signed a new law banning products made in
China’s Xinjiang region because of China’s
oppression of its largely Muslim Uighur minority
population.
Pushed by members of the United States
Congress, the law passed in both the House of
Representatives and the Senate by unanimous
votes earlier this month.
It imposes a near-blanket ban on the import
to the US of goods from Xinjiang by requiring
suppliers to first prove their products were not
made with forced labour. Xinjiang is a large
supplier of cotton and solar panels.
United Nations experts and rights groups have
estimated that more than one million people,
mainly Uighurs and members of other Muslim
minorities, have been imprisoned in recent years
in a vast system of camps in Xinjiang.
The US and many rights groups have called
it “genocide“.
China has rejected allegations of abuse
in Xinjiang, accusing countries and rights

statement on WeChat for having told suppliers in
an earlier letter not to source products or labour
from Xinjiang.
An independent UK-based tribunal ruled last
month the Chinese government had committed
genocide, crimes against humanity and torture of
Uighurs and other minorities.

organisations of launching “slanderous attacks”
about conditions for Muslim Uighurs and other
minorities in the far western region.
The Chinese embassy in Washington, DC,
did not immediately respond to a request for
comment from the Reuters news agency on the
new US law on December 23.
The legislation provides for sanctions on any
individuals the US determines are responsible
for forced labour in Xinjiang.
It will complicate supply chains for some US
companies that source materials from China.
Following a backlash in China, US chipmaker
Intel Corp on December 23 apologised to
Chinese customers and partners in a public

UK to relax immigration
rules for care workers

Immigration rules in the United Kingdom
are to be temporarily relaxed for overseas care
workers in a bid to recruit and keep staff, the
government announced last month.
Social care workers, care assistants and home
care workers are to become eligible for a health
and care visa for a 12-month period.
The government said this would make it
easier to fill gaps in workforces.
It followed warnings the sector faced "severe
and increasing" problems with hiring and
keeping staff after Brexit.
Care workers are to be added to the shortage
occupation list, which is designed to help
migrants get work visas to fill jobs where there
are shortages.
The temporary measures are expected to
come into effect early 2022, the Department of
Health and Social Care said, and will be in place
for a minimum of 12 months.
After this, the arrangement will be reviewed,
the department added.
Since the UK left the EU, social care workers
from EU countries are no longer automatically
eligible to work in the UK and instead have to
apply for a visa.
In December, the Migration Advisory
Committee,
the
government's
official
immigration advisers, recommended that
care workers should be added to the shortage
occupation list.
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Inclusion on the list will require careers to be
given a minimum annual salary of £20,480.
Care workers and careers from overseas will
be able to move to the UK with dependents,
including partners and children, and the visa
offers a path to settlement, the DHSC said.
There will also be fast-track processing of
applications, the department said, and reduced
visa fees.
The standard application fee for a health and
care worker visa is £232 per person for those
who stay in the UK for up to three years and
£464 per person for more than three years.
Visas can last for up to five years before they
need to be extended.

At least 30 dead
in migrant boat
accidents in Greece

Greek coast guards scoured for survivors
in the Aegean Sea on December 25 after the
latest in a series of migrant boat accidents
that have killed at least 30 people in just days.
On December 24, the coastguard found 16
bodies, including those of three women and a
baby, and rescued 63 people from a boat that
overturned and sank near the island of Paros.
According to those rescued, around 80
people had been on the vessel.
Three coast guard patrol boats, private
vessels, a coast guard plane as well as divers
searched for more survivors, officials said.
The latest tragedy - the third since
December 22 - came amid high smuggler
activity not seen in Greek waters in months.
Hours earlier, 11 bodies were recovered
from another boat that ran aground on an
islet north of the Greek island of Antikythera
on Thursday evening.
Ninety people stranded on the islet were
rescued, the coastguard said.
On December 22, a dinghy carrying
migrants capsized off the island of
Folegandros, killing at least three people.
Thirteen people were rescued, while
dozens remain missing, Greek authorities
said.
Rivals Greece and Turkey regularly spar
over the issue of migrants, with Athens
accusing Ankara of turning a blind eye to
people attempting to cross into EU member
Greece and Turkey denying the charges.

At least 39 dead in Bangladesh ferry fire

At least 39 people have died and 70 injured
when a packed ferry caught fire in southern
Bangladesh, according to officials, in the latest
maritime tragedy to hit the impoverished lowlying nation.
The incident happened early on December 24
near the southern rural town of Jhalokati, 250km
(155 miles) south of the capital, Dhaka.
The vessel was carrying about 500 people.
Many passengers leapt from the vessel into cold
waters to escape the blaze. It took 15 fire engines
two hours to control the fire and another eight
to cool down the vessel, according to rescue

officials. Afterward, the blackened hull of the
ferry sat anchored at the river’s edge.
Many anxious relatives gathered on the banks,
while divers continued to search the waters.
The blaze broke out around 3 a.m. on the MV
Avijan-10, which was carrying 800 passengers,
many of whom were traveling to visit family and
friends for the weekend, officials said.
Ferries are a leading means of transportation
in Bangladesh, which is crisscrossed by about
130 rivers, and accidents involving the vessels
are common, often blamed on overcrowding or
lax safety rules.

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE

Wisdom embraces frank the world, to no caprice exposed;
Unlike the lotus flower, now opened wide, now petals strictly closed
To secure the friendship of the great is true wisdom; it is (also) wisdom to keep (that friendship
unchanged, and) not opening and closing (like the lotus flower)
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Opposition leader in Belarus jailed for 18 years

43, was convicted of organising mass unrest,
inciting hatred and other charges following a
months-long trial behind closed doors.
State newspaper Sovetskaya Belarus said
five other opposition figures tried alongside
Tikhanovsky were sentenced to prison terms
ranging from 14 to 16 years.
Mr Lukashenko has ruled Belarus since
1994 but his re-election as president last year
was deemed illegitimate and not recognised by
Western countries.

A Belarusian opposition leader who rallied
mass protests against disputed leader Alexander
Lukashenko was jailed for 18 years last month.
On December 14, Sergei Tikhanovsky was
convicted of organising riots among other
charges following a trial condemned as a sham.
He planned to challenge Mr Lukashenko in
the 2020 presidential election, but was detained
before the vote.
His wife, Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, took on
Mr Lukashenko, who claimed victory in the
widely discredited poll.
She claimed victory herself in the August
election but, fearing for her safety, was forced
into exile with her children the next day.
Ms Tikhanovskaya questioned the validity
of the court that tried her husband and his
sentence amounted to "personal revenge" by Mr
Lukashenko.
The US and Germany also voiced outrage
at the verdicts against Tikhanovsky and other
opposition figures.
"While hiding the political prisoners in closed
trials, he hopes to continue repressions in silence.
But the whole world watches. We won't stop,"

Ms Tikhanovskaya wrote in a tweet.
Ahead of the verdict, she said she would
keep "defending the person I love" in a Twitter
video, which showed children's drawings in the
background.
The 39-year-old is a former teacher who
was a stay-at-home mother until she entered
the political fray in Belarus and became a prodemocracy icon. She now lives in exile in
Lithuania.
Belarusian state news agency Belta said the
verdict was delivered at a court in the southeastern city of Gomel on December 14.
A popular YouTube blogger, Tikhanovsky,

The United Kingdom, France, Germany,
Italy and the United States in December urged
war-torn Libya to set a new date for delayed
presidential election quickly.
“We call on the relevant Libyan authorities
to respect the aspirations of the Libyan people
for prompt elections by swiftly determining a
final date for the polling and issuing the final
list of presidential candidates without delay,”
a joint statement from the five nations said on
December 24.
The authorities overseeing Libya’s first
presidential election said earlier this week
holding it on Friday as scheduled would be
“impossible”.
The vote was intended to mark a fresh start for
the oil-rich North African country, a year after a
landmark ceasefire and more than 10 years after
its 2011 revolt that overthrew and killed longtime
leader Muammar Gaddafi.
But speculation of a delay had been mounting
for weeks. There were bitter disputes over the

vote’s legal basis, the powers of the winner
and the candidacies of several deeply divisive
figures.
On December 22, the chairman of the
parliamentary committee overseeing the vote
wrote to the assembly’s speaker saying that “after
consulting the technical, judicial and security
reports, we inform you of the impossibility of
holding the elections on the date of December
24, 2021”.
It did not propose an alternative to Friday, a
date set last year during the United Nations-led
peace talks in Tunis.
The country’s electoral commission, the
HNEC, later on Wednesday suggested delaying
the vote to January 24.
Libya’s parliament is to meet on January 20 to
debate a new timeline for elections.
The election, intended to go hand-in-hand
with parliamentary polls, was part of a UN-led
peace process, yet UN special envoy Jan Kubis
resigned just weeks before the ballot.

Western powers urge Libya to
set new election date quickly

At least 60 people
killed in Haiti fuel
tanker explosion

A truck carrying fuel exploded in the
northern Haitian city of Cap-Haitien last
month, leaving at least 60 people dead and
dozens more injured.
The explosion occurred just after midnight
on Dec 14 in Haiti’s second-largest city, on
the country’s northern coast.
Hours later, a local hospital was
overwhelmed with injured people as it
pleaded for basic supplies and more medical
staff.
“We have now counted 60 deaths,” said
Deputy Mayor Patrick Almonor, adding that
authorities were still searching for victims
amid the charred debris.
According to Almonor, it appeared the
truck driver lost control as it swerved to
avoid a motorcycle taxi and the tanker flipped
over. He said fuel spilled onto the road and
pedestrians rushed to collect it.
The incident occurred as Haiti is
struggling with widespread fuel shortages
and spiralling gas prices, caused in part by
armed gangs that have set up blockades at
fuel terminals in the capital, Port-au-Prince,
and surrounding areas.
Gang violence and political instability
have skyrocketed in Haiti following the July
assassination of President Jovenel Moise.
The country also has struggled to rebuild in
the aftermath of a devastating, 7.2-magnitude
earthquake in August.

US imposes sanctions on China, Myanmar and North Korea

The United States last month imposed
extensive human rights-related sanctions on
dozens of people and entities tied to China,
Myanmar, North Korea and Bangladesh.
Chinese artificial intelligence company
SenseTime Group has been added to an
investment blacklist.
Canada and the United Kingdom joined the
United States in imposing sanctions related to
human rights abuse in Myanmar.
Washington also imposed the first new
sanctions on North Korea under President Joe
Biden's administration and targeted Myanmar
military entities, among others, in action marking
Human Rights Day.
“Our actions today, particularly those in
partnership with the United Kingdom and
Canada, send a message that democracies around
the world will act against those who abuse
the power of the state to inflict suffering and
repression," Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally

Adeyemo said in the statement.
The North Korean mission at the United
Nations and the Chinese, Myanmar and
Bangladesh embassies in Washington did not
immediately respond to requests for comment.
UN experts and rights groups estimate more
than a million people, mainly Uyghurs and
members of other Muslim minorities, have been
detained in recent years in a vast system of camps

in China's far-west region of Xinjiang.
China denies abuses in Xinjiang, but the
US government and many rights groups say
Beijing is carrying out genocide there.
US President Joe Biden gathered over 100
world leaders at a virtual summit last month and
made a plea to bolster democracies around the
world.
Meanwhile, China warned the United
States that it would “strike back” in response
to any “reckless” actions, urging Washington
to withdraw its recent sanctions on people and
entities tied to human rights abuses committed
by Beijing.
China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Wang Wenbin on December 13 denounced the
sanctions as “perverse actions”.
“If the US acts recklessly, China will take
effective measures to strike back resolutely,”
Wang added.
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More than 30 killed in
Myanmar's Kayah state

More than 30 people, including women and
children, were killed and their bodies burnt
in Myanmar's conflict-torn Kayah state on
December 24, according to a local resident,
media reports and a local human rights group.
The Karenni Human Rights Group said
that they found the burnt bodies of internally
displaced people, including elders, women
and children, killed by the military that rules
Myanmar, near Mo So village of Hpruso town
the following day.
"We strongly denounce the inhumane and
brutal killing which violates human rights,"
the group said in a Facebook post.
The Myanmar military said it had shot and
killed an unspecified number of "terrorists
with weapons" from the opposition armed
forces in the village, state media said. The
people were in seven vehicles and did not stop
for the military, it said.
The Myanmar military could not
immediately be reached for comment.
Photos shared by the human rights group
and local media showed the charred remains

of bodies on burnt-out truckbeds.
The Karenni Nationalities Defence Force,
one of the largest of several civilian militias
opposing the junta that led a February 1 coup,
said that the dead were not their members but
civilians seeking refuge from the conflict.
Myanmar has been in turmoil since the
military overthrew the elected government
of Nobel Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
almost 11 months ago, claiming fraud in a
November 2020 election that her party had
won. International observers have said that the
ballot was fair.
Civilians enraged by the coup and
subsequent crackdown on protesters have
been taking up arms. Many local resistance
forces have sprung up across the country.
The military has outlawed many opponents,
labelling them traitors or terrorists, including
a self-proclaimed National Unity Government
that seeks to lobby the international community
and prevent the junta from consolidating
power.

Myanmar court sentences
Suu Kyi in widely criticised trial

A court in military-ruled Myanmar last
month found country’s ousted leader Aung
San Suu Kyi guilty of inciting dissent and
breaking Covid rules, in the first of a series of
verdicts that could see her jailed for life.
Suu Kyi, who was convicted in a ruling on
December 6, was initially given a four year
term.
The sentence was reduced after a partial
pardon from coup leader and army chief Min
Aung Hlaing, state TV reported.
Ms Suu Kyi faces 11 charges in total
and denies them all. They have been widely
condemned as unjust.
She has been in detention since a military
coup in February toppled her elected civilian
government.
It is not clear when or if Ms Suu Kyi will
be placed in prison. She is being held at an

undisclosed location.
Co-defendant Win Myint, the former
president and Ms Suu Kyi's National League
for Democracy (NLD) party ally, was also
jailed for four years by the same court on Dec
6 under the same charges.
UN Human Rights chief Michelle Bachelet
condemned the "sham trial" and said it would
only "deepen rejection of the coup".
UK Foreign Secretary Liz Truss,
meanwhile, called on Myanmar to release
all political prisoners and allow a return to
democracy.
"The arbitrary detention of elected
politicians only risks further unrest," she said.
And rights group Amnesty called the
charges "bogus", saying it was the "latest
example of the military's determination
to eliminate all opposition and suffocate
freedoms in Myanmar".
Ms Suu Kyi is next due in court on 14
December, when she will face charges of
possessing illegal walkie-talkies.
The 76-year-old has been slapped with an
array of charges, including several counts of
corruption and violating the official secrets
act.
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Dozens of
Central American
migrants killed in
Mexico crash
At least 54 people, most of them migrants
and refugees from Central America, have died
after the truck they were travelling in crashed
in the southern Mexican state of Chiapas,
officials said, in one of the worst road accidents
in the country in recent years.
The crash occurred on December 9 when
the large vehicle overturned on a dangerous
curve outside the city of Tuxtla Gutierrez, said
Luis Manuel Garcia, head of the Chiapas civil
protection agency.
More than 100 people were inside, according
to local officials, although the number may have
been as high as 200, with reports that some of
the bloodied passengers fled the scene for fear
of being detained by immigration authorities.
The fatalities included men, women and
children, officials said.
Many of the injured struggled to extract
themselves from the mass of bodies inside of
the overturned container.
Images showed some people laid out on
tarps on the ground for medical care. Images
of the crash site also showed rows of what
appeared to be bodies of the accident victims
wrapped in white cloths.
Officials said it appeared that the driver was
speeding when he lost control of the vehicle.
The Mexican Attorney General’s office said
it would investigate the incident, which state
officials in Chiapas said claimed the lives of 54
people and injured 58 others.
The injured were taken to hospitals in the
area, according to officials, with three in grave
condition.
A preliminary list of the injured included
dozens of people from Guatemala, which
borders the Mexican state.
Migrants and refugees fleeing poverty and
violence in Central America typically trek
through Mexico to reach the United States
border.
They sometimes pay thousands of dollars to
cram into large trucks organised by smugglers
in extremely dangerous conditions.
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Nicaragua cuts diplomatic ties with Taiwan

Nicaragua last month broke off diplomatic
relations with Taiwan, leaving the self-ruled
democratic island with just 14 formal diplomatic
allies amid continuing pressure from China,
which claims the island as its own.
The Central American country made the
announcement in a brief statement on Dec 9
from its foreign ministry, and cited Beijing’s
“One China” policy.
“The Government of the Republic of
Nicaragua declares that it recognises that in
the world there is only one single China,” the
statement read.
“The People’s Republic of China is the
only legitimate government that represents all
of China and Taiwan is an inalienable part of
the Chinese territory. The Government of the

Republic of Nicaragua today breaks diplomatic
relations with Taiwan and ceases to have any
contact or official relationship.”
Three hours after Nicaragua’s announcement,
China’s State Council Information Office said
the two signed a joint communique on the
resumption of diplomatic ties in Tianjin.
Zhang Jun, China’s permanent representative
to the United Nations, welcomed the move.
In response, Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said that it “deeply regretted” the
decision of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega
to “disregard the friendship” of the Taiwanese
people.
Taiwan also said that it was breaking off
relations with Nicaragua, although the decision
is widely seen as a unilateral move by Nicaragua.

Formally known as the Republic of China,
Taiwan’s government fled to the island at the end
of the Chinese Civil War. It represented China at
the UN from the end of World War II until the
early 1970s.
Since the 2000s, China has steadily chipped
away at Taiwan’s remaining allies who are
mostly small countries in the Caribbean, South
America and the Pacific Islands as well as the
Holy See.
During the Cold War, Taiwan and Nicaragua
were both united by the anti-Communist beliefs
of their one-party authoritarian states, headed
respectively by Chiang Kai-shek and the Somoza
family.

Record number of journalists in jail worldwide: CPJ

The number of journalists behind bars
reached a global high in 2021, according to a
new report from the non-profit Committee to
Protect Journalists (CPJ), which says that 293
reporters were imprisoned worldwide as of
December 1, 2021.
At least 24 journalists were killed because
of their coverage, and 18 others died in
circumstances that make it too difficult to
determine whether they were targeted because
of their work, the CPJ said on Dec 9 in its
annual survey on press freedom and attacks on
the media.
While the reasons for jailing reporters varies
between countries, the record number reflects
political upheaval around the world and a
growing intolerance of independent reporting,
according to the United S-based nonprofit.
Between January 1 and December 1 2021, at

least 108 journalists were imprisoned, totalling
a record number of 293 jailed journalists
across the world – the highest number since the
organisation started tracking the imprisonment
of journalists in 1992.
Furthermore, the report tracked that since
1992 and as of December 1, 2021, at least
1,440 journalists have been killed globally.

The journalists who were killed in 2021
include Danish Siddiqui, a Reuters photographer
who died in a Taliban attack in Afghanistan in
July, and Gustavo Sanchez Cabrera, who was
shot and killed in Mexico in June.
China imprisoned 50 journalists, the most of
any country, followed by Myanmar (26), then
Egypt (25), Vietnam (23) and Belarus (19), the
CPJ said.
For the first time, the CPJ’s list includes
journalists imprisoned in Hong Kong – a
byproduct of the 2020 national security law,
which makes anything Beijing regards as
subversion, secession, terrorism or colluding
with foreign forces punishable by up to life in
prison.
The situation for Tamil journalists in Sri
Lanka is also alarming, where they are harassed
and detained frequently.

New Zealand to ban tobacco sale to people born after 2008

New Zealand has planned to raise the legal
smoking age by one year every year, effectively
banning the sale of tobacco to people born after
2008.
The government will introduce new legislation
in 2022 that will progressively lift the smoking
age from 18, starting in 2027, Associate Health
Minister Ayesha Verrall said on December 9 in
Wellington.
The new law will also reduce the number of
shops that can sell tobacco from 2024, and allow
only smoked tobacco products containing very
low levels of nicotine to be sold from 2025.
“We want to make sure young people never
start smoking so we will make it an offense to

sell or supply smoked tobacco products to new
cohorts of youth,” Verrall said.
Creating a smoke-free generation is part of the
government’s campaign to reduce the prevalence
of smoking in New Zealand to less than 5% in all
population groups, which it aims to achieve by
2025. Officials estimate smoking kills as many
as 5,000 people a year, accounting for 15% of
all deaths.
While smoking prevalence has dropped
to 10% among the New Zealand’s European
population, it is still 28% among Maori and 18%
for Pacific people.
Chris Bullen, Professor of Public Health at the
University of Auckland, said the government’s

plan — particularly the move to allow only very
low nicotine levels in cigarettes — is worldleading and a potential game-changer.
If implemented as outlined, the measures
“could just be the single most significant step we
take as a nation to reducing preventable death
and disease and reducing health inequities in the
next few years,” he said.
In the past, the government increased excise
taxes on tobacco, driving up the price of smoking
in an effort to discourage the habit. But the
policy drew criticism because it increased costs
for low-income households where smoking is
more widespread.

Russia blocks website of protest monitoring group

Russia’s communication watchdog last month blocked the website of
the prominent protest monitor OVD-Info after a court ruling, according
to the group.
Moscow continues to press ahead with a sweeping crackdown on
dissent.
OVD-Info – which has, for years, documented anti-Kremlin protests
and provides legal support to victims of political persecution – said on
Dec 25 that the Roskomnadzor media regulator had moved to restrict
access to its site in the third week of December.
“At the moment, we have not received a notice and do not know the
reason for being blocked,” the group tweeted.
The move came after a ruling on blocking the ovdinfo.org site was
issued by a court in the Moscow region on December 20, Russia’s
Interfax news agency reported.
The website currently shows a message saying access to it is restricted

on the basis of a federal law on information, information technologies
and data protection.
In September this year, Russia declared OVD-Info, which was founded
during the first mass protests against President Vladimir Putin’s rule in
December 2011, a “foreign agent” in a move critics say is designed to
stifle dissent.
Carrying negative Stalin-era connotations, entities or individuals
identified as “foreign agents” must accompany all their texts, videos and
social media posts with a disclaimer.
Moscow has recently labelled several outlets “foreign agents”, a
legal designation used for what authorities say are foreign-funded
organisations engaged in political activity.
The designation has been used in particular against journalists, with
the justice ministry’s list of individuals and news outlets ballooning from
17 at the start of the year to 103 as of December 25.
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Securities law amended to
strengthen investor protection
The Newfoundland and Labrador
House of Assembly passed a bill last
month amending the Securities Act
to strengthen investor protection
and safeguard vulnerable retail
investors. Bill 16, or an Act to
amend the Securities Act, will
confer enforcement powers on the
Investment Industry Regulatory
Organization of Canada (IIROC).
IIROC is the pan-Canadian
self-regulatory organization that
oversees all investment dealers and
their trading activity in Canada's
debt and equity markets. With

the passage of the legislative
amendments, the government has
ensured every province and territory
in the country has taken substantial
steps to protect Canadian investors
and foster healthy Canadian
capital markets, IIROC said in the
announcement.
Under its granted powers, IIROC
will have the authority to enforce
fine collection against individuals
fined by IIROC disciplinary
panels through Newfoundland and
Labrador courts. It will also be
authorized to collect and present

evidence during investigations and
disciplinary hearings.
The legislative amendments will
also protect IIROC from malicious
lawsuits while acting in good faith to
carry out its public interest mandate
to protect investors. According
to IIROC, Newfoundland and
Labrador are the sixth provinces
to confer full enforcement powers
on the organization, joining New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island,
Nova Scotia, Quebec and Alberta.
"These
amendments
give
investors in Newfoundland and

Labrador among the strongest
protections from coast-to-coast,"
IIROC President and CEO Andrew
Kriegler said. "It is clear to potential
wrongdoers in Newfoundland and
Labrador that if you break our
rules and harm investors, there
will be meaningful and serious
consequences."
Currently, the IIROC oversees
more
than
100
investment
advisors working at 39 offices
across the province. It carries out
its regulatory duties pursuant to
the recognition orders issued by
the Newfoundland and Labrador
securities superintendent.

Thirty lawyers from For 2021, 153 nominations
British Columbia named were submitted for the
Queen’s counsel title.
Queen's counsel

Recognized
for
their
contributions to the provincial
justice system through their legal
work, 30 lawyers from British
Columbia were appointed Queen’s
counsel
last
month.“Lawyers
play an important role in guiding
clients through the justice system.
Congratulations to each of these
extraordinary lawyers and thank you
for all you do for British Columbians
and the legal profession,” Attorney
General David Eby said in a news

release. The newly appointed
British Columbia Queen’s counsel
includes lawyers in private practice,
government, and academia, and who
have been involved in a wide range
of legal practice, including family,
labour, criminal and tax law. Some
of them have also practised in the
areas of public interest advocacy,
constitutional law, residential
tenancy, seniors’ rights, Indigenous
law, employment law, banking, and
construction litigation.

The newly appointed British
Columbia Queen’s counsel are the
following: Debra Anne Carpentier,
Richard Alexander Ross, Robert
Clair Claus, Rajinder Singh
Bhalla, Mary Margaret Terresa
MacKinnon, Richard (Craig) Allen
Neville, Robert (Bob) Jan D’Eith,
Kim Jakeman, Graeme Keirstead,
Gregory Arthur Petrisor, Barbara
Lee Cromarty, Karen Evelyn
Jamieson, Kevin Douglas Loo,
Marie Potvin, Scott Lorne Booth,
Andrew Ian Nathanson, Elizabeth
June Rowbotham, Jonathan Noel
Eades, Terri-Lynn WilliamsDavidson,
Thomas
Michael
Arbogast, Geoffrey William White,
Martha Rans Martha, Lesley Ann

Ruzicka, Karey
Marlane Brooks,
Andrea Margaret
Hilland,
John
McInnes Rice,
Leah Bernadette
Marie Fontaine,
M a e g e n
McCallum
Giltrow, Alison Maia Latimer, and
Jennifer Jane Lee Brun.
The Queen’s Counsel title is
conferred annually on members of
the legal profession to recognize
their exceptional merit and
outstanding contributions to the
legal community. The designation
is governed by the Queen’s Counsel
Act and bestowed by the lieutenant
governor upon the endorsement of
the attorney general.
Potential candidates must
have demonstrated professional
integrity and good character.
They must also be members of the
British Columbia Bar for at least
five years.

Some Ontario ministries undermine purposes of EBR
In her 2021 audit report entitled,
“Operation of the Environmental
Bill of Rights, 1993,” Auditor
General Bonnie Lysyk mentioned
some
Ontario
Government
ministries had undermined the
purposes of the Environmental
Bill of Rights (EBR) in their
failure to consult the public about
matters which carried a significant
environmental impact.
Since 2019, the Office of the

Auditor General
of Ontario has
been responsible
for
reporting
annually on the
operation of the EBR, including the
public use of environmental rights
and government compliance with
the EBR. It also reports whether
government decisions are consistent
with the EBR. The report cited
some cases in which some Ontario
ministries avoided consulting the
public on decisions impacting the
environment, which were subject to
the EBR.

In one case, the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and
Park had avoided consulting the
public on major amendments to the
Environmental Assessment Act and
the Conservation Authorities Act.
The ministry did not keep the
environmental registry updated
with changes related to the EBR.
In another case, the Ministry of
Municipal Affairs and Housing
had failed to consult the public on
amendments to the Planning Act
that enhanced the minister’s power
to issue zoning orders.
The report further revealed the

lack of staff training and supervision
contributed to the ministries’
continued non-compliance with and
ineffective implementation of the
EBR.
In addition, some ministries did
not provide outreach educational
programs to the public about their
rights under the EBR. “In our 2020
report, we recommended that. . .
the cabinet secretary incorporate
compliance with the EBR into the
annual performance reviews of the
deputy ministers; we will follow up
on this recommendation in 2022,”
Lysyk said in the report.
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FC3 hosts conference on strengthening
anti-money laundering regime

The
Financial
Crimes
Coordination Centre (FC3) hosted
a weeklong virtual conference last
month which brought together more
than 850 investigators, prosecutors,
and other experts from across
Canada to discuss approaches to
strengthening Canada’s anti-money
laundering regime.

Money laundering has become
a complex and significant problem
that threatens the integrity and
stability of the financial sector and
broader economy, said the Public
Safety and Emergency Preparedness
Canada (PSEPC) in a news release.
The PSEPC added many criminal
organizations rely on laundered

funds to support serious criminal
activities, such as corruption, fraud,
and drug and human trafficking.
During the conference, the FC3
discussed the impact of COVID-19
on money-laundering trends and
some current money-laundering
schemes, including the use of
virtual currency.
Investigational
challenges,
best
practices,
prosecutorial
perspectives, and lessons learned in
combating money laundering were
also discussed.“Our government
is committed to working with
our partners to ensure ongoing
collaboration on issues of joint
concern and responsibility,” Public
Safety Minister Marco Mendicino
said in the news release.
The FC3 concluded the
conference with a renewed sense of
determination toward improving the

federal government’s anti-money
laundering enforcement efforts, the
PSEPC said. The FC3, previously
known
as
the Anti-Money
Laundering Action, Coordination
and Enforcement Team, is a fiveyear pilot initiative introduced by
the federal government in 2019.
Its main task is to bring together
experts from across intelligence
and law enforcement agencies to
identify and address significant
financial crime threats.
Since
2019,
the
federal
government has provided over
$220 million to support efforts
towards modernizing anti-money
laundering legislation, strengthen
inter-agency
cooperation
and
information sharing, and equip law
enforcement with the necessary
tools and expertise to support
money-laundering investigations.

TLA confers Award of
Law Society in Britain
Distinction on Louise Arbour welcomes Australia trade deal

Toronto Lawyers Association
has conferred the Award of
Distinction 2021 on Louise Arbour,
a retired Justice of the Supreme
Court of Canada, recognizing her
outstanding contributions to the
criminal justice system and the
protection of human rights.
“Louise Arbour’s long-standing
contribution to the practice of law
is universally acknowledged. She is
recognized throughout Canada and
internationally as a champion of
human rights and perpetual seeker
of truth and justice,” Michael
White, TLA board president, said in
an announcement on December 8.
The TLA’s Award of Distinction
is conferred annually on a Toronto
lawyer who has demonstrated a
record of excellence and made
an exceptional contribution to
the integrity of the law and legal
profession. Arbour earned her law
degree at University of Montreal.
She was admitted to the Ontario Bar
in 1977, appointed to – what was
then called – the Ontario Supreme
Court in 1987, and to the Ontario
Court of Appeal in 1990.
In 1995, she became the
commissioner of an inquiry into
the Prison for Women in Kingston,
Ontario. During her term, she

produced the ground-breaking
report which accelerated the
move towards modern institutions
specifically designed to meet the
security and programming needs
of women inmates. In 1996, she
worked as the chief prosecutor of
war crimes before the International
Criminal Tribunals for Rwanda and
the former Yugoslavia.
In 1999, Arbour sat on the
Supreme Court of Canada. After
her judiciary stint, she served as
the UN human rights commissioner
from 2004 to 2008. For her notable
contributions to the Canadian
justice system, Arbour was named a
companion to the Order of Canada
in 2007. In 2009, she was made a
grand officer of the National Order
of Quebec. Throughout her legal
career, Arbour has received 40
honorary degrees, including the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom
from Fear Award and the French
Legion of Honour.

The free trade agreement
(FTA) reached between the UK
and Australia has reflected the
importance of market access for
legal services for both economies,
the Law Society in the United
Kingdom said last month. The
deal “provides certainty and
creates opportunities for our legal
professions to work together
towards smoother trade in legal
services, which will make doing
business easier for clients,”
Society president I. Stephanie
Boyce commented December 17.
“We believe that legal and
other professional services should
be at the forefront of the UK’s
forthcoming trade discussions,”
she added.
The FTA is the first “from
scratch” trade agreement to be
finalised since the UK left the EU.
It eliminates most tariffs on UK
goods and creates “guaranteed

certainty of access” to markets,
the government said. UK service
suppliers including lawyers and
will have access to visas to work in
Australia without being subject to
Australia’s skilled occupation list.
The Society said the FTA covers
its “key asks” for legal services
in trade agreements: greater
recognition of qualifications;
availability of a larger range of
business structures – namely the
LLP; and eased mobility options.
It confirms the existing right
for UK and Australian lawyers
to advise clients and to provide
arbitration,
mediation,
and
conciliation services in the other
country’s territory, using their
original (home) qualifications and
title.
Boyce added: “Enshrining
the right to advise on homecountry laws and public and
private international law where
they’re entitled to practise in their
home jurisdiction in the FTA is
an important achievement as it
recognises the specificities of
home title practice in international
legal practice, without the need
for mutual recognition procedures
and/or requalification in the host
country.”

THE POSSESSION OF KNOWLEDGE

As dwells the world, so with the world to dwell
In harmony- this is to wisely live and well
To live as the world lives, is wisdom
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The Chinese
Ultimatum
Continues from previous issue…

The understanding between
China and Pakistan became more
and more sinister during the next
two years. The alliance was purely
opportunistic. There was little in
common between them to justify
their ganging up against India. In
a significant statement made on
July 17, 1963, Bhutto, the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan, said in the
Pakistan
National
Assembly:
“Attack from India on Pakistan
today is no longer confined to the
security and territorial integrity
of Pakistan. An attack by India on
Pakistan involves the territorial
integrity and security of the largest
State in Asia… the national interest
of another State itself is involved
in an attack on Pakistan.” (12)
This was, virtually, confirmed by
China. During his visit to Pakistan
in December, 1963, Nan Han Chen,
Chairman of the China Council for
International Trade, stated that “if
ever there was a war between India
and Pakistan, China will surely
support Pakistan and not India.”
Again, during their visit to Pakistan
in February 1964, Premier Chou
En-lai and Foreign Minister Chen
Yi assured Pakistan of “continuous
development of friendly relations
and talked of a common fighting
task,” (13) which faced both
countries. The next year, when
Ayub Khan visited Peking in March
1965, he was again reassured by
President Liu Shao-Chi that China’s
friendship with Pakistan was a long
term policy and not a matter of
expediency.

When Pakistan attacked India
on September 1, 1965, Marshal
Chen Yi, China’s Foreign Minister,
immediately rushed to Karachi and
after conferring with Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister, Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, declared at a Press
Conference on September 4, 1965,
that China condemned the national
oppression of Kashmiri people by
India and fully supported the “just
struggle” of the Kashmiri people in
demanding self determination and
trying to “resist India’s tyrannical
rule.” The very next day, the
Chinese Government issued an
official statement accusing India of
enlarging the “local conflict” into
a “general conflict” between the
two countries. This, it alleged was
a crude violation of all international
principles and “an act of naked
aggression,” which constituted “a
grave threat to peace in that part
of Asia.” The statement reiterated
that the United Nations was biased
against Pakistan and blamed US
imperialists and modern revisionists
for helping the Indian Government
to bully its neighbours. The Chinese
statement also incited the Kashmiri
people “to rise up in resistance
against brutal national oppression
by India” and suggested to Pakistan
to counter-attack in self defence.
The Chinese Government linked
in the same statement its own
grievances against India as if they
formed a part of the same issue.
The statement complained that the
Indian ruling circles, (whom it called
chauvinists, expansionists and the
greatest hypocrites in contemporary
international life), were making
intrusions and provocations along
the Indo-Chinese border as well,
and were “still entrenched on the
Chinese territory on the ChinaSikkim border.” It added that
since India had not paid heed to
its earlier warnings, China was
now going to “strengthen its
defences and heighten its alertness
along the border.” The Statement
declared in no uncertain terms that
“India’s aggression against one
of its neighbours (i.e. Pakistan)
concerned all of its neighbours,
and warned the Government of
India that a chain of consequences

By: GS Bajpai

would follow due to the “criminal
and extended-aggression by the
Government of India.” (14)
The next three days saw the
most bitter fighting between India
and Pakistan. Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bhutto realized the
gravity, of the situation. It was
clear to him that Sikkim was the
most vital and vulnerable· area.
The corridor between Sikkim and
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh)
was the only land link which
connected Assam and other states
in the north-east with the rest of
India and even a temporary and
limited occupation of that region
by China would fulfill Pakistan’s
tactical objectives. In a Top Secret
memo to President Ayub Khan, he
suggested that their strategy “would
need to be closely coordinated with
Chinese action, both in NEFA and
possibly in the region of Nepal and
Sikkim. It would be necessary… to
provide link up with our forces in
that sector…! envisage a lighting
thrust across the narrow strip of
Indian territory that separates East
Pakistan from Nepal… It would
solve the problem of Sikkim and
Tibet and for us a stranglehold over
Assam, whose disposition we could
then determine.” (15)
Pakistan apparently contacted
the Chinese Government with such
a suggestion. Thus, on September
8, 1965 China hurriedly handed
over yet another protest note to
the Indian Embassy in Peking. In
this note, the Chinese repeated
their old charge that Indians had
illegally built aggressive military
structures “beyond or on point
of China-Sikkim boundary,” and
added some incidents of alleged
border intrusions by the Indian
troops in the Ladakh Sector during
August, 1965, and still older
allegations concerning the SikkimTibet border sector. The note said
that the Indian troops had crossed
the Sikkim-China boundary on four
successive occasions for “unbridled
harassment activities” and declared
that these provocations could not be
regarded as “isolated cases… and
accidental occurrences, at a time
when the Indian Government was…
unleashing and expanding its armed
aggression against Pakistan.” (16)
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It served one more solemn warning
that India would be responsible for
all the consequences arising there
from.
Only two weeks prior to this,
on August 27, 1965, the Chinese
Government had lodged a protest
with India on the same subject, and
the allegations had been replied
to by the Indian Government on
September 2, 1965. India explained
to China once again that its troops
had neither crossed the Sikkim
Tibet boundary nor built any
structures across the Sikkim-Tibet
border. It even offered that “since
the Chinese Government had
been making their allegations and
demands over and over again, the
Government of India was willing
to allow an independent and neutral
observer to go to the border in this
sector in order to see for himself the
actual state of affairs.” (17)
The Indian offer did not suit
China. China had rushed its protest
notes not because it was trying to
seek redressal of any grievances,
real or imaginary but because it
was trying to help Pakistan by
tying down Indian troops in the
northern sector and preventing the
reinforcements from going against
Pakistan. It had also hoped that
its support would deter President
Ayub Khan from turning to the
United States for help. But, this
too failed and on September 13,
1965, the Pakistan Ambassador in.
Washington requested the United
States for an early action to bring
about a cease-fire. On September
15, President Ayub Khan appealed to
President Johnson for intervention
by pleading that “the United States
had a role to play… and that they
ought to play it more positively.”
He added, “the US has enormous
amount of influence in India and in
Pakistan also… and the US should
have come out more openly and
taken a direct hand in the matter.
For China nothing could be
more disquieting, nothing more
disappointing. It hurriedly collected
some previous unproven border
incidents, pinned them together
and served a three day ultimatum
on India. This ultimatum was
contained in the note given by
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Peking to the Embassy of India in
China on September 16, 1965. It
made the following allegations and
demands:–
. “Since September 1962—not
to mention earlier times—Indian
troops have crossed the ChinaSikkim boundary, which was
delimited long ago, and have built a
To Be Continued In Next Issue
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Outstanding journalist
wielded his powerful pen
to liberate Tamil Eelam

Continues from previous issue…

By M.K. Eelaventhan

Late Mr. Sivanayagam in his
introduction to Sri Lanka: Witness
to history, says the following:
“Writing of history has, of
course, its own pitfalls. Do the
Sinhalese and the Tamil peoples,
whether scholars, commentators,
or journalists, look at past events
with the same pair of eyes? Very
seldom do they. For, if that were
so, much of the conflicts that have
been beset the country could have
been avoided.”
Launching of Tamil Nation
in Tamil Nadu
In Tamil Nadu, he launched a
newspaper naming it The Tamil
Nation. His language was typical
of him and assertive, and he was
arrested and kept in prison in
Tamil Nadu for several months.
Though a legal battle was fought,
he could not remain in Tamil Nadu,
but he was given a concession to
leave Tamil Nadu at his earliest
opportunity.
He left Tamil Nadu to
Singapore, then Hong Kong, then
some South African state and from
there to France and then London.
The details of his suffering during
this period cannot be easily
described in words. It must be felt
and realized. During his period in
Tamil Nadu, I worked with him
very closely, and I am a witness
to all his sufferings. Every week,
his wife, his daughters and myself
visited the prison to console him.
Sivanayagam’s Closeness to
the Author
Because of his closeness to me,
he pays a tribute to me in Sri Lanka:
Witness to History on pages 211,
294, 328, 400, 552 and 616. On
page 211, he speaks of the TELF,
a dissenting section of the Tamil
United Liberation Front that broke
away spearheaded by the strongly
motivated and articulate radical M.
K. Eelaventhan. On page 294, he
says he hired a three wheeler and
accompanied by a tireless Tamil
campaigner, M. K. Eelaventhan,
he covered all diplomatic missions
in Chanakyapuri including the Sri
Lankan High Commission at some
personal risk. On page 328, he
speaks of the TESO Conference

organized by Mr. Karunanithi
at Mathurai. He speaks of this
writer, Kovai Mahesan editor
Suthanthiran participating at
the conference in Mathurai. On
page, 400, he speaks of how Mr.
R. Namasivayam, attorney-atlaw and presently, heading the
Thiruketheswaram
Restoration
Society, and M. K. Eelaventhan
were arrested by the Tamil Nadu
Government and released the same
day. However, the police continued
guarding their residences for an
indefinite period.
On page 552, he writes the
following: “Eelaventhan and
others acquitted in Madras.” Five
Tamils, alleged supporters of the
LTTE who were accused by the
Q Branch of the Madras Police of
having tried to procure medicines
to a banned organization were
all discharged by the Saidapat
Courts on September 8th. The
accused were M. K. Eelaventhan
(65) of Arumbakkam, Chennai,
Mrs. Malini Thevi Rasanayam
(58) of Sydney, Australia,
K. Satchithanandan (57) of
Maruvampulavu, Chavakachcheri,
Dr. Sritharan (32), and Indian
national of Annanagar and
Pandian Muralitharam of Nallur,
Jaffna. In acquitting the accused,
the magistrate said there was no
evidence to prove all five had
engaged in any conspiracy to
perform any unlawful attack.
On Page 616, he speaks of my
deportation from India in the
following manner.
“A minor drama took place
during the month of December
2000 that went largely unnoticed
in Colombo. On December 4th,
M. K. Eelaventhan, a high-profile
Eelam activist in Chennai was
deported to Colombo.
Indian immigration officials
and a team of policemen went to
his house at Arumpakkam around
5 a.m. He was driven to the airport
and put on a Sri Lankan airlines
flight.
Well-known in Tamil Nadu for
his consistent campaigning for
the Eelam Tamil cause, he never
hid his sympathy for the LTTE,
despite the organization being
banned in India.
In this context, DBS Jeyaraj, in

a full-page article in the Sunday
Leader (Sri Lanka), reported the
King of Eelam (Eelaventhan)
was deported to Sri Lanka. Mr.
Sivanayagam had passed away at
the age of 80 doing his best for the
Eelam Tamil Liberation. As the
author said at the beginning of this
article, Mr. Sivanayagam’s pen
was mightier than the sword of the
Sinhalese.
The Sri Lankan Government
was determined to arrest and
harass him in 1983. Fortunately
for the Tamils, the Liberation
Tigers came to his rescue and
saved him and in turn saved the
Tamil community. If he had been
arrested in Sri Lanka, none could
say what would have followed.
In Tamil Nadu too, because of
his writing, he was arrested and
kept for a long period of time in
a Tamil Nadu prison. He was a
diabetic patient, and the sufferings
he underwent need a separate
chapter. He withstood the entire
onslaught on him with a smile
which cannot be easily forgotten.
His wife and children underwent
untold suffering. Mr. Sivanayagam
speaks of this incident in his book
Sri Lanka: Witness to History.
Personally, I’m also a witness
to our history and to the mental
tension and physical suffering
of his wife and daughters. The
writer, too, has experienced
suffering in prison in Sri Lanka
and in Tamil Nadu and knows the
meaning of deportation. Those
who have suffered harassment and
deportation know real suffering.
That is why the sufferings that Mrs.
Sivanayagam and her daughters
underwent still haunts me.

could have been avoided.” What
truth he has a spoken.
What Adrian Wijemanne
speaks of Mr. Sivanayagam

Sri Lanka: Witness to History
is the magnum opus of Mr.
Sivanayagam.
The
forward
given by Adrian Wijemanne
of Cambridge speaks of Mr.
Sivanayagam in the following
words. “Tamil nationalism in Sri
Lanka is but another instance of
it, and perhaps one of the most
formidable. The state adversary it
faces is but a weak and fumbling
foe dependent on outside help
and so vulnerable to international
pressures of all kinds.
The Sinhala nationalism that is
just stirring is backward-looking
and medievalist in its thinking and
programmes and as such is out
of sync with the modern world.
Mr. Sivanayagam’s experiences
and this book in which they are
so eloquently recorded have the
great advantages of personal
acquaintance of the events whereof
he writes and also of alignment
with one of the great transforming
movements of the contemporary
world. It is a combination which
makes for a riveting read and one
which will reward an audience
even wider than that which adheres
to the Tamil national cause.”
In the last paragraph of his
forward, Adrian Wijemanne,
appeals to Mr. Sivanayagam to
not “lay down his pen and will
continue to dazzle us with this
brilliant exposition of the great
cause to which he is committed.”
Unfortunately for him, us and the
journalist world, Mr. Sivanayagam
Sivanayagam Speaks
is no longer among the living to
the Truth
carry out his wishes.
His diabetes, aggravated by
Mr. Sivanayagam in his bone cancer, has taken him away
introduction to Sri Lanka: Witness from us, but the world of literature
to History, says the following: can console itself by saying he
“Writing of history has, of course, continues to live in his writing. Let
its own pitfalls.
me quote, “In books lies the sole
Do the Sinhalese and the articulate, audible voice of the past
Tamil peoples, whether scholars, when the body and the material
commentators, or journalists, look substance of it has altogether
at past events wit the same pair of vanished like a dream.” Thomas
eyes? Very seldom do they. For, if Carlyle said these years ago, but it
that were so, much of the conflicts still applies today when we think
that have been beset the country of Mr. Sivanayagam.
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The Tamils Are the Original
Inhabitants of Sri Lanka
By C.V. Wigneswaran

Someone asked me: We read
in the press your response to a
question recently. You seem to be
making sweeping statements about
the Sinhalese. As far as we know,
the Sinhalese were the original
inhabitants of this island, and the
Tamils came in the 10th Century
AD after the Chola Conquest. What
proof have you about what you say?
My response was: Professor
Wijeyanayake
from
London,
like many other Sinhala Scholars
wrote in the Sunday Observer of
17th November 1996 as follows:
“The origin of the Sinhala race is
in Lanka. There is no scientific
evidence of Indians originating
in India who spoke Sinhala.”
Sinhalese are those who speak the
Sinhala Language. Of course, these
days there are Sinhalese who have
forgotten their mother language
and have embraced other languages
like English and French in their
countries of emigration, but in early
times the Sinhalese would have
been those who spoke the Sinhala
Language mainly. Without the
Sinhala Language there could have
been no Sinhalese.”
When did the Sinhala Language
come into being? The earliest
Sinhala work was Siyabaslakara
around 848 CE (9th Century
AD). The next was Dhampiyaatuva Gatapadayo, which came
out around 918 CE (10th Century
A.D). Pali words are used both in
a modified and pure form quite
heavily in this latter work. The first
Sinhala grammar Sidath Sangaraya
belongs to the 13th Century AD.
The inscriptions before the 7th
Century AD do not mention Sinhala
as a language and ethnicity of the
people. The term “Sihala” (Lion in
Pali) occurs for the first time in the
Dipawansa (5th Century AD). Only
once is the term coming up to say
the island was known as Sihala on
account of the presence of lions.
In the Mahawansa, the term
Sihala appears twice, but there is
no reference to the people called
Sinhalese or the language called
Sinhala. R.A.L.H. Gunawardana in
his book “The People of the Lion:
The Sinhala identity and ideology
in History and Historiography” (Sri
Lanka Journal of the Humanities
Vol V:1-2 (1979)) claims before
the 12th Century AD the Sinhala
identity did not cover a whole
people in Sri Lanka but only a small
ruling class. This meant even by

the 12th Century A.D, Sinhala had
not become a full-fledged people’s
language yet. What you have been
led to believe as per your question
is pseudo history created before the
1970s.
After the 1970s even Sinhala
historians began to doubt the story
of Sri Lanka history starting with
the coming of Vijaya from North
India. Now our history books do not
start with the coming of Vijaya as
before; they start with the Stone Age
civilization, which was long prior
to (the fictitious) Vijaya landing
in Sri Lanka. Our history books
now accept permanent settlements,
agriculture, use of skills, use of
iron, urbanisation etc. took place on
this island before the coming of (the
fictitious) Vijaya. It is interesting to
note none of the books on ancient
history of any of the states in North
India refer to the emigration of
a person called Vijaya with 700
followers from their shores at any
time in their ancient history. Now
we start history from dates anterior
to the coming of (the fictitious)
Vijaya. Historically, it is more
plausible to believe Mahawamsa
written in Pali was a fiction written
for the glorification of Buddhism.
In fact, the author mentions so at
the end of every stanza.
So far our Sinhala historians
have not officially identified
who these people who lived in
this country before the coming
of (the fictitious) Vijaya were.
This is because any attempt to tell
the truth will be beneficial to the
Tamils and the pseudo history of
the Sinhalese hitherto purveyed
would get exposed! I am told there
was pressure recently to prevent
the author of “Demala Baudhayo”
bringing out a reprint of his book.
The importance of the 1970s and
the post 1970s period lies in the fact
scientific archaeological research
began to take place here from then
on. Not only that, but our local
researchers were helped by erudite
foreign archaeologists from France,
Germany, Britain and USA together
with UNESCO experts. The pseudo
Sinhala Buddhist historians found
it difficult to make progress due to
this.
There is now archaeological
evidence that prehistoric Stone Age
people lived on this island beginning
over 12,500 years ago according to
excavations made in Iranaimadu in
Kilinochchi District and in certain

areas in southern Sri Lanka. Dr.
Siran Deraniyagala brought these
matters out through his researches.
The Stone Age could be
generally divided into three periods
1. Paleolithic (Old Stone Age)
(Before 10,000 BC) 2. Mesolithic
(Middle Stone Age) (Between
10,000 BC and 8,000 BC) 3.
Neolithic (New Stone Age) (from
8,000 BC to 30,000 BC) (Greek –
lithos – Stone). In certain regions
the Mesolithic period may have
started even before 10,000 BC.
There is evidence from 30000
years ago the Mesolithic people
lived in our Hill Country as well
as the Low Lands. About 75 pieces
of evidence have been unearthed.
Also, there is evidence to show the
majority of these Mesolithic people
lived mainly in the northern and
eastern parts of Sri Lanka. They led
nomadic lives. Their advancement
in civilization is perceivable from
the findings in caves, hills and on
level ground.
They attribute close similarities
in lifestyle between these people
and those who lived in the South
of present Tamil Nadu. These are
confirmed by experts in the fields of
archaeology, humanities, philology,
and history. About 200 words found
in the Tamil language spoken by
these people were taken into the
Sinhala language later.
It has been authoritatively said
the stone implements used by our
Mesolithic people were the same as
those used in Thirunelveli District in
South India. According to Professor
Indrapala, this civilization spread
from South India to North Sri Lanka
and thereafter spread to other parts
of Sri Lanka.
Around 3,000 years ago the
early Iron Age was introduced to

this island. There, too, we see very
close similarities between what
was found in southern Tamil Nadu
and Sri Lanka. Vimala Begley who
conducted research in Kantharodai
in the 1970s concluded those who
inhabited the Jaffna Peninsula in
ancient times had a very close
relationship with the southern part
of present Tamil Nadu.
Their cultural affinity in Sri
Lanka extended from Kantharodai
up to Puttalam. Pomparipu in the
Puttalam District especially had
very close resemblance to what is
found in Kantharodai. Professor
Sudarshan Seneviratne, too, has
confirmed this finding. Professor
Indrapala also confirms the culture
of the Stone Age people in Sri
Lanka came within the ambit of the
South Indian cultural ambience of
that time.
Thus, the idea the early
inhabitants of Sri Lanka came from
North India is now not accepted. It
is agreed long before the time of
Mahawamsa, Sri Lanka enjoyed a
culture similar to South India, and
those ancients were the progenitors
of the present Sinhalese and Tamils.
Professor Senaka Bandaranayake
has said these ancients had no
ethnic differences but only cultural
differences. These differences, he
said, could have existed even before
the time of the visit of the so-called
Vijaya to the island. If we examine
the culture and life habits of the
ancient Stone Age people, they had
a habit of inscribing their name or
the names of those who shaped the
clay pots and utensils, on them. This
habit is seen to have existed both in
South India and Sri Lanka during
that period. This habit is not visible
To Be Continued In Next Issue
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There is no dearth of promises
and undertakings dished out by the
successive Sri Lankan Governments
and their opportunistic political
leaders since 1948 whose sole
intention and aim is to capture
the political power at any cost to
the interests of the nation and its
people.
Former
President
J.R.
Jayewardene heralded this practice
and habit with the slogan and
promise of (Dharmista rule) in 1977
vowing to follow and practise the
principle of (Pancha Seela), which
mainly focuses on non-violence
and ahimsa.
It is well known how these holy
principles were practised when
they were thrown overboard during
his rule from 1977 to 1989 when he
initiated and guided the genocide
and pogroms in 1977, 1981, 1983
and 1987 leaving thousands of
Tamils killed and injured with their
properties looted and set on fire by
the Buddhist Sinhalese mobs.
Thereafter, Sri Lanka plunged
into a full-blown civil war from
2006-2009, which harvested more
than 100,000 lives with thousands
of war widows and orphans. After
the brutal war in May 2009, there
were pledges, commitments and
undertakings from former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa followed by
Maithiripala Srisena including
the current President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and also from the
former Prime Minister Ranasinghe
Premadasa who made several
public promises among them the
promise of “To give everything
to Tamils except Tamil Eelam” in
1980 is notable.
However, the promises made
by the Sri Lankan leaders after
the war in 2009 need to be briefly
recapitulated as most of them
were directly made to UNHRC,
United Nations, European Union,
International Community and Word
Leaders. The life, duration and fate
of these promises is the main focus
of this article.
Former President Sirisena’s
promise in 2010 “to hold a war
victims day for all those who were
killed during the war” was casually
abandoned and insultingly changed
to: war heroes day celebrations”
confining it to the security forces
killed during the war, while
discarding the remembrance of more
than 100,000 innocent civilians
killed during the war as confirmed
by UN Special Rapporteurs. Thus,
the Tamil civilians’ souls were
ignored as being of lesser value,
which could be the reason for this
disrespectful act and omission.
Former Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremeinghe
and
former
President Maithiripala Sirisena
at first agreed to an international
investigative mechanism for the
human rights violations committed
during the brutal war, agreeing to
the participation of foreign and
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commonwealth judges, but later
changed it to allow them as foreign
observers. So far there is no sign
or word about setting up this or
any mechanism and it is as good
as dead. Viewing the current rule
of Rajapaksa who are accused of
having committed war crimes and
crimes against humanity etc. as
commanders under the Command
of Responsibility rule is only a
wishful thinking if the alleged
perpetrators will initiate criminal
investigations into the alleged war
crimes committed by them donning
the role of judge, jury and accused.
Former President Maithiripala
Sirisena promised in 2015 to release
civilians’ own lands occupied by

another one which is tottering and
limping and has becoming a farce
with only two political prisoners
being released on the Budhists’
Holy Posan Day by President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa recently.
Besides,
the
breaches
of
agreements,
pacts
and
understandings stand above top
of the other failings of Sri Lankan
Governments. The following are
the prominent ones among others:

the Sri Lankan forces in the North
and East within six months. This
promise still remains a dead letter
even with the current leaders.
Instead, more and more lands
are seized by intruding Buddhist
Monks and Buddhist Sinhalese
chauvinistic civilians with the
support of the Buddhist Sinhala
security forces. The promises made
by the former foreign minister
Mangals Samaraweera in 2018 to
hand over all civilian lands before
the end of 2018 with complete
resettlement was never carried out.
The promises to repeal and
replace the draconian Prevention
of Terrorism Act (PTA) made to
UNHRC, United Nations, European
Union, International Community
and other world leaders has
become stale and depleted while its
dreadful provisions are vigorously
implemented
against
critics,
journalists, human rights activists
and opposition politicians.
All the UNHRC resolutions
passed since 2012 against Sri Lanka,
including various UN Conventions
acceded by Sri Lanka notably the
Convention of Involuntary and
Enforced Disappearances, stands
tall among them which remains
intact and actionless. The only
symbolic step taken is the setting
up of the OMP Office which is
struggling between life and death
and is almost dysfunctional. The
Enforced Disappearances Act,
which was passed in 2018, also
remains in cold storage.
The promised release of more
than 258 Tamil political prisoners is

* Chandrika Bandaranayake’s
Peace Proposal of 1995

*Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam
Pact of 1957
* Dudly-Chelvanayakam
Agreement of 1965

Unfulfilled
Commitments
and Unending
Promises
* Ranil Wickremesinghe/LTTE
Ceasefire Agreement of 2002
* Ranil Wickremesinghe/LTTE
Oslo Accord of 2004
* Mahinda Rajapaksa’s promise
of 13+ in 2007
* Promise of an Upper House in
2009
The much welcomed “GOOD
GOVERNANCE”
of
Ranil/
Mithiripala [2015 – 2019]
ended in a complete fiasco and
smoke, being replaced by “BAD
GOVERNANCE” marked with
internal strife and power struggle
between Ranil and Maithiri as well
as corruption. The recent promises
of the government crown all of the
promises when President Gotabaya
stated in the UN General Assembly
on September 22, 2021, “We are
ready to engage with all domestic
stakeholders and obtain the support
of our international partners and
the UN. In this process, democratic
traditions are an integral part of our
way of life.” Earlier on 16th August
2021. The President stated: “We
are committed to work with the
UN to ensure accountability and
human developments to achieve
lasting peace and reconciliation,
and we are dedicated to resolving
the issues within the democratic
and legal frame to ensure justice
and reconciliation by implementing
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necessary
institutionalized
reforms.” It should be noted these
statements, which were made
outside of Sri Lanka, ring sweetly
for the whole world, particularly
the traumatized Tamils, but hiding
the fake sincerity and commitments
underlying these statements.
As usual and expected words or
statements do not possess any value
unless translated into action They
are normally made for the audience
at a particular location and time
only to be forgotten and ignored
after they are made. The recent
actions of the government belie the
promise to ensure accountability.
The blessing and support to the
“ONE COUNTRY ONE LAW”
promoter, a convicted, jailed
and pardoned Gnanasara Thero
being appointed to draft suitable
provisions to enforce his idea in
the proposed constitution is another
blow to the minority communities,
particularly the Muslims. There
is no doubt this controversial
appointment will only achieve
a permanent polarization and
disharmony among communities
making the needed reconciliation
a distant dream. The rewarding
of convicted, jailed, and later
pardoned alleged war criminals is
nothing new or surprising in the
Sri Lankan system, not to mention
the non-prosecution of alleged war
criminals. The recent appointment
of
Wasantha
Karannagoda
as governor of North Central
province, who is suspected for the
alleged abductions and alleged
disappearances of Tamils between
2008 – 2009m who is armed with
full impunity is one example of
how accountability and justice have
been maimed and trampled with
the help of a bi-partisan Attorney
General, who is supposed to be the
guardian of rule of law and human
rights. USA’s recent imposing of
travel ban on two officials, Chandra
Hettiarachchi who is alleged in the
disappearances of eleven Tamil
civilians and Sunil Ratnayake
convicted in the killing of eight
civilians in the North, has given
hopes for the victims of human
rights, particularly for the Tamil
victims confirmed by USA’s long
arm of accountability stretching
to lay its hands on human rights
violators living in any country with
freedom and enjoying impunity
without any punishment. Hope
the UK, and EU will adopt similar
sanctions for the human rights
violators in Sri Lanka, whatever
position they hold or held.
Viewing Sri Lanka’s hollow
and shallow promises and cavalier
treatment of accountability and
justice to the UN and/or the Security
Council owe an undeniable and
unavoidable duties and obligations
to ensure justice to the victimised
Tamils as well as initiating and
sponsoring a permanent political
settlement
guaranteeing
its
compliance by a dilly-dallying and
defaulting Sri Lanka.
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Canada, UK and US see rise in int’l
students’ enrollment

New research by the Mitchell
Institute at Victoria University
showed last month the numbers of
international students are heading
to the USA, Canada, and the UK
in record numbers despite the
COVID-19 pandemic. While these
countries are experiencing higher
numbers of international student
admissions, Australia and New
Zealand have seen a significant
drop in international applications.
As per the records, the major study

abroad destinations experienced a
decline in international students’
enrollment after the outbreak of the
first wave of the pandemic. Now
that the countries have removed
restrictions on international travel,
more students are willing to travel
abroad for higher education.
According to the survey, students
from China are still applying in
lesser numbers than what was prepandemic but for India and Nigeria,
the numbers are at record levels.

As per the records of new student
visas granted by different countries
from 2018 to 2021, the UK has
recovered the strongest. New
international student enrollment in
the UK is 38 percent higher than
pre-COVID.
The new visas issued to students
in the US, the UK, Australia, and
New Zealand in 2020 experienced
a decrease of more than 80 percent.
By September 2021, the US, the
UK, and Canada bounced to a record
level for student visa allotment.
Students from Nigeria have
applied in massive numbers to
study in the UK. New international
students from India applying
for higher studies abroad have
increased by 27 percent.
Indian students in the UK have
increased by more than double
which is around 174 percent.

Ontario AG raises concerns about
colleges’ reliance on int’l students

The colleges in Ontario
province are becoming increasingly
dependent on international student
fees for financial stability, according
to a new report from the province’s
auditor general. The report that
was released last month calls the
funding formula “risky.”
“Such a high percentage, 68
percent of the tuition fee from
international
students,”
says
Auditor General Bonnie Lysyk.
“If the borders are closed, if
there’s a country where there’s an
issue that Canada has, and they stop
sending their students or allowing
their students to come, then the
financial viability of some of the
colleges in Ontario comes into

question.”Lysyk warns the Ministry
of Colleges and Universities doesn’t
have a safety net for schools if, and
when, there is a sudden decline in
international students. President
and CEO of Loyalist College, Ann
Marie Vaughan, says 38 percent of
Loyalist’s students are international
and nine out of 10 of them are
travelling from India.
“It brings with it a measure of
risk, and the pandemic is a great
example of that,” says Vaughan.
“As we see borders close, or
changes in the patterns for students
to be able to get here, that obviously
impacts and adds an element of risk
to our planning.”At St. Lawrence
College, the pandemic meant the

percentage of international students
attending the school dropped from
roughly 25 percent to 17 percent.
However, increasing the number of
international students has become a
long-term goal of the school, in its
effort to become world-renowned
and diverse.The auditor general also
notes in the report Ontario provides
the lowest amount of funding for
full-time domestic students out of
all Canadian provinces.

Australia reopens to foreign students

Australia reopened borders to
vaccinated foreign students and
skilled migrants last month after
a nearly two-year ban on their entry,
in a bid to boost an economy hit by
stop-start COVID-19 lockdowns
and restart international travel. The
emergence of the new Omicron
variant forced officials to delay
the reopening by two weeks after
health officials sought a temporary
pause to get more information about
the strain, which so far appears to
show milder symptoms than other
COVID-19 variants. Australia has
inoculated nearly 90 percent of its
population above 16 with two doses
and shortened the wait time for
booster shots after the emergence
of the Omicron cases. Prime

Minister Scott Morrison, who had
been deemed a casual contact after
attending an event last week with
a COVID-infected person, said he
has been cleared to fly interstate
to Queensland after negative test
results.Australia closed its borders
in March 2020 in a bid to contain
the spread of the new coronavirus
and had limited the number of
citizens and permanent residents
allowed entry.
The relaxation of border rules is
expected to ease labour shortages,
which threaten to hamper an
economic rebound. The return of
foreign students, who are worth
about A$35 billion ($25 billion)
a year to the Australian economy,
will help businesses to fill many

casual jobs. More than 235,000
foreigners, including about 160,000
students, held visas for Australia
at the end of October, official data
showed.
The easing in travel rules
comes as the state of New South
Wales, home to Sydney, lifted most
restrictions starting December
15 for the unvaccinated, despite
a steady rise in Omicron infections
after a staggered reopening. The
state logged 1,360 new cases, the
biggest daily increase in more
than three months and since
a nearly four-month lockdown
ended in early October. Australia
has recorded about 235,500 cases
and 2,117 deaths since the pandemic
began.

Canada extends online
study eligibility period
for PGWP applicants

Canada has now extended
the period that international
students will be allowed
to study online for PGWP
until Aug 31, 2022 instead
of December 31, 2021. The
country had previously allowed
international students to do 100
percent of their studies online
and still get a Post Graduation
Work Permit (PGWP). This
move was made in 2020 to let
international students affected
by the pandemic still be eligible
for the PGWP.
The rule will apply to students
even if they are completing two
study provided the programs
started or going on between
March 2020 and summer 2022.
The study programs must
be offered by an eligible
Designated Learning Institution
(DLI) and meet other PGWP
requirements. The shortest
eligible length of a program is
eight months.
The time spent on studying
outside Canada post-August
31, 2022, and any time spent
before applying for a study
permit would not be counted
toward the length of a PGWP.
In case the study program is
more than eight months and less
than two years, the PGWP’s
validity matches the length of
the program.
If it is more than two years,
the PGWP’s validity may go up
to three years.
The length of the program is
crucial for the PGWP eligibility
and also in determining how
long the PGWP will remain
valid.
The PGWP is an open
work permit, meaning, an
international
student
can
work for any employer in any
occupation in Canada. This is a
one-time provision that cannot
be renewed or extended.
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Wales sees 19 percent increase in
non-EU student enrollment

With countries now beginning to
lay emphasis on their international
education sector and ensuring their
respective countries are among
the top for those looking to study
abroad, many new countries have
become the centre of attraction for
such students.
UCAS data recently revealed
Wales continues to be one of

the attractive destinations for
international students, with an
increase of 19 percent in the number
of non-EU students enrolling in
Welsh universities and institutes.
During the latest admission
cycle in 2021, a total of 1,875
undergraduate non-EU students
enrolled in different Welsh
universities, the UCAS statistics

revealed, which is 19 percent higher
than 2020. Whereas EU students
accepting admission in one of the
Welsh universities have dropped
significantly to a mere 370, which
is far less than 1,115 students that
enrolled in 2020.
However, while a significant
decline had been witnessed in EU
student numbers, Global Wales,
which is an international partnership
between British Council Wales,
Welsh Government, the Higher
Education Funding Council for
Wales, and the Universities Wales,
pointed out the increase in non-EU
numbers was the largest among the
other UK nations and is part of the
broader positive trends.
In addition to the rise in nonEU student enrollment numbers, a
significant rise in the total number

of applicants in Welsh universities
has also been observed. As per
Global Wales, 11,625 applicants
from England enrolled in Welsh
universities, which is a 1.5 percent
increase over the same time last
year.
Global Wales Chair, Iwan Davies,
pointed out despite the effects
and challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, the rise in international
student numbers across Wales has
been an encouraging sight. As per
HESA 2019-20 statistics, a total
of 21,990 international students
had travelled to the country, out of
whom, 5,805 were EU citizens.
Media reports stated among the
priority regions for 2021, the US,
India and Vietnam are the priority
countries; meanwhile, the EU
became the fourth priority region.

Funeral home offering
Toronto's universities
mental health support to
revert to remote
int’l
students
learning

Last month universities in
Toronto announced a return to
virtual classes until late January,
all due to the surging wave of
Omicron. “From the start of term
until January 23, all classes will be
delivered in a remote format unless
it is essential that they be delivered
in-person,”
York
University
President and Vice-Chancellor
Rhonda Lenton told the school’s
55,000 students in an update.
“While the rapid spread of
Omicron is daunting, further
information is expected over the
next couple of weeks about this
variant in regards to its likely
trajectory.”
The University of Toronto said
on December 17 it will not be

holding in-person exams, and inperson learning is on hold until
January 31.
“The decision to cancel or
defer in-person exams and delay
in-person learning was not made
lightly, but it is a necessary step
to safeguard the health of our
students and all members of the
U of T community,” said Trevor
Young, the university’s acting
vice-president and provost.
“We know how important inperson teaching and learning is for
community members, and we look
forward to welcoming them back
on campus in the new-year,” said U
of T President Meric Gertler, who
also stressed the move was made
“out of an abundance of caution.”

The owners of an Ontariobased funeral home company have
launched a mental health support
group for international students after
a noticing a startling rise in suicides
among those coming from India
to study. Owner Kamal Bhardwaj
said last month he has noticed the
number of student suicides has
been steadily increasing over the
past couple of years. After helping
families organize the funerals,
Bhardwaj said he had to find a way
to help."Some of these parents don't
believe their loved one has passed
away and even some of them go on
a hunger strike until they see their
loved one arrived back so it's just
breaking my heart, and I had to do
something," Bhardwaj said.
Bhardwaj launched a mental
health support group, in partnership
with Punjabi Community Health
Services in Brampton, Ontario last
summer for international students
called Sunoh Charity, which means

"to listen" in Hindi. He explained
the group works to raise awareness
and educate international students
about what mental health resources
are available to them and how they
can get help in addition to resources
on settling and succeeding while
studying in Canada.
About 4,000 people die by
suicide each year in Canada, but
it's unclear how many of them are
international students or recent
graduates. According to Statistics
Canada, the number of international
students in Canada has grown from
410,585 in 2016 to 638,960 in 2019,
with roughly 34 percent of them
being from India.
A recent report from nonprofit One Voice Canada, found
international students have been
pushed to the brink during the
COVID-19 pandemic, with the
economic and social impact of
the pandemic exacerbating these
problems further.
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Parents education might
influence children's study
options

The findings of a recent study have shown if
one of your parents has studied STEM (science,
technology, engineering or math), there's a high
chance you will also choose one of these options
for graduation. The research was published last
month in the “Social Science Research Journal.”
Sociology researchers--second-year doctoral
student Ned Tilbrook and associate professor
Dara Shifrer--found students whose parents had
a bachelor's degree in STEM are not only more
likely to choose and persist in a STEM major
than students whose parents had no bachelor's
degree, but they are also significantly more
likely to choose and persist in a STEM major
than students whose parents had graduated with
a degree in some other field.

Tilbrook and Shrifer call this STEM-specific
cultural capital. They suggested parents passed
it on to their children through a variety of ways:
engaging in activities or conversations on
scientific topics; fostering a home environment
that values STEM and thereby ingraining
the values, attitudes and academic work
habits needed to succeed in STEM fields; and
encouraging their kids to participate in mathand science-focused extracurricular activities.
What happened at home then had an impact
on their experience at school with teachers
rewarding them with more challenging work
and leading to good grades, higher test scores
and ultimately degrees. Tilbrook added parents
with STEM degrees may be better suited to
communicate the value of STEM majors and
prepare their children for common barriers along
the way such as the so-called "weeding-out"
introductory science courses in college.
"Talking to faculty in STEM fields, they
have this idea that it all happens meritocratically
where people who have the most natural ability
end up in a STEM major and do well in it,"
Shifrer said. "STEM majors shouldn't only be
accessible to kids whose parents also majored in
it," she concluded.

Adopting plant-based diet
relieves migraine symptoms

Physicians have recently found it’s
worthwhile to adopt a plant-based diet that is
rich in dark green leafy vegetables for those
who are suffering from the symptoms of chronic
migraines. This study was published online in
the “BMJ Case Reports Journal.”
The recommendation comes after they
treated a man who had endured severe migraine
headaches without aura for more than 12 years.
He had tried prescribed medicines (Zolmitriptan
and Topiramate); cutting out potential “trigger”
foods, including chocolate, cheese, nuts,
caffeine, and dried fruit; and yoga and meditation
in a bid to blunt the severity and frequency of his
headaches. Nothing had worked.
Over one billion people worldwide have
migraines, characterized as one-sided, pulsating
headaches lasting 4-72 hours, and often
accompanied by sensitivity to noise and light and

sometimes prodromal
auras. Migraines are
either episodic (fewer
than 15 days a month)
or chronic (15 or more
migraine days a month
plus migraine features
on at least 8 days of the
month).
Six months before
his
clinic
referral,
the man's migraines
had become chronic,
occurring on 18-24
days of every month.
His headaches were
accompanied by sensitivity to light and sound,
nausea, and vomiting. On a scale of 0-10, he
scored the pain severity as 10-12 out of 10.
Blood tests revealed he didn't have high levels
of systemic inflammation, and he had a normal
level of beta-carotene (53 ug/dl).
This was likely derived from his daily
consumption of sweet potatoes, which, although
high in beta-carotene, are relatively low in the
nutrients responsible for the anti-inflammatory
and antioxidant properties of carotenoids, pointed
out the report authors. These are instead found
in dark green leafy vegetables, such as spinach,
kale, and watercress. Systemic inflammation
and oxidative stress are implicated in migraine.
The report authors advised the man to adopt
the Low Inflammatory Foods Everyday (LIFE)
diet, a nutrient-dense, whole-food, plant-based
diet.

Childhood trauma
increases risk of
opioid abuse

According to new research from the
University of Georgia, young adults who
experienced trauma in childhood are more at
risk for misusing prescription opioids. The
study, which was recently published in the
Journal of American College Health, supports
arguments to expand opioid risk screeners to
include adverse childhood experiences.
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)
describe a range of stressors, some more
severe than others, that can lead to negative
health outcomes as an adult. These can range
from having divorced parents to experiencing
domestic violence or food insecurity.
Previous studies have linked childhood
trauma to chronic health conditions, chronic
pain, mental health conditions and health risk
behaviours, including illicit drug use. However,
it's unclear whether ACEs might influence
prescription drug misuse and, in particular,
prescription opioid misuse.
"People tend to use painkillers in different
ways. Some of us are more welcoming to
using medications to manage pain. Others are
not. There is not much in the literature on pain
tolerance," said study author Janani Thapa, an
associate professor in UGA's College of Public
Health.
Opioid misuse is growing among young
adults ages 18 to 25, now outpacing abuse
among other groups. Could adverse childhood
experiences play a role in how young adults
manage pain and opioid use? To explore this
question, the researchers surveyed 1,402
college students from a large southeast
university. Nearly two-thirds of participants
reported having at least one adverse childhood
experience.Compared to participants with no
adverse childhood experiences, those who
reported zero to three ACEs were almost
two times more likely to be at risk for opioid
misuse. Participants who reported four or more
ACEs had almost three times greater risk.
On the other hand, 78.8 percent of
participants reported having at least one past or
current health condition, which Thapa says is a
key pathway connecting ACEs and opioid use
because having some sort of health condition
or injury is typically the first time a student
would be exposed to an opioid.
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Extroverts may have better
financial outcomes

According to new research by the University
of Georgia, your personality might have a big
impact on financial decision-making and risktaking. The findings of the research have been
published in the “Personality and Individual
Differences Journal.”
In the new study, psychology student Jim
Exley investigated the "Big Five" personality
traits: openness, conscientiousness, extroversion,

agreeableness, and neuroticism (OCEAN).
He and a team of researchers identified three
distinct combinations of traits with financial
outcomes, specifying resilient, over controlled
and under controlled personality profiles that
are associated with risk-taking and money
management behaviours.
Exley was drawn to this research after
working in the financial services industry for
25 years, where he encountered people's varied
approaches to finances firsthand. No one money
personality was quite the same.
"The industry requires us to measure this
thing called risk, but I was talking to people
and understood that there's more to somebody's
financial life than just their risk tolerance," he said.
This epiphany led him to begin studying under
W. Keith Campbell, professor of psychology in
UGA's Franklin College of Arts and Sciences.
Campbell was the one who suggested personality

Household works can
lead to sharper memory

A recent study has found older adults who do
household works may have a sharper memory,
attention span, better leg strength and greater
protection against falls. The findings of the
study were published in the open-access journal
“BMJ Open.” They were independent of other
regular recreational and workplace physical
activities and active commuting.Regular
physical activity is good for maintaining optimal
physical and mental health. Among older adults,
it curbs the risks of long-term conditions, falls,
immobility, dependency, and death. Yet global
monitoring data indicate in 2016, physical
activity was well below recommended weekly
levels and had budged little in a decade, with
people in high-income countries more than
twice as likely to be couch potatoes as those
in low-income countries.Given that housework
involves physical activity and is an indicator of
the ability to live independently, the researchers
wanted to explore whether doing the household
chores might contribute to healthy ageing and

boost physical and mental capacity among older
adults in a wealthy country. They included 489
randomly selected adults, aged between 21 and
90, with fewer than five underlying conditions
and no cognitive issues. All of them were living
independently in one large residential town in
Singapore and able to carry out routine daily
tasks. Participants were divided into two age
bands: 21-64-year-olds (249; average age 44),
classified as “younger”; and 65-90-year-olds
(240; average age 75), classified as “older.”
Walking (gait) speed and sit-to-stand speed
from a chair (indicative of leg strength and
falls risk) were used to assess physical ability.
Validated tests were used to assess mental agility
(short and delayed memory, visuospatial ability,
language, and attention span) and physiological
factors linked to falls.
Participants were quizzed about the intensity
and frequency of household chores they regularly
did, as well as how many other types of physical
activity in which they engaged.

might be at the root of the differences that Exley
had noticed in his profession. Their research
took off from there.
For Exley's study, the team surveyed 395
participants about personality, financial risk
tolerance, net worth, and happiness. The
largest profile was the Over Controlled group,
which exhibited high agreeableness and
conscientiousness but low extroversion. These
people didn't like risk, so they avoided activities
that are risky but could grow their wealth, like
investing in the stock market.
The other two profiles were more tolerant of
risk. The next largest, the Resilient group, were
generally well-adjusted and stable people; they
were extroverted, open and agreeable, and not
very neurotic. These profiles were associated
with more successful financial outcomes because
while they didn't avoid risks, they also didn't take
too many.

COVID during pregnancy
doesn't harm baby's
brain

COVID-19 of mild to moderate severity in
pregnant women appears to have no effect on
the brain of the developing fetus, according to
a recent study. The study was presented at the
annual meeting of the Radiological Society
of North America (RSNA). Two years into the
pandemic, there is evidence pregnant women
are more vulnerable to the SARS-CoV-2 virus
that causes COVID-19. However, little is
known about the possible consequences for an
unborn child if the mother is infected during
pregnancy. The likelihood and impact of vertical
transmission, meaning the passage of the virus
from the mother to the foetus, remains unclear.
"Women infected with SARS-CoV-2 during
pregnancy are concerned that the virus may
affect the development of their unborn child, as
is the case with some other viral infections," said
study senior author Sophia Stocklein from the
Department of Radiology at Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich in Germany.
Stocklein and her colleagues used foetal MRI
to study 33 patients with COVID-19 infection
during pregnancy. The patients were roughly 28
weeks into their pregnancies, on average, with
symptom onset occurring at a mean of just over
18 weeks into the pregnancy. The most common
maternal symptoms were loss or a reduced
sense of smell and taste, dry cough, fever,
and shortness of breath.Two board-certified
radiologists with several years of experience
in foetal MRI evaluated the scans. They found
the brain development in the assessed areas
was age-appropriate in all foetuses. There were
no findings indicative of infection of the foetal
brain.As part of that protection, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
recommends vaccination for all people ages 12
and older, including women who are pregnant or
thinking about getting pregnant. The CDC notes
the vaccine can protect against severe illness.
The researchers will be following the patients
over the next five years, including detailed
neonatal assessment, as well as assessment of
neurological development.
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NASA launches mission to explore
universe’s most dramatic objects
SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGY

NASA’s
Imaging
X-ray
Polarimetry
Explorer
(IXPE)
mission was launched on December
9 on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
from NASA’s Kennedy Space
Center in Florida. A joint effort
with the Italian Space Agency, the
IXPE Observatory is NASA’s first
mission dedicated to measuring
the polarization of X-rays from
the most extreme and mysterious
objects in the universe - supernova
remnants, supermassive black
holes, and dozens of other highenergy objects.
“IXPE
represents
another
extraordinary first,” said Thomas
Zurbuchen, associate administrator

for the Science Mission Directorate
at
NASA
Headquarters
in
Washington.
He
continued,
“Together with our partners in Italy
and around the world, we’ve added
a new space observatory to our fleet
that will shape our understanding of
the universe for years to come.”
The rocket performed as
expected, with spacecraft separation
taking place 33 minutes into the
flight. Approximately one minute
later, the spacecraft unfurled its
solar arrays.
IXPE entered its orbit around
Earth’s equator at an altitude of
approximately 372 miles (600
kilometres). About 40 minutes after

launch, mission operators received
the first spacecraft telemetry data.
“It is an indescribable feeling to
see something you’ve worked on
for decades become real and launch
into space,” said Martin Weisskopf,
IXPE’s principal investigator at
NASA’s Marshall Space Flight
Center in Huntsville, Alabama.
Weisskopf came up with the
idea for the spacecraft and has
conducted seminal experiments in
X-ray astronomy since the 1970s.
IXPE carries three state-of-theart space telescopes with special
polarization-sensitive
detectors.
Polarization is a property of light
that holds clues to the environment

&

from which the light originates.
The new mission builds on
and complements the scientific
discoveries of other telescopes
including the Chandra X-ray
Observatory, NASA’s flagship
X-ray telescope. First light
operations are scheduled to begin in
January.
Ball Aerospace in Broomfield,
Colorado provided the spacecraft and
manages spacecraft operations at the
University of Colorado Boulder’s
Laboratory for Atmospheric and
Space Physics. NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
Maryland manages the Explorers
Programmme.

Dinosaur tail found in Chile stuns scientists
of Chile.The
osteoderms-structures of
bony plaques
located in the
dermal layers
of the skin-were aligned
on
either
side of the
tail, making
it
resemble
a large fern.

Chilean
paleontologists
presented their findings last month
on a dinosaur discovered three years
ago in Patagonia, which they said
had a highly unusual tail that has
stumped researchers. The remains
of the Stegouros elengassen were
discovered during excavations in
2018 at Cerro Guido, a site known
to harbour numerous fossils, by
a team who believed they were
dealing with an already known
species of dinosaur until they
examined its tail.
"That was the main surprise,"
said Alexander Vargas, one of
the paleontologists. "The tail
was covered with seven pairs of
osteoderms ... producing a weapon
absolutely different from anything
we know in any dinosaur," added
the researcher during a presentation
of the discovery at the University

Paleontologists have discovered 80
percent of the dinosaur's skeleton
and estimate the animal lived in the
area 71 to 74.9 million years ago. It
was about two meters (almost seven
feet) long, weighed 150 kilograms
(330 pounds) and was an herbivore.
According to the scientists,
who published their research in
the journal Nature, the animal
could represent a hitherto unknown
lineage of armoured dinosaur never
seen in the southern hemisphere but
already identified in the northern
part of the continent."We don't
know why (the tail) evolved. We
do know that within armoured
dinosaur groups there seems to be a
tendency to independently develop
different osteoderm-based defence
mechanisms," said Sergio Soto,
another member of the team.

The Cerro Guido area, in the
The finds there allowed the
Las Chinas valley, 3,000 km (1,800 scientists to surmise present-day
miles) south of Santiago, stretches America and Antarctica were close
for 15 kilometres. Various rock to each other millions of years ago.
outcrops contain numerous fossils.

Paris' taxi firm suspends Tesla
Model 3 after fatal crash

Paris' largest taxi firm, G7,
suspended the use of Tesla Model 3
cars last month in its fleet, after one
was involved in a fatal accident.
One person was killed and another
20 injured after a driver lost control
of the vehicle.
Tesla has denied any technical
problem with the car, which has
self-driving features such as
automatic steering.
Paris prosecutors have opened
an investigation into charges of
manslaughter and unintentional
injury.On December 15, France's
Transport Minister Jean-Baptiste
Djebbari also said there was
no suggestion, at this stage, the
accident was linked to a technical
problem. Tesla Europe's chief
executive told the minister there
had been no safety alerts about
the model when they spoke
on December 14.The accident
involved an off-duty taxi driver
who had been taking his family to

a restaurant, reports say. French
media said the vehicle struck two
pedestrians, a traffic light, and a
van. Tesla's assistive technology
allows its vehicles to automatically
steer, accelerate and brake.The
firm has been accused of being
misleading, since the technology
does not automatically drive the
car, and drivers are required to
maintain control and attention
at all times. Tesla has marketed
the feature as an "Autopilot" and
promised "full self-driving,” which
is now available to some users in
a beta version.Users have abused
the system frequently in the past,
with examples ranging from using
their phones while the car drives
unattended to switching car seats
and leaving no driver at the wheel.
Earlier this year, US authorities
opened an official investigation into
the Autopilot system, following 11
Tesla crashes since 2018 involving
emergency vehicles.
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Researchers track neurons that
make humans social

A team of researchers from the
University of Geneva studied the
neurobiological mechanisms to
find the motivation to indulge in
social interactions is the activation
of dopaminergic neurons. The
study was published in the “Nature
Neuroscience Journal” last month.
These results will make it
possible to study physiologically
the possible dysfunctions of these
neurons in diseases affecting
social interactions such as autism,
schizophrenia or depression. Social
interaction is an integral part of our

daily lives, although the intention
to interact with others requires
an effort to act. So why do we do
it? What is the mechanism behind
the motivation we feel to engage
with others? To identify which
neurobiological circuit is the basis
of social interaction, a team from
the UNIGE and a member of the
National Centre of Competence
in Research (NCCR) Synapsy,
observed what happened in the
brains of mice seeking contact with
their conspecific.
“In order to observe which
neurons are activated during social

interaction, we taught mice to
perform a simple task that allows
them to enter in contact with
their fellow mouse,” explained
Camilla Bellone, professor in the
Department of Basic Neuroscience
at the UNIGE Faculty of Medicine
and director of the NCCR Synapsy.
Two mice were placed in
two different compartments and
separated by a door. When the first
mouse pressed a lever, the door
opened temporarily, allowing social
contact to be established with the
second mouse through a grid.
“As the experiment progressed,
the mouse understood that it had
to press the lever to join its fellow
mouse. With this task, we can
measure the effort the mice are
willing to put to engage in interaction
with conspecifics,” continued
Clement Solie, a researcher in
Camilla Bellone’s team.
Using electrodes, the scientists
measured the activation of neurons.
These neurons release dopamine-the so-called pleasure molecule-which is crucial for several
motivated behaviours. The Geneva
team will now focus its research
on the study of these psychological
illnesses via the functioning of these
neurobiological mechanisms.

RNA-based breath test developed by
scientists to detect COVID-19

Investigators have reported
on the design and testing of a
breathalyzer, known as the Bubbler
that relies on viral RNA detection
to diagnose SARS-CoV-2. Its name
is derived from the bubbling sound
that occurs when the patient exhales
into the device. The findings were
published in a new study in The
Journal of Molecular Diagnostics,
published by Elsevier last month.
The Bubbler not only reverse
transcribes RNA from airborne
virus particles into DNA to be
tested via PCR but can also barcode
that DNA, allowing samples to
be linked directly to the patient
they have come from and be used
for sequencing. It can be used for

simultaneous batches of pooled
samples and provides additional
information such as viral load
and strain identity and eliminates
the need for stabilising a sample,
potentially allowing the assay to be
performed at home.
“Involvement of the lower
respiratory tract is often a precursor
to severe COVID-19, so there
is an argument for a more direct
sampling focused on exhaled
breath,” explained lead investigator
William G. Fairbrother, PhD,
professor in the department of
molecular biology, cell biology and
biochemistry at Brown University
in Providence, RI, USA.
Virus detection by the Bubbler

is similar to a hospital-swab PCR
test; however, it is a better measure
of risk of contagion as it detects
airborne viral particles. Swab tests
can return a positive result for
months after infection as they detect
viral RNA fragments in cells that
persist in previously infected cells.
The Bubbler can also be adapted
for environmental sampling in
hospitals, transportation hubs, and
closed environments like offices,
ships, and planes, the investigators
report.
Seventy patients treated in the
Emergency Department of Rhode
Island Hospital between May 2020
and January 2021 were screened.
The study tested samples from
three points in the respiratory tract.
Tongue scrapes from the mouth
(saliva/tongue scrapes) and from 15
seconds of exhaled breath collected
in the Bubbler were compared
to those from a conventional
nasopharyngeal swab PCR test. The
study determined SARS-CoV-2 can
be readily detected in the breath
and is more predictive of lower
respiratory tract involvement.
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“Metaverse” hype
fuels booming
digital property
market

The idea of spending
millions on non-existent land
may sound ludicrous, but
feverish predictions of a virtual
reality future are pushing
investors to bet big on digital
real estate. New York-based
company Republic Realm
announced last month it had
spent a record-breaking $4.3
million on digital land through
The Sandbox, one of several
“virtual
world”
websites
where people can socialise,
play games and even attend
concerts.
That came hot on the
heels of a $2.4-million land
purchase in late November on
a rival platform, Decentraland,
by Canadian crypto company
Tokens.com. Days before that,
Barbados announced plans to
open a “metaverse embassy”
in Decentraland.
Such
websites
bill
themselves as a prototype of
the metaverse, a future internet
where online experiences like
chatting to a friend would
eventually feel face-to-face
thanks to virtual reality (VR)
headsets. “Metaverse” has
been a Silicon Valley buzzword
for months, but interest soared
in October after Facebook’s
parent company renamed itself
“Meta” as it shifts its focus
towards VR.
The Facebook rebrand
“introduced
the
term
‘metaverse’ to millions of
people a lot faster than I would
have ever imagined,” said
Cathy Hackl, a tech consultant
who
advises
companies
on entering the metaverse.
According to crypto data
site Dapp, land worth more
than $100 million has sold
in the past week across the
four largest metaverse sites,
The Sandbox, Decentraland,
CryptoVoxels, and Somnium
Space.
For Hackl, it’s unsurprising
the market is booming,
spawning an entire ecosystem
around virtual real estate, from
rents to land developers.
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Number of homes sold in
B.C. sets new annual record

The number of homes sold in British
Columbia annually has hit a new high in 2021,
even with one month of data is yet to come.
According to data from the British Columbia
Real Estate Association, the yearly sales total
through to the end of November was 117,965
units, surpassing the previous record of 112,425
units sold in 2016.
The record number of sales may seem to
contradict reports of record low inventory, but
Ogmundson says both can be true at the same
time. BCREA's chief economist, Brendon
Ogmundson, said a high volume of sales in the
first half of the year helped push the number up.
"We were setting records basically in every
market of the province in terms of sales all
through the spring. It settled down through the
summer, and now we're starting to see some
momentum in sales again."
According to the data, the average price of a

home in British Columbia is now just shy of a
million dollars at $993,922, up 22.1 percent from
the average of $814,310 from November 2020.
He said pandemic-induced relocation demand is
a big factor in the price surge, especially when it
comes to people moving out of Vancouver.
Average home prices in Chilliwack
($794,6050,) the Fraser Valley ($1,107,374)
and Victoria ($987,970) continue to close the
gap on the average Greater Vancouver home
($1,241,774). Currently, there are just over
16,000 homes listed for sale in all of British
Columbia Ogmundson said; normally, the
Vancouver area alone has that many listings.
Victoria and the Capital Region District
is the tightest market in the province with
just 672 active listings for a population of
400,000. Ogmundsaon said part of the issue
there is people who retire to the Victoria area
seldom move away.

Authorities concerned in Quebec have
intensified their drive to evict tenants and
retake housing units for a second straight year,
the housing rights group Regroupement des
comités logement et associations de locataires
du Québec (RCLALQ) said last month. The
group said housing committees in the province
processed about 875 files concerning evictions
or reclamations of homes this year, an increase
of 50 percent over 2020.
According to data compiled by the groups, the
vast majority of cases are in Montreal and involve
new owners who acquired buildings within the
past three years. Roy-Allard mentioned many
evictions affect people who have been living in
their homes for more than a decade and pay rents
below the provincial average of $844 a month.
Those who are evicted often must find new
homes at a much higher rent and cut their basic
expenses to absorb the hike, he said.
The phenomenon is also seen outside the
city. Since the beginning of the year, ActionLogement Lanaudière has counted more than 90

cases of landlords retaking rented units, versus
five or 10 cases a year on average. RCLALQ
has once again asked the Quebec Government
to put measures in place to protect renters from
evictions and rent hikes, including a national
rent registry allowing renters to compare prices
over the years.
Municipal Affairs and Housing Minister
Andrée Laforest rejected the idea in September
after an analysis concluded legislation already
exists to protect renters from abusive rent
increases. Asked about RCLALQ’s demands, the
minister’s office said there has been a 33 percent
decrease in requests for evictions at the Tribunal
administratif du logement since last spring when
a section about these types of requests was added
to the TAL’s website.
RCLALQ is also demanding the retaking
of housing units in sectors with vacancy rates
below three percent be prohibited, and for other
areas an indemnity of 12 months of rent be given
to renters when a unit is retaken.

Residents of Preston in the USA are being
asked to give their opinions about a new
affordable housing plan. This is in response to
state legislation that calls for all cities and towns
to complete a five-year affordable housing plan
by June 1. The Planning and Zoning Commission
is working with Carly Holzschuh, a planner
with the Southeastern Connecticut Council
of Governments, to write the new plan, which
will specify how the town will address housing
needs.
The commission is seeking residents’ input
through a new survey posted on the town website,
preston-ct.org. According to a news release
provided by Holzschuh, affordable housing means
families earning 80 percent or less of the area’s
median income pay no more than 30 percent of
their income for housing. For Preston and other
towns in southeastern Connecticut, a single person
making less than $56,000 a year, or a family of four
making less than $80,000 a year would qualify.
Amid ripple effects from COVID-19, singlefamily median home sale prices in Preston have

increased from $222,500 in 2019 to $291,450
in 2020, a 31 percent increase in one year,
according to the Eastern Connecticut Association
of Realtors, making housing affordability
and supply a pressing challenge in the region,
Holzschuh said.
The survey asks residents for their thoughts
on town demographics, their vision for the
future of their community, and if they have had
any hardships paying their rent or mortgage,
especially due to COVID-19. The first five
questions ask residents whether they agree,
strongly agree, disagree, or strongly disagree on
issues such as whether Preston should seek to
attract young families to town, whether young
families “are a sign of a thriving community”
and whether senior citizens wishing to downsize
should have affordable housing options in town.
The survey continues with open-ended
questions on what residents “love about living in
Preston” and what challenges homeowners face
in town and whether they struggle to pay rent or
mortgages.

Evictions increase in Quebec,
housing rights group says

Opinions of Preston residents
on affordable housing sought

Home construction
in US rebounds
11.8 percent in November

Continued strong demand to boost
builder confidence even with the slower
winter season approaching helped new
home construction in the U.S. rebound 11.8
percent in November. The double-digit
percentage increase in November left home
construction at a seasonally adjusted annual
rate of 1.68 million units, an 8.3 percent
increase from the rate at this time last year,
the Commerce Department reported last
month.
October's home construction number was
revised downward slightly to 1.5 million
units from 1.52 million units, said the report
released on December 16. Applications
for building permits, a barometer of future
activity, rose 3.6 percent in November to
1.71 million units and is 0.9 percent above
the rate in November of 2020.
Construction of both single-family
homes and apartments were strong in
November, with both seeing low doubledigit percentage increases beginning in
October. Despite increase in November,
single-family housing starts are still down
0.8 percent from November of last year.
Although the big jump in November after
a somewhat sideways movement the past
few months suggests the housing market is
still strong, economists are reluctant to put
too much weight in the volatile monthly
housing starts data. Construction activity
by region saw the largest increase in the
Northeast which rose 27.5 percent, followed
by the South's 18.4 percent gain. Building in
the West rose 5.1 percent, while activity in
the Midwest declined 7.3 percent.
A monthly survey of builder sentiment
released on December 15 by the National
Association of Home Builders and Wells
Fargo showed sentiment improved for the
fourth straight month, inching up to 84 in
December from 83 in November. The index
hit a record reading of 90 last November.
Demand for new houses remains strong,
but finding workers, predicting prices and
supply chain shortages and delays are still
tripping up builders, the NAHB said. The
lack of available homes for sale, new and
old, has pushed prices to record levels.
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UK house price boom
likely to end in 2022

The boom in UK house prices is
likely to continue through this year
according to Halifax as household
finances
become
increasingly
stretched. The mortgage lender said
last month it expected the red-hot
increases in average house prices
that have been occurring over the
last two years-–eight percent so far
this year and six percent in 2020-–to
end, with the growth forecast to be
“broadly flat” in 2022.
The Bank of England raised
interest rates on December 16 for
the first time since the start of the
coronavirus pandemic from 0.1
percent to 0.25 percent, and signalled
further increases in the months
ahead, potentially dampening the
appetite for spending as budgets
come under strain.
The Bank made its move after the
Office for National Statistics said
UK inflation jumped to a 10-year
high of 5.1 percent in November as
the price of petrol reached a record
high and the global chip shortage
pushed up car prices. Halifax
expects strong housing price levels

to be maintained-- the average UK
house price is £272,992, almost
£34,000 higher than at the start of
the pandemic- –but growth in 2022
would be between flat and two
percent.
With
the
pandemic-fuelled
shift to flexible, remote, and home
working, homebuyers have rushed to
buy larger properties in picturesque
and rural locations outside urban
centres. Other factors increasing
home buying were the government’s
stamp duty holiday, which came
to an end in England and Northern
Ireland in September after finishing
earlier in Scotland and Wales, and
historically low interest rates.
However, with soaring inflation
and further rate increases expected in
2022, the cheap mortgage deals that
have boosted the housing market in
2021 are likely to be more difficult
to find. Despite the potential cooling
of two years of house price growth,
there are fears first-time buyers will
continue to be priced out of the UK
market.

Last monthAustralia’s minister for
housing, Michael Sukkar criticised
the recently introduced property tax
measure from the Victorian state
government. In late November, the
Victorian Government passed a
new windfall gains tax, which will
impact landholders that experience
a property value uplift of $100,000
or greater due to rezoning decisions.
The tax, which comes into
effect starting 1 July 2023, will be
calculated based on valuations prerezoning and the post-rezoning,
with the difference between the
two representing the value uplift
of the land. Property owners with
a value uplift between $100,000 to
$499,999 will see the remainder of
their value increase above $100,000
taxed at 62.5 percent, while those
who gain $500,000 or more will see
their uplift taxed at 50 percent.
Michael Sukkar has blasted the
measure, saying it will “hit families,
cost jobs in the construction sector
and put a handbrake on Victoria’s
economic recovery from the

pandemic,” and hurt first home buyers
and regional and rural Victorians.
“This is all about Victorian Labor
blowing their budget through poor
financial management. Instead
of taking the hard decisions and
prudently managing their budget,
Labor’s solution is to simply increase
the tax burden on all Victorians and
make it more expensive to buy a
home,” Mr. Sukkar claimed.
The Urban Development Institute of
Australia (UDIA) has estimated the new
tax in combination with existing taxes,
fees and charges will comprise up to 42
percent of the price of a new Melbourne
home. Housing Industry Association
(HIA) executive director Fiona Nield
commented the price of a block of land
in regional areas could rise by tens of
thousands of dollars as a result.
The Victorian Farmers Federation
(VFF) has also opposed the new
tax. Meanwhile, the Victorian
Government has also introduced a
build-to-rent scheme, which will
provide incentives for investors to
build rental properties.

Australian minister blasts
Victorian windfall gains tax
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Niagara man and
developer charged
with illegal home sales

Home Construction Regulatory Authority (HCRA), Ontario's
home builders and vendors regulator, charged a Niagara man and a
company last month with provincial offences related to illegal home
sales and is proposing to refuse the licence of the man's current and
former company. The regulatory authority, which started operations
in February last year, listed the man as the director of Growth Social
House Inc., and previous director of a numbered company advertised
as Novel Condominiums.
It stated Novel Condominiums entered into 26 agreements of
purchase and sale for homes at 6591 Montrose Road before becoming
registered as a vendor under the Ontario New Home Warranties Plan
Act (ONHWPA). That resulted in 26 charges against the company
and 26 charges against its director at the time.
The man, who was listed as a registered salesperson, also falsely
answered a question on the application form about whether he had
any charges pending under any law, the HCRA said.
The man pleaded guilty to exporting cannabis, careless storage of
a firearm and two counts of possession with the purpose of selling
cannabis in September last year. He was sentenced to 12 months
of house arrest and almost 12 months of curfew with conditions, a
$175,000 fine and forfeiture of items seized during the investigation,
including money, according to documents provided by HCRA.
The Niagara Regional Police Services has no involvement in the
HCRA charges, said police spokesperson Cst. Jesse Vujasic. Most
builders and vendors follow the rules, but they can be undermined
by illegal or unethical competition, Wendy Moir Acheson, CEO and
registrar of the HCRA, said in a statement.
The charges have been posted to the HRCA website and
the Ontario Builder Directory, a searchable database complete with
warnings of builders known to be operating illegally. The next court
date on the matter is slated for January 14, 2022, at Niagara Falls
Provincial Offences Court.

China housing market
sees modest growth

New and pre-owned home prices in major cities of China keep
growing at a slower pace of 4.8 percent. In November, most of the 70
large and medium-sized Chinese cities saw very modest growth in new
and existing home prices compared to a year ago, and their month-onmonth growth rate also fell.
New home prices in the 70 biggest cities rose 2.4 percent year-onyear in November but dipped 0.3 percent from October. Among them,
up to 59 cities reported negative growth in new home prices month-onmonth.
The four biggest cities saw little change in their average new home
prices from the previous month. Beijing and Shanghai reported price
increases of 0.3 percent and 0.2 percent, respectively, while Shenzhen
remained unchanged, and Guangzhou declined 0.6 percent. Compared
with a year earlier, the benchmark cities' new home prices grew at a
slower pace of 4.8 percent.
The 31 second-tier cities tracked by the NBS declined 0.4 percent
on average month-on-month, and their average prices grew 3.3 percent
compared to last year. Among the 35 third-tier cities, the two figures
were negative 0.3 percent and positive 1.4 percent, respectively.
"This is the third consecutive month for the new home price index
to drop month-on-month," said Yan Yuejin, director of the Shanghaibased E-house China Research and Development Institution.
In order to stabilize home prices amid cooling market sentiment,
bringing about rational home consumption is important to reach a
supply-and-demand balance, Yan said.
The pre-owned home market showed a similar trend. The four
first-tier cities' existing home prices edged down 0.2 percent from the
previous month. In the 31 second-tier cities, used home prices declined
0.4 percent from a month ago, but grew 2.0 percent year-on-year. The
35 third-tier cities saw their existing home prices decline 0.4 percent
from the previous month, against an increase of 0.5 percent from last
year.
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World Bank unveils $93b boost
to fund for poorest nations

The World Bank's fund to help the world's
poorest nations got a $93 billion injection of
cash to help scale up aid for pandemic recovery
and other programs, the institution announced
last month. It was the biggest replenishment ever
for the International Development Association
(IDA), which provides grants for 74 countries,
most of which are in Africa, the Washington-

based development lender said on December 15.
The package includes $23.5 billion in
contributions from 48 high- and middleincome countries as well as financing raised in
the capital markets and the World Bank's own
contributions, according to a statement.
"Today's generous commitment by our
partners is a critical step toward supporting poor
countries in their efforts to recover from the
COVID-19 crisis," World Bank president David
Malpass said.The IDA fund is replenished every
three years, but because of the pandemic, the latest
cash injection was pulled forward by a year and
will be in place through June 2025. The World
Bank said the funds will help countries better
prepare for future crises, including pandemics,
financial shocks, and natural disasters. While the
funds will support countries globally, resources
are increasingly going to Africa, which will
receive about 70 percent of the funding.

IMF warns of interest
rate risks

Global debt surged to $226 trillion in 2020,
its biggest one-year jump since World War II,
and will be put at risk if global interest rates
rise faster than expected and growth falters, the
International Monetary Fund said last month. In
a blog posting, IMF officials said on December
15 the COVID-19 pandemic caused debt to hit
256 percent of global GDP in 2020, an increase
of 28 percentage points. Government borrowing
accounted for slightly over half of the $28 trillion
increase, but private debt among non-financial
corporations and households also hit new highs.
Advanced economies and China accounted
for 90 percent of the debt increase, enabled
by low interest rates. Debt rose less in other
developing countries, which were hampered by

often higher borrowing costs and limited access
to funding, the IMF said.
IMF fiscal affairs director Vitor Gaspar
and other officials said higher interest rates
will diminish the impact of increased fiscal
spending, and cause debt sustainability concerns
to intensify.
"The risks will be magnified if global interest
rates rise faster than expected and growth
falters," the officials wrote.
"A significant tightening of financial
conditions would heighten the pressure on the
most highly indebted governments, households,
and firms. If the public and private sectors are
forced to deleverage simultaneously, growth
prospects will suffer."

US inflation hits highest
level in nearly 40 years
American shoppers, especially those on
low incomes, have felt the pinch of higher
prices, with annual inflation rates not seen in
40 years. The latest figures show prices rose
6.8 percent in the year to November. Price
increases have caused rises in food shopping
bills, and petrol prices rose 6.1 percent, while
the cost of second-hand cars and rent also rose.
While the monthly pace of price rises at 0.8
percent eased a little compared to October's
0.9 percent, people have felt the cumulative
effects on their budgets.
Prices for American consumers are rising
at their fastest annual rate since June 1982,
but the impact is felt more amongst those on
the lowest incomes, with the least room to
manage.
Rising inflation is also putting pressure
on President Biden as he tries to pass his
$1.9 trillion (£1.4 trillion) social spending

bill. Some economists blame the president's
previous spending programmes, designed
to offer support amid the COVID pandemic,
for exacerbating price increases. Price rises
are affecting some parts of the country more
than others too, with the south and mid-west
impacted more.
Dare to Care, a food bank in Louisville,
Kentucky, said it has felt the effect of both
inflation and supply chain problems. President
Biden has pledged to make tackling inflation
a priority and has made moves to ease supply
chain problems, including changing rules for
transport operators.
Expectations are now focused squarely
on the Federal Reserve, too. Speculation is
mounting the Fed will reduce the bond-buying
support it provides every month more quickly
than planned, paving the way for a possible
rise in interest rates in 2022.

JPMorgan fined
$200m over work
communication
violation

JPMorgan Chase was fined $200 million
by regulators last month for failing to track
work-related communication on employees’
personal cellphones and email. Staff members
in the bank’s securities division avoided
oversight by discussing company business on
their personal devices via text messages, the
messaging service WhatsApp and personal
email accounts, according to the Securities and
Exchange Commission, which fined the bank
$125 million.
The bank’s “widespread and long-standing
failures” spanned from January 2018 to
November 2020, the SEC said on December 17.
The Commodity Futures Trading Commission
also fined the bank $75 million in a separate
enforcement order for similar misconduct
dating to 2015.
JPMorgan admitted its conduct violated
federal securities and commodity-trading
laws, which are aimed at protecting investors
and maintaining fair markets. It also agreed
to hire a compliance consultant to review its
policies and procedures for retaining electronic
communications.
Record-keeping is “an essential part of
market integrity and a foundational component
of the SEC’s ability to be an effective cop on
the beat,” Gary Gensler, the SEC chairman,
said in the statement. “As technology changes,
it’s even more important that registrants ensure
that their communications are appropriately
recorded and are not conducted outside of
official channels.”
The magnitude of the fines could serve as
a warning to Wall Street, where bankers have
increasingly relied on text messages and chats,
preferring them to company email. Serious
penalties for failing to maintain proper records
have generally been rare: The last major SEC
fine for such conduct was $15 million against
Morgan Stanley in 2006, for failing to produce
emails during investigations on initial public
offerings and research produced by analysts.
Employees including desk heads, managing
directors and other senior executives sent more
than 21,000 texts and emails relating to work
for an investment-banking client from January
2018 to November 2019. The JPMorgan
inquiry has also prompted investigations into
other financial firms’ records, the regulator
said.
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Italy slaps Amazon with $1.2bn
antitrust fine

Amazon.com Inc. was fined more than 1.1
billion euros ($1.2 billion) in December in an
Italian antitrust probe that accused the retail giant
of “harmful” practices and abusing its dominant
in one of the largest penalties handed out by a
European regulator.
The tech giant has expanded its shipping
services in Europe, with the aim of persuading
local businesses to launch their own trucking
firms to exclusively transport freight for the
company. The retailer also tied access to a set of
exclusive benefits to the use of its own logistics,
the regulator said.
“Amazon holds a dominant position in the
Italian market for intermediation services on
marketplaces, which Amazon leveraged to favor
the adoption of its own logistics service,” the
Italian antitrust regulator said in a statement on
December 9.
Amazon lost a European Union court bid
in November to prevent the EU and Italy from
running parallel antitrust probes into concerns

over how the firm treats sellers on its platform.
The European Commission is looking at how
Amazon selects retailers for the highlighted buy
box on pages that attract some 80 percent of
sales. As well as how sellers can offer products
to Amazon’s Prime loyalty program, which
offers free delivery, and if that effectively favors
Amazon’s own products and sellers that use
Amazon’s logistics and delivery service.
“We strongly disagree with the decision of
the Italian Competition Authority, and we will
appeal,” Amazon said in a statement. “The
proposed fine and remedies are unjustified and
disproportionate.”
The U.S. company has drawn scrutiny in
recent years for the vast trove of data it has
amassed on a range of customers and partners,
including independent merchants who sell on
its retail marketplace, users of its Alexa digital
assistant, and shoppers whose browsing and
purchase history inform what Amazon shows
them on its website.
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MGM sells
operations of Vegas
casino Mirage for
$1.1b

US group MGM Resorts announced last
month it had sold the operations for the famous
Mirage Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas to Hard
Rock International for $1.08 billion. MGM
bought the Mirage, which opened in 1989, in
2000.Located on the iconic Vegas strip, the main
artery of nightlife and gambling in Sin City, the
hotel is known for the artificial volcano at its
entrance, which "erupts" repeatedly every night.
Under the terms of the agreement, MGM Resorts
will retain the rights to the name and brand "The
Mirage."
Hard Rock International--the parent company
of the restaurant chain Hard Rock Cafe--is
granted a three-year free license to run the hotel
while finding a new name. The deal, which is
subject to regulatory approval, is expected to
close in the second half of 2022. Once various
fees have been deducted, it should bring in $815
million for MGM.Hard Rock said in a statement
it "plans to build an iconic Guitar-shaped hotel,
which will be located on the famous Las Vegas
Strip."The press release featured an artist's
projection of a blue guitar with an amputated
neck, divided into floors, in front of the Mirage.
The group has already built a 638-room hotel
in the shape of its trademark guitar symbol in
Florida.

ADB trims developing Asia's growth forecasts

In December the Asian Development Bank
trimmed its growth forecasts for developing
Asia for this year and next to reflect risks and
uncertainty brought on by the new Omicron
coronavirus variant. The Manila-based lender
now sees a 2021 gross domestic product (GDP)
growth of 7.0 percent for developing Asia, down
from 7.1 percent, and 2022 growth of 5.3 percent,
down from 5.4 percent in September.
"COVID-19 has receded in developing
Asia but rising infections worldwide and the
emergence of a fast-spreading variant suggest
that the pandemic will take time to play out,"

the ADB said in a supplement to its Asian
Development Outlook report on December 14.
Most of developing Asia's sub regions are
forecast to grow slower than previously thought
this year, due in part to a weak recovery in China.
China's economy, which staged an impressive
rebound from last year's pandemic slump, has
lost momentum in recent months as it grapples
with surging prices, a slowing manufacturing
sector, debt problems in the property market and
persistent COVID-19 outbreaks.
The ADB projects China's economy will
grow 8.0 percent this year, slightly weaker than

its 8.1 percent estimate in September, before
it slows to 5.3 percent in 2022, down from its
earlier projection of 5.5 percent.
The recent emergence of Omicron, which
the World Health Organization says has been
reported by more than 60 countries since it was
first detected last month in southern Africa and
Hong Kong, "is a sobering reminder that further
outbreaks remain a possibility," the ADB said.
Inflation is expected to remain manageable
in Asia, the ADB said, which would allow
monetary policy to stay supportive of growth
amid continued risks from the pandemic.

China's Alibaba pledges carbon neutrality by 2030

Alibaba Group will aim to achieve
carbon neutrality in its own operations and
slash emissions across its supply chains and
transportation networks by the end of the
decade, the Chinese e-commerce giant pledged
on December 17.
Alibaba promised to achieve carbon
neutrality by 2030 in its own direct emissions
- known as "scope 1" - and its indirect "scope
2" emissions derived from the consumption of
electricity or heating. It also said it would reduce
carbon intensity--the amount of carbon per
unit of revenue--from the "scope 3" emissions
produced across its wider value chain in areas

such as transportation, purchased goods and
services and waste by 50 percent by 2030.The
company also pledged to cut overall CO2 across
all its businesses by 1.5 gigatonnes by 2035. To
achieve its goals, Alibaba plans to deploy new
energy-saving, high-efficiency technologies,
make further use of renewables and explore
"carbon removal initiatives" that could extract
climate-warming greenhouse gas from the
atmosphere.Daniel Zhang, the company's chief
executive, said the company also sought to
"mobilise actions and behavioural changes
among consumers, merchants and partners in
China and around the world.” President Xi
Jinping announced last year China would aim to

become carbon neutral by around 2060, putting
the country's giant corporations under pressure to
draw up their own roadmaps to reach "net-zero.”
However, China's giant tech firms remain hugely
dependent on the country's coal-dominated
energy system, with only a small number so far
committed to switching to renewable sources of
electricity.
In a report published in early 2021,
environment group Greenpeace ranked Tencent
Holdings as the best-performing Chinese
cloud service provider in terms of procuring
renewable energy and cutting emissions. Huawei
Technologies came second, Baidu Inc. third and
Alibaba fourth.
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Quarter million children in East
Africa may have died of starvation

More than 260,000 children
aged under five may have died from
extreme hunger or related diseases
in East Africa since the start of the
year, according to a new analysis
by Save the Children. Using data
compiled by the UN, Save the
Children evaluated mortality rates
for untreated cases of severe acute
malnutrition in children under
five across eight countries in
East Africa. Using a conservative

estimate, the humanitarian aid
agency discovered about 262,500
acutely malnourished children may
have died between January and
November 2021.
East Africa
is
currently
experiencing
the
devastating
impacts of climate change, with
concurrent
emergencies
like
drought and floods across the region
leading to mass displacement and
severe hunger.

280 prisoners died in
Ecuador this year

Following a series of riots,
which have left more than 280
inmates dead and hundreds injured
in Ecuadorian prisons this year, UN
independent human rights experts
called for urgent government
action on December 6 to address
the issue. In a joint statement, the
experts said they were “appalled
and gravely concerned” by
repeated riots that have resulted in
the death of so many prisoners and
the “clear risk” of further incidents.
The statement was signed
by Morris Tidball-Binz, Special
Rapporteur
on
extrajudicial,
summary, or arbitrary executions,
and
Nils
Melzer, Special
Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman, or degrading
treatment or punishment.
During the most recent outbreak
of violence, on 12 November, at
least 62 inmates were killed and

44 were injured at the Centre
of Deprivation of Liberty
Guayas Nr. 1 (El Litoral
Penitentiary) near the coastal
city of Guayaquil. This was the
fourth deadly riot at the prison
this year. A few days earlier,
four inmates were shot and
killed during clashes inside the
prison block.
In September, El Litoral
Penitentiary saw the deadliest riot
ever recorded in the country, with
118 inmates killed and more than
80 injured. In July, eight people
were killed during an uprising
at the same prison and 13 in
another facility. Nearly 80 other
inmates were killed in incidents
earlier in the year. For the UN
experts, “prompt, independent
and
impartial
investigations
must be carried out to establish
the circumstances of all of these
deaths and, in case of violations,
prosecute those responsible.”
They also asked for “urgent
and effective measures” to stop
“further carnage.” The experts
received
information
about
specific concerns, including severe
overcrowding, largely as a result of
a highly punitive “war on drugs”
policy.

While communities in eastern
Kenya, southern Somalia, and
parts of Ethiopia are reeling from
successive drought, parts of South
Sudan remain underwater after
three years of unpredictable and
excessive rains. Health centre
admissions of children suffering
acute malnutrition have risen
dramatically in 2021, with a 16
percent increase in the first half
of this year from an already high

baseline.
Severe acute malnutrition is
the most extreme and dangerous
form of undernutrition. Symptoms
include jutting ribs and loose skin,
with visible wasting of body tissue;
or swelling in the ankles, feet and
belly as blood vessels leak fluid
under the skin. Currently, less
than half of acutely malnourished
children (46 percent) across East
Africa are being treated for the
condition.
Save the Children is calling
on governments to fully fund
humanitarian response plans and
support social protection schemes
and health and nutrition services for
children, including the treatment of
acute malnutrition.
Globally, malnutrition is linked to
nearly half of all under-five deaths.
In 2020, 149 million children were
stunted (too short) and 45 million
children were wasted (too thin).

Health costs push over half a
billion into extreme poverty

The COVID-19 pandemic is
likely to halt two decades of global
progress towards Universal Health
Coverage. According to reports
released on December 12 from the
World Health Organization (WHO)
and World Bank, more than half a
billion people are being pushed into
extreme poverty because they must
pay for health services out of their
own pockets.
The findings, launched on
International Universal Health
Coverage Day, highlighted the
devastating impact of COVID-19 on
people’s ability to obtain healthcare
and pay for it. In his message
marking the day, UN SecretaryGeneral António Guterres said with
the third year of the pandemic fast
approaching, “we must urgently
strengthen our health systems to
ensure they are equitable, resilient
and capable of meeting everyone’s
needs, including for their mental
health.”
If the world is to reach the goal of
achieving universal health coverage
by 2030, there needs to be greater

commitment from governments
to invest in and scale up proven
solutions.
“This means making more
and smarter investments in the
foundations of health systems, with
an emphasis on primary health care,
essential services and marginalized
populations,” said Mr. Guterres.
The best insurance for resilient
economies and communities, is
strengthening health systems before
crises emerge.
In 2020, the pandemic disrupted
health services and stretched
countries’ health systems beyond
their limits.
As a result, for example,
immunization coverage dropped for
the first time in ten years, and deaths
from TB and malaria increased,
said the news release from WHO
and the World Bank. The pandemic
also triggered the worst economic
crisis since the 1930s, making it
increasingly difficult for people to
pay for lifesaving healthcare. The
new WHO/World Bank reports
also warn financial hardship is
likely to become more intense as
poverty grows, incomes decrease,
and governments face tighter fiscal
constraints. In the first two decades
of this century, many governments
made progress on service coverage,
said WHO and the World Bank.
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Violence against women Delhi’s toxic air triggers
children’s health and
on the rise globally
education crisis

Conflicts, humanitarian crises
and increasing climate-related
disasters have led to higher levels
of violence against women and girls
(VAWG), which has only intensified
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
bringing into sharp focus the urgent
need to stem the scourge. Globally,
nearly one-in-three women have
experienced violence, with crises
driving the numbers even higher.
Gender-based violence (GBV),
the most pervasive violation of
human rights, is neither natural, nor
inevitable, and must be prevented.
Marking the 16 Days of Activism
to combat violence against women
and girls, UN Women is showcasing
the voices of five survivors, each
of whose name has been changed
to protect their identity. Be
forewarned each character sketch
includes descriptions of genderbased violence.
Violence against women and
girls is preventable. Comprehensive
strategies are needed to tackle root

causes, transform harmful social
norms, provide services for survivors
and end impunity. Evidence shows
strong, autonomous women’s rights
movements are critical to thwarting
and eliminating VAWG.
The Generation Equality Forum
needs support to stem the VAWG
violence. Human rights defenders in
Kenya are often the first responders
to violations, including GBV.
Since 2019, UN Women
and the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) have been supporting
grass-roots organizations that
provide legal training and capacitybuilding to better assist survivors.
Almost one-in-five men in
Moldova have sexually abused
a girl or a woman, including in
romantic relationships, according
to 2019 research co-published by
UN Women. UN Women maintains
building trust and confidence in the
police is an integral part of crime
prevention and community safety.

The toxic smog that is blanketing
New Delhi is creating a catastrophic
health and education crisis for
children across the city, Save the
Children warned last month.
The city recorded its worst
November for air quality since
2016, with 11 days of "severe"
pollution. This exposure can
lead to an increased risk of lung
damage, impaired lung growth,
and pneumonia – one of the biggest
killers of children.
In mid-November schools across
New Delhi closed their doors
indefinitely due to the worsening
smog in the world’s most polluted
capital city. Schools began to
reopen in early December despite
the city still facing ‘very poor’
air quality levels. In the winter
months, New Delhi’s toxic smog is
exacerbated by a spike in burning
of farm stubble, coal-fired power,
traffic fumes, and fireworks set off
during the Diwali festival.
North India has pollution levels
that are 10 times worse than those
found anywhere else in the world,

according to the Energy Policy
Institute at the University of
Chicago (EPIC). In 2020, pollution
accounted for around 54,000
premature deaths in New Delhi and
nearly 1.7 million premature deaths
in all of India in 2019.
Save the Children has called
for decision-makers to take all
information they receive about
climate change into account and
reduce fossil fuels to safeguard our
planet and the future of children
everywhere. Governments should
give more support to communities
to cut pollution and fossil fuel use
and make sure green and renewable
energy alternatives are accessible
for everyone.
Sudarshan Suchi, CEO of Save
the Children India said: “Delhi’s
poor air quality is putting children’s
lives in danger and education on
hold. According to official data,
New Delhi did not even have
one ‘good’ day of air quality in
November. No child should be
subjected to breathing such toxic
air.”

Anti-bullying board game
wins award for Save the
UN urges full reopening
Children

of South Asia schools

South Asian countries should
fully reopen schools to address
the interrupted education of more
than 400 million children whose
classrooms were shut by the
coronavirus pandemic, UNICEF
said last month, with a top official
warning the consequences could
last decades. Schools in Bangladesh
were closed for almost 18 months,
one of the longest closures in the
world, the UN children’s agency
said, while schools in other South
Asian countries were shut for an
average of 31.5 weeks between
March 2020 and August this year.
“This happened in a region where
there were no strong conditions
for remote learning,” said George
Laryea-Adjei, UNICEF’s regional
director for South Asia.
One study in India, cited in the
report, showed the proportion of

grade 3 children who could read
a grade 1 level text fell from
about 42 percent in 2018 to just
24 percent in 2020. Being out
of school also led to students
experiencing
psychosocial
distress, poor mental health,
and increased risk of violence.
Girls were at a high risk of early
marriage.
The UNICEF report called
on governments in South Asia to
safely resume in-person learning
and ensure students catch up, and
improve connectivity.
“The cost of inaction would be a
weaker labour force in a few years;
it is going to show,” said LaryeaAdjei. “The consequences will be
long term.”
According to a UNESCO
database, schools in India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, and Afghanistan
remain only partially open, while
those in Pakistan and Sri Lanka
are fully open. The report also
warned child mortality is projected
to rise as pandemic disruptions to
health services have left millions
of children without lifesaving
vaccines.

A board game designed by
children to prevent peer bullying
and strengthen ties between
Turkish and refugee children won
Save the Children’s Turkey office
last month, a leading award for
creative marketing. The "Inter
Universe Adventure," developed
by 10 and 11-year-old students
from Leyla Bayram Primary
School in Istanbul during Save
the Children workshops, has been
awarded a Felis Success Award.
The game in which players
search for pieces of the scattered
North Star in teams, is aimed at
school children aged seven to 11
to help prevent physically and
verbally abusive and harmful
behaviours towards each other and
help them cope with all forms of
bullying in a fun and adventurous
way. It also aims to strengthen
ties between the host and refugee
communities.
Bullying and violence in schools
harm children and adolescents’
physical health and emotional
well-being. Bullied students tend
to feel lonelier, anxious, depressed
and may have trouble with their
relationships compared to nonbullied children. Bullying also

takes an enormous toll on their
learning, as those who are bullied
may miss classes, avoid school
activities, or drop out of school
altogether.
In partnership with the game
company ROOT, which developed
the game, school-aged children
had a say in the visual design,
mechanics, and characters of
“Inter Universe Adventure” and
even came up with its name.
Funded by Save the Children
Finland, the game was designed
in four languages, with content
available in Turkish, Arabic,
Persian and English. The game
can be played in three ways – as
a standard board game, "cut-andpaste,” or a digital version.
Over 1,000 board games have
been distributed to schools and
various NGOs, and an additional
1,000 will be shared ahead of
Christmas with numerous families,
schools and non-governmental
organisations
working
with
children. Celebrating its 16th
year, Felis Awards is a prominent
national award ceremony that
celebrates creativity with impact
in the advertising and marketing
world.
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Raveena Tandon to reprise
her role in 'Aranyak' sequel
Bollywood actress Raveen Tandon has drawn
huge praise from audience for her performance in
the recently released Netflix show 'Aranyak'.
The show is a horror thriller and it stars Raveen
in the role of a cop named Kasturi Dogra. Bengali
actor Parambrata Chatterjee also gave an amazing
performance as Raveena's partner, Angad.
The latest buzz about the show suggests that
makers are now planning to renew it for a second
season.
Producer of 'Aranyak', Sidharth Roy Kapoor
told PTI, “You can expect a season two and that’s
something the team is working on very hard."
He further said that the characters of Kasturi
Dogra and Angad would take forward things from
here. There will be Mahadev (Ashutosh Rana) as
well. These three characters are the fulcrum of the
show. The end of season one gave a hint to it.
However, he did not elaborate about part two.
'Aranyak' was released on December 10 and
featured Raveena and Parambrata's characters
investigating a case of mysterious murders in the
woods of Himachal Pradesh.

Ben Schwartz to star in Universal’s ‘Renfield’

‘Parks and Recreation’ actor Ben Schwartz is all
set to star in Universal Pictures’ ‘Renfield’, starring
Nicholas Hoult and Nicolas Cage in the lead roles,
according to The Hollywood Reporter.
Ben will play the role of a mobster in the movie
that is due to begin shooting early 2022 in New
Orleans. The film will also star Golden Globewinning actor Awkwafina in a pivotal role.
The monster movie is centred on Dracula’s
familiar henchman with Hoult playing the title role.
Cage will play Dracula.
Chris McKay, the filmmaker behind ‘The
Tomorrow War’ and ‘The Lego Batman Movie’, is
‘Renfield’ will be produced by Skybound
directing and producing ‘Renfield’ from a screenplay
Entertainment’s film team, including Kirkman,
by Ryan Ridley of ‘Rick and Morty’ fame.
David Alpert, Bryan Furst, and Sean Furst.
‘Renfield’ is Universal’s latest attempt to fashion
McKay’s producing partner Samantha Nisenboim
a cinematic universe around characters from the
will serve as an executive producer.
studio’s vast monster vault.

Taylor Swift’s party turns
into COVID-19 superspreader

The Sydney, Australia event held by fans in
celebration of Taylor Swift’s recent release of
‘Red (Taylor’s Version)’ last month turned out
into a COVID-19 superspreader after close to 100
attendees tested positive.
According to Fox News, fans who gathered at the
10 December Sydney event—‘On Repeat: Taylor
Swift Red Party’ in celebration of the singer’s ‘Red
(Taylor’s Version)’ are reportedly being asked to
“immediately get tested” and isolate for seven
days after “at least 97 positive cases” have been
confirmed. As per reports the pop star was not in
attendance at the event.
New South Wales Health Department has also
tagged Metro Theatre in Sydney as a “new venue
of concern” following the celebration of Swift’s
rerelease of ‘Red.’
“NSW Health is asking all household contacts
of close contacts to get tested and self-isolate
until a negative result is received by everyone in
the household,” read the NSW’s report issued in a
public health alert.
The statement noted, “NSW Health is urgently

contacting 600 people who attended Metro Theatre at
this time and checked in via the QR code and is directing
them and members of their households to immediately
get tested and follow public health advice.”
The authorities have also alerted people about
the fines for those “who fail to comply with the
isolation, testing and quarantine requirements”.
Reportedly, the fines have increased to USD
5,000 for individuals (from USD 1,000), and USD
10,000 for corporations (from USD 5,000).
Swift gifted her fans the re-recording of her hit
2012 album ‘Red’, in November. It is the second
album she rerecorded after releasing ‘Fearless
(Taylor’s Version)’ in April.
The singer was inspired to re-record her previous
six albums after music manager Scooter Braun
purchased the masters to them in 2019.
Her hope was that the updated takes on the
original songs would give her back control of her
discography. Swift still has to re-record her debut
album, ‘Taylor Swift’, her 2010 album ‘Speak
Now’, her 2014 work ‘1989’, and her 2017 album,
‘Reputation’.

Rajinikanth
and Ilayaraja
to reunite
after 28 years

Superstar Rajinikanth and legendary
music composer Ilayaraja are going to
reunite after 28 heats for filmmaker R.
Balki’s new project.
Media outlets last month reported
that if everything goes as planned, the
legendary combo will come together
after 28 years.
The news has created a buzz among
the masses. The combo worked together
last in Suresh Krissna’s Veera, which
was released in the year 1994.
There is huge curiosity amongst
Rajini fans as to what would be his next
film after 'Annaathe'.
Desingu
Periyasamy,
Karthik
Subbaraj, Pandiraj, Venkat Prabhu and
K.S. Ravikumar are among the potential
names Rajinikanth may work with.
Meanwhile, credible sources say that
popular Bollywood film director R. Balki
recently met Rajini and narrated him a
story, which impressed him instantly.
The actor is said to be keen on
working on this pan-Indian film and if
all goes well the film could be Thalaiva
169.
R. Balki who is a Tamilian by birth is
one of the most sought after Bollywood
filmmakers who has delivered the super
hit films with Amitabh Bachchan namely
'Cheeni Kum', 'Paa', and Shamitabh.
He has also worked with Akshay
Kumar in 'Padman' and 'Mission Mangal
and is currently directing the Dulquer
Salmaan starrer 'Chup: Revenge Of The
Artist.'
It is worth mentioning that Dhanush
worked with the director in 'Shamitabh'
which was his second film in Hindi after
'Raanjhanaa'.

Priyanka Chopra reacts
to divorce rumours with
husband Nick Jonas

Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra,
who recently made the headlines after
removing her surname ‘Jonas’ from all
her social media handles, has reacted to
rumours claiming she and her husband
Nick Jonas were heading for a divorce.
Days after Priyanka’s mother Madhu
Chopra had rubbished the rumours,
the actress has now put an end to the
speculations. On being asked about the
reason behind removing the surname,
Priyanka reportedly informed ETimes,
“I don’t know. I wanted the username to
match my Twitter, I guess. I just find it
really amusing that everything becomes
such a huge deal to people. It’s social
media, guys. Just chill out!”
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Sanjay asks fans to
pressurize Hirani to
make 'Munna Bhai 3'
Super hit movie 'Munna Bhai MBBS' of
Rajkumar Hirani is one of the most iconic
comedy flicks of Bollywood and a defining
film of Sanjay Dutt's career as well.
After it, the duo reunited for a sequel as
well and ever since then, fans have been
demanding a third film in the franchise.
Both Sanjay and Hirani have expressed
their interest to make 'Munna Bhai 3' film
but the project hasn't started yet.
The franchise recently completed 18
years of its release and on the ocassion,
Sanjay Dutt urged fans to pressurize
director Hirani to start working on 'Munna
Bhai 3'.
Since Hirani belongs to Nagpur, Sanjay
attended a public event in the city and
told people, "I am tired of requesting Raju
Hirani many times. Since he hails from
Nagpur, I appeal to Nagpurians to press
him for making Munna Bhai franchise."
Hirani has considered several scripts
for the potential third Munna Bhai film
and one idea that he specifically liked was
'Munna Bhai Chale America'.
However, he hasn't officially made any
comment any script yet.
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Aishwarya Rai interrogated
in Panama Papers leak case

The officials of India’s Enforcement
Directorate (ED) last month interrogated
Bollywood actress Aishwarya Rai in the Panama
Papers leak case.
After the actor appeared before the agency in
Delhi on Dec 20, the ED recorded her statement
in the case over allegations of stashing wealth
abroad under the Foreign Exchange Management
Act, 1999.
She had earlier submitted records on the
foreign payments under investigation.
The ED had issued notices to the Bachchan
family asking them to explain their foreign
remittances since 2004 under the Liberalised
Remittance Scheme (LRS) of the Reserve Bank
of India.

The Panama Papers are leaked files from the
Panamanian law firm Mossack Fonseca.
The documents, which were revealed to the
media in 2016, showed how many stashed away
their wealth in offshore tax-havens.
Several influential Indians, including
Aishwarya and her father-in-law Amitabh
Bachchan, were named in these records.
After the leak in 2016, Amitabh said that he
has sent money abroad only under Indian rules.
He also denied links to any of the companies
that appeared in the Panama Papers and said that
‘it is possible that (his) name has been misused’.
Meanwhile, Aishwarya is set to reunite with
Mani Ratnam, who directed her debut film Iruvar,
for her next, Ponniyin Selvan. The film will mark
her return to the big screen after four years; she
was last seen in Fanney Khan, which released in
2018.
Ponniyin Selvan is based on Kalki
Krishnamurthy’s Tamil historical fiction novel,
which chronicles the story of the early days of
Arulmozhivarman, one of the most powerful
kings in the South, who went on to become the
great Chola emperor Rajaraja Chola I.
The first instalment of the film will release
sometime in 2022. It is reportedly being made in
two parts.

Ajith requests fans to not Vijay builds school to
address him as ‘Thala’
provide free education

Tamil actor Ajith Kumar, who is
called ‘Thala’ by his fans, last month
urged everyone, including the media,
to refer to him by his name and not
by any moniker.
For close to two decades, Ajith
has been addressed with the title
‘Thala’ by his fans, which is a tag
used for someone who is revered as
a leader.
In a statement shared in a tweet,
Ajith requested fans to stop adding
any prefix to his name and simply
address him as Ajith, Ajith Kumar
or just the abbreviation of his name
AK.
"I henceforth wish to be referred
to as Ajith, Ajith Kumar or Just
AK and not as ‘Thala’ or any other
prefix before my name. I sincerely
wish you all to have a beautiful life
filled with good health, happiness,
success, peace of mind and
contentment forever. Love, Ajith,"
read his statement.
Ajith currently awaits the release
of his upcoming Tamil action-thriller

Valimai. Directed by H Vinoth,
the film stars Huma Qureshi as the
leading lady.
The film is being produced by
Boney Kapoor, who has reunited
with Ajith after Nerkonda Paarvai.
The film stars Karthikeya as the
antagonist.
In February this year, Ajith
suffered an injury while shooting a
bike sequence. He was briefly out of
action.
In a recent award ceremony,
Boney Kapoor revealed that Ajith
plays a cop in the film. It is said that
an international stunt choreographer
has been roped in to supervise
certain action sequences.
Originally planned as a big release
for Diwali last year, the project will
hit screens next year during Pongal
festival.
Meanwhile,
reports
have
emerged that Ajith will team up with
filmmaker Sudha Kongara next for a
yet-untitled Tamil project.

Thalapathy Vijay is very well known as Philanthropist. He is
helping many people through his fan club Vijay Makkal Iyakkam
and other means.
Now the latest report states that Vijay is building a school to
provide free education.
Vijay, who has a special fondness for children, has decided to
give free education to those less fortunate kids, who are not able to
pay the school fees but are willing to take education.
According to media reports, the school will be built in Thiruporur,
Chennai, of Tamil Nadu state.
It is also worth mentioning that Vijay has been already running
a free restaurant (Vizhai Illa Unavagam) in several centres of Tamil
Nadu through his fan clubs and serving free food to the needy.
Time and again, he has shown immense concern for the common
people and has regularly participated in charity work throughout his
life.
On the work front, he will be next seen in the film 'Beast', directed
by Nelson Dilipkumar.
The film also features director Selvaraghavan in the role of the
antagonist.
Among others, the makers have roped in Shine Tom Chacko,
Yogi Babu, Redin Kingsley, and VTV Ganesh to play pivotal roles
in the film.
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Brazil’s Ronaldo is buying
first club Cruzeiro
Formula 1 champion Lewis
Hamilton receives knighthood

Former Brazil striker Ronaldo has said he was buying Cruzeiro, the club
where he made his professional debut, but which has been languishing in Brazil's
Serie B for two seasons.
"I am very happy to have concluded this deal," the 45-year-old said in a video
posted on social media by club president Sergio Santos Rodrigues on December
18.
"I have a lot to give back to Cruzeiro, to take Cruzeiro where it deserves
to be," Ronaldo added holding a club shirt with the No.9 and his nickname
“Fenomeno” on the back.
"We have a lot of work ahead of us. I ask the fans to get connected to the club
again, to go to the stadium, because we will need a lot of strength and unity. We
have a lot of work and ambition to make Cruzeiro great again."
Globoesporte.com reported Ronaldo will pay 400 million reais (about
60 million euros) to become the club's majority shareholder. He already has
a controlling stake acquired in 2018 in Spanish club Valladolid, who were
relegated to the second division last season.
Ronaldo, who is from Rio de Janeiro, joined Cruzeiro, in Belo Horizonte,
making his professional debut in 1993 at age 16. He scored 56 goals in 58
matches for the club, which earned him a call-up to the 1994 World Cup in
the United States where he collected a winner's medal without playing a single
minute.
After the World Cup, Cruzeiro sold Ronaldo to PSV Eindhoven. He went on
to shine at Barcelona, Inter Milan, Real Madrid, and AC Milan before ending his
career at Sao-Paulo based Corinthians in 2011.
At the 2002 World Cup he scored eight goals in seven games as Brazil won
again. Ronaldo was voted FIFA World Player of the Year three times and received
the Ballon D'Or twice. Cruzeiro won the Brazilian league as recently as 2013
and 2014 and the cup in 2017 and 2018 but were relegated at the end of 2019.

Seven-time Formula 1 champion Lewis Hamilton received
his knighthood for services to motorsport on December 15, days
after he lost out on what would have been a record eighth title
after a tense last lap at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. Hamilton
holds the record for most race wins with 103, while he is tied
with German great Michael Schumacher on seven drivers'
championships.
The 36-year-old Briton, the sport's only black driver, was
made a knight bachelor by Britain's Prince Charles during an
investiture ceremony at Windsor Castle in England. Hamilton is
the fourth F1 driver to be knighted after the late Australian Jack
Brabham, Stirling Moss, and triple champion Jackie Stewart,
and the only one to have received the award while still racing.
Other active sportsmen who have received a knighthood are
cycling's Tour de France winner Bradley Wiggins, Olympic
5,000m and 10,000m gold medallist Mo Farah, two-time
Wimbledon champion Andy Murray and England cricketer
Alastair Cook.
Hamilton lost out on the 2021 title to Red Bull driver Max
Verstappen on December 12. The two were equal on points
before the final race in Abu Dhabi, where the Dutchman overtook
Hamilton on the final lap to lift his maiden title.

Nadal casts doubt over Australian Open participation
Spain's Rafa Nadal said he cannot guarantee
he will make the trip to Melbourne for Australian
Open beginning this month after returning
to action at the Mubadala World Tennis
Championship in Abu Dhabi. The 20-times Grand
Slam champion's comeback at the exhibition
event--his first tournament appearance since
the Citi Open in Washington in August--ended
in two close defeats by Andy Murray and Denis
Shapovalov.
Nadal, 35, spent four months on the sidelines
with a foot injury. He was knocked out at Roland
Garros in the semi-finals and was forced to pull
out of Wimbledon, the Tokyo Olympics and the
U.S. Open.
"The idea is to go there and try my best there
in Australia... Being 100 percent honest, I can't
guarantee it," Nadal said. "I need to speak with
my team.
"Its more than six months since the last real
official match. Things are difficult and I accept
that... I was able to compete in both matches
and even had my chances, so if we put that in
perspective it's a very positive thing.”
World number six Nadal said he would not

have returned to tennis if he did not feel he was goals," he added.
competitive enough to challenge for the biggest
titles in the sport.
"If then you don't achieve, it's fine, but the
"I am not playing at all for money or just for motivation and the passion is still there."
fun, I am playing to keep achieving goals or at
The Australian Open begins on January 17.
least to enjoy the process to try to achieve my
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Ex-cricketer Michael Canada's Marielle Thompson wins
bronze in final ski cross race
Slater arrested for
second time

Former Australian cricketer Michael Slater was charged
with breaching a protective order, two months after an
alleged domestic violence incident. Mr. Slater, 51, was
arrested in Sydney in October and charged with stalking and
harassment offences. He was arrested again on December
15 after allegedly sending 66 text messages and making 18
calls in breach of an apprehended violence order.
Mr. Slater was receiving treatment for an alcohol
disorder, a court heard. A prosecutor described the messages
as "harassing and highly offensive in nature.” They were
allegedly sent during a two-and-a-half-hour window on
December 14. His lawyer, James McLoughlin, told a
magistrate his client had "slipped up once" by relapsing
with alcohol.
The court granted bail to Mr. Slater after hearing he
would check into a mental health hospital, and on the
condition he would not access a mobile phone.
"Mr. Slater should be under no illusions that if he
breaches bail, he will be back in custody," said Magistrate
Michelle Goodwin, according to Australian media.
The former batsman was part of the Australian cricket
team from 1993 to 2001, playing 74 Tests. He has since
become a high-profile cricket commentator but was let go
by Australia's Channel Seven in early 2021.

Canada's Marielle Thompson from
Whistler British Columbia earned bronze
in women's ski cross on December 20
in the final World Cup race of 2021.
Sweden's Sandra Naeslund won the race
in Innichen, Italy, with Switzerland's
Fanny Smith taking silver.
Fellow Canadian, Hannah Schmidt of
Ottawa, finished fourth, the best finish
of her career on the World Cup circuit.

Infantino says majority backing
him for biennial World Cup

FIFA president Gianni Infantino said
last month he believes he has majority
backing for his biennial World Cup plan,
after national football leaders were told
the switch would create an extra US$4.4
billion in revenues for the world body.

SA’s T20 Mzansi Super League
cancelled due to COVID-19

South Africa's Twenty20 Mzansi Super League
has been cancelled for the second time due to
COVID-19 related issues, the country's cricket
board (CSA) said on December 20. The 2022 Mzansi
Super League was scheduled to be held in February,
but the board said increased travel restrictions as
imposed by many countries on South Africa after
the emergence of the Omicron variant made it
difficult to host the tournament. The 2020 edition

was also cancelled due to logistical challenges amid
the pandemic.
The board said the Mzansi Super League
will be replaced by a domestic T20 Challenge
tournament featuring eight first division teams. In
early December, South Africa reported a record
number of daily COVID-19 infections in a fourth
wave believed to be largely caused by the Omicron
variant.

British Basketball League receives
multi-million pound investment

The British Basketball League (BBL) said last
month it has received an investment worth seven
million pounds (US$9.23 million) from Miamibased alternative investment firm 777 Partners in

Courtney Hoffos and Britt Phelan
were fifth and sixth as three Canadians
finished in the top six.
Kevin Drury was the top Canadian
in the men's event, finishing fifth.
France's Bastien Midol won gold, while
Ryan Regez and Tobias Baur, both of
Switzerland, took second and third
respectively.

exchange for a 45 percent stake in the league.
The funding will be used to promote basketball
at the grassroots level and improve the overall
infrastructure of the sport at the elite level in the
UK, according to the announcement made on
December 20."Basketball is unique in its ability
to reach across cultural, societal and economic d
ivides... there is therefore huge potential to use
the transformative power of sport for the benefit
of our growing audience," said BBL chairman
Rodney Walker.
The investment expands 777 Partners' sports
portfolio, which also includes LaLiga Club
Sevilla and Serie A side Genoa.

FIFA held a “'global summit” of leaders of
national football federations to discuss its
proposal to increase the frequency of the
World Cup from every four years to two.
The financial data forms part of an
overall feasibility study, of which FIFA
presented a summary on December 20 with
a full 700-page report set to be published.
The upbeat findings are in marked contrast
to analysis put forward by critics of the
proposals.
There has been opposition from
European clubs, the top leagues and
European governing body UEFA,
whose president Aleksander Ceferin
has threatened to boycott any additional
tournament. No vote is yet scheduled for
the plan, but Infantino said a majority was
in place for the idea, but it needed to be
dealt with as part of the broader overhaul
of the international match calendar.
"If I was going to a vote tomorrow
probably the majority would vote in
favour of a World Cup every two years,"
Infantino told a news conference after the
summit.
Infantino would not state when any vote
would be held or whether it would be on
the agenda at the FIFA congress in Doha
on March 31. Along with UEFA, South
American confederation CONMEBOL
has opposed the proposal. Arsene
Wenger, FIFA's head of Global Football
Development said he hoped the debate
would change in the coming weeks.
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Mr. Saravana Rajendran completed his post-graduate work in
chemistry. He worked at British
Petroleum in its research section
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He provided his services to Thina
Thanthi, a Tamil newspaper in the
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of Arts degree in 1988, he became
a journalist for about 30 years. He
has worked in both Bengali and
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founding member of Shishu Kalyan
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works for poor and oppressed children. He advocates for the welfare
of the down-trodden section of
society when they become victims
of government repression, discriminatory policy, or are exploited
by any vested quarter around the
world.

voiceforjustice.ca

January 2022

PAGE 43

PAGE 44

voiceforjustice.ca

January 2022

